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 ST MIKE’S NEWS      ISSUE 30     1 AUGUST 2021  

A newsletter brought to you during Covid-19                                                   Church Together Apart                        

@stmikesmacclesfield www.stmichaels-macclesfield.org.uk 

“Macclesfield 
Rethink” 

On Tuesday evening this 
week (27th), the Church 
Council held an open 
meeting, inviting anyone 
and everyone to come 
along and hear the 

proposals put forward by our Archdeacon, Ian Bishop, concerning 
the future of the town churches of Macclesfield. Incidentally—check 
out this Sunday’s collect (right hand column)! 

These “town churches” are: the four Team churches (St Michael’s, All 
Saints’, St Peter’s, St Barnabas’s), St John’s, St Paul’s & Upton Priory.  
Holy Trinity Hurdsfield might or might not be included.   

Background: for around a year Ian has been consulting with town 
clergy and lay representatives from the churches concerned (and 
associated churches) about how we move forward in a new and 
creative way in Macclesfield.  This was originally called the “Urban 
Macclesfield Review” but is now known as “Macclesfield Rethink” (or 
possibly “Rethinking Macclesfield”!).   

Below is my summary of the proposals generated by the consultation 
group and outlined in Tuesday’s meeting.  This is followed by the 
more detailed information given on Ian Bishop’s PowerPoint slides 
for those who would like to see the full presentation.  

Summary 

If we decide to go ahead with this, there will be: 

 fewer clergy and those we have will be used across the churches 
concerned, and will be appointed for specific skills in mission and 
leadership.  There will be one lead minister to encourage, 
support and enable, and another to focus on mission.  There will 
not be a vicar attached to each church; 

 greater leadership and ministry of lay people across a range of 
church activities: “a shepherd in every flock” (this does not have 
to be an ordained minister). Greater collaboration; 

 possible “re-envisioning” of one (or more) church building (does 
this mean closing the building as a place of worship?); 

 focus on youth work (appointment of a Youth Worker across the 
churches); 

 an excellent administrator to undertake the clerical and admin. 
side of things across the churches; 

 confidence building in discipleship among all members of the 
churches: we are the only Bible some people will ever read.  

The Full Information (taken from Ian’s slides) 

Why the need for these changes? 

We were asked to imagine what the churches in Macclesfield would 
look like if we could start with a blank canvas and design a structure 
now. Would we have so many buildings and disparate 
congregations?  How do we best wish to take the church forward 
(not just our church but the body of Christ in Macclesfield)? 

Why now? 

There are issues facing us all: 

1. Money.  The central team will go into parish share arrears this 
year.  St Paul, St John and Upton Priory are all struggling 
financially. 

2. Staffing.  There are vacancies at St John and St Paul and a 
technical vacancy at Upton Priory.  There have also been some 
relationship issues. 

3. Decline.  Attendance has dropped in recent years especially 
amongst young people and children.  The congregations are 
ageing. 

4. Buildings. There are buildings that need assessing for viability 
and re-envisioning.  

5. Mission.  There seems to be a lack of confidence   
  
The consultation group defined the aim of this initiative as: 
 

To see the churches of Macclesfield develop and grow and 
to see many new disciples and re-connected disciples of 

Christ worshipping in those churches. 
 
The following quotations were seen as relevant: 
1. It’s not about saving the Church but about renewing God’s people. 
2. ‘Trade the traditions of the Church for the dreams of its people …  

Coax the Church to renewal’ – Bishop John Taylor (A Matter of Life and 
Death 1986!)  

3. Can we discover who we are and why we’re here? – Steve Aisthorpe 
4. ‘I have come that they may have life and have it to the full’ – Jesus 

(John 10:10) 
5. ‘The uprising begins not with a new strategy but a new identity’ – 

Brian McLaren (from ‘We make the road from walking’)  
6. What we ARE is more important than what we DO. 

 

Continued over page 

The Collect for the Ninth Sunday 
after Trinity 

 
Gracious Father,  

revive your Church in our day,  
and make her holy, strong and faithful,  

for your glory’s sake  
in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

1st August 2021 
Ninth Sunday after Trinity  

Sunday Morning Worship 
 

Leader: Rev’d Martin Stephens 

Speaker: Lynne Spedding 

Bible Reading: Ephesians 4:1-16  
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Continued from page 1 
 

Three Key Principles were agreed: 
 
1. An asset-based approach 

 What can we do? (Not what can’t we do right now?) 

 What assets have we got? (Not what do we wish we had?) 

 What resources can we draw on?  (We probably have far 
more than we think we have) 

 Do we need an audit of those resources? 

 Thankfulness for what we have (Rather than angst about 
what we don’t have) 

 An appreciation of gifts (Lots of gratitude and thankfulness) 
 
2. An end to the clericalism culture 

 Team approach / collaboration 

 The empowerment & encouragement of the laity  

 A shepherd in every flock 

 Appointing clergy for the skills and gifts God has given and 
not expecting a ‘Jack of all trades’ 

 Releasing the gifts of clergy in mission and leadership. 
 
3. A focus on discipleship  

 The renewal of faith and an excitement about the 
relationship with Jesus 

 Enabling, affirming, resourcing and releasing leadership 

 People learning together through study and practical service. 

 A shared journey with Jesus across the town – we’re in this 
together (an ecumenical conversation as well?) 

 Growing faith amongst young people and families. 
 
These proposals are not about 

 Structures 

 Policies and protocols 

 Buildings 

 Money 
 
But, having said we’re not talking about structure … 
 
Suggestions are that delivery of this sort of vision probably 
needs: 

 A key leader.   An encourager, a teacher, an enabler, a team 
builder.  Someone who can live and teach the Great 
Commandment 

 A leader in mission.  Someone who can focus the Churches 
on fulfilling the Great Commission 

 A leader of young people’s ministry.  Schools and families 

 A brilliant administrator.  Who can see the detail of what 
needs to be done and how to do it 

 Shepherds.  To lead the flocks and keep them safe. 

 A flexible structure that allows easy relationship building,  
collaboration and minimal committees 

 

I hope the above makes sense - the information is taken directly 
from Ian’s slides.  
 
If you would like to pass on comments or ask any questions, 
please email these to the Secretary of the Church Council, Paul 
Spedding—paulspedding@gmail.com or phone on 01625 
614819. 
 
Alternatively speak with Rachel Mayers or Sue 
Reid, both on the consultation group. 
 
 

Chair of Church Council 

Thank you to everyone for your 
prayers and messages this 
week for Molly and us.  
 
She came out of hospital on 
Tuesday afternoon, still in pain 
but on the path to recovery.  
 

It’s a big relief for us all and we are very happy to have her home. 
 

The Whittinghams x 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fewer than 100 days until COP26 
  
The past fortnight has given us a very timely reminder of how 
our planet, God’s creation, is changing as a result of climate 
change.  
 
Deadly floods in Germany and Belgium, huge wildfires 
in Canada and the USA, famine in Ethiopia – and even a 
record-breaking heatwave and more floods in the UK. 
 
Prayer for the COP meeting has never been more vital; we 
have fewer than 100 days to persuade our government to 
take a bold lead, set a clear example and push for real 
changes in emissions NOW – we cannot wait until 2050 to be 
carbon-neutral. 
 

 Pray for Boris Johnson and his government 

 Pray for comfort, shelter and support for all those 
affected by the recent disasters 

 Ask God what we can offer to care for his creation 
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Angel at my Table 

At last!!! Our café is reopening on Monday 2nd August, so we will again be able to offer refreshment to those 

who visit our church, whether for private prayer, to meet a friend, or just to relax.  

Café opening hours:  

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday   10am – 12.00 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday   10am – 3pm 

We are very grateful to all who have acted as stewards so that we could be 

open for private prayer over the last (almost) 18 months, and also to those 

who have offered their services in the café as we re-start. There are some new 

volunteers, as well as familiar faces, but we always welcome more.  We also welcome Ali Griffen who joins the 

team as the café manager for Thursday, Friday and Saturday.  

So what’s different about Thursday, Friday and Saturday?  

On these days a wider range of refreshments will be offered, including light meals. Food will be sourced from 

“surplus food” – which is discarded by supermarkets as being close to its “sell by” date but perfectly good if used promptly. The menu will 

therefore be different every day depending on what is available. Pricing for food will be on a “pay as you feel” basis, with a suggested price.  

This exciting venture enables us to have our building open for longer, offering more opportunity to Encounter God through the building and 

our people, and also fits with our strategy to celebrate and Sustain God’s creation by reducing food waste. Come and try!!  

We are looking for more volunteers to help (for any day); please contact the office on office@stmichaels-macclesfield.org.uk or 
see Ali at the café.   

A Family Celebration 

This past weekend Martin and Catherine were with Martin’s wider family in North Yorkshire as 

they celebrated his mum's 90th birthday (25th July).  

Some of you will recognise Molly and Michael from when they've joined our Sunday worship via 

Zoom.  

 

 

And a belated Happy Birthday to Molly from all at St 

Michael’s Macclesfield! 

Keeping the Grandchildren Entertained! 

Paul and I regularly undertake grandparent duties with a 

variety of grandchild species.  We find that the church 

building is an excellent place to while away a few hours!   

Last week we undertook with Sam and Evie (6 & 3 respectively) the Lost 

Sheep Trail, the Church Mouse Trail and the Young Detectives’ Trail.  

Well - what a joy these proved to be, and not just for the children!  We had 

great fun finding everything, and it must be admitted (to our shame) that we 

also learned quite a bit from being not-so-young detectives!  Of 

course, we have seen these leaflets and thought them a great 

idea but we have never actually completed the trails. 

My grateful thanks to all those who devised them. Inspired work! 

Lynne 

about:blank
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Wednesday Morning  
Coffee and Chat  

Abner, the man who ended up seeing more 
than those who were never labelled as 
blind.  

I have chosen to call this character Abner 
because this is a Hebrew name meaning ‘God 
is my light’. Abner was a man born blind who 

ended up seeing more than those who were never labelled as blind. John 
Chapter 9 – ALL of it!!! 

Well now, this character, named Abner had been blind from birth and in 
those days there was a strong belief that anyone who had some sort of 
disability was being punished for their sin or the sin of their parents. 
Fortunately,  Jesus strongly rebuffed his disciples when they suggested such 
a thing. However, because of this general belief, his parents may have been 
shunned and marginalised so much so that Abner’s only way of making a 
living was by begging.  

Sometimes people who have been treated badly by society have a clearer 
understanding of their wretchedness and of their need to be accepted. 
Abner knew this. 

In addition to the healing, where Jesus gets mud from the ground and mixes 
it with his own saliva, there are several little vignettes which our group 
found amusing.  

The people who had seen this beggar in the street for years and years did 
not recognise him after he was healed – verses 8-9. Had Abner changed 
so much or had the people not really looked at him before? After all, he 
was only a beggar. 

When the religious leaders called in the parents to ascertain that this man 
was their son and to demand that they account for his healing, they said 
‘Ask him yourself, he is perfectly capable of answering your questions, 
he is of age.’ They may have done this to protect themselves from being 
banned from the synagogue. Verses 18-23 

And when Abner was called in for a second time – verses 24-34  -to account 
for his healing , we can hear in his response the exasperation in his 
voice, like Judith when she is explaining the accounts for a second or 
third time: ‘I’ve explained all this to you already, you didn’t listen the 
first time why are you asking me again?’ As Alan said, ‘If you didn’t 
believe me the first time why should you believe me now?’ And in 
frustration Abner blurts out, ‘Do you want to become his disciples???’ 
Maybe he was genuinely innocently asking this, maybe he was being 
sarcastic, maybe he was trying to show the religious leaders what an 
amazing thing had happened. 

Whatever the motivation of Abner, the motivations of the Pharisees were 
clear – they couldn’t see the wood for the trees. They wanted to catch Jesus 
out and accuse him of breaking the law of Moses. They were so bound up in 
their rules and regulations and making everyone’s life a misery that they 
could not celebrate when good things happened. More than that, they 
wanted everyone else to be as miserable as they were. Jesus objected to 
this because he knew that this was not the way of the kingdom.  

There is some strong teaching in this chapter and as, Helen pointed out, 
there are many metaphors and hidden messages – light, blindness, dark, 
washing in the pool, mud mixed with his own saliva not water. But the last 
verse is probably the key to the whole chapter.  

The Pharisees are blind to their own faults. They were adamant that their 
way was right. They claimed the moral high ground and were blind to 
anything else. Oh dear, does it sound familiar? 

We are having a two week break and will be back chatting on August 18th 
when Heather will  open our discussion about the boy who shared his lunch 
Chapter 6, verses 1-14.  

Hope to see you then.  

Tricia Atherton 

Farewell to Jane Munro  
  
After 11 years running the Treacle 
Market, Jane retired last Saturday, 
handing over the responsibility for 
running this incredibly popular and 
successful event to Andrew and 
Becky Thompson. We at St Michael’s 
are very pleased to have played a 
small part in this initiative which has 

helped so much to transform the town-centre – and 
brought hundreds of visitors each Treacle Sunday into St 
Michael's.  
Here she is saying goodbye to our Clergy PA, Porsche, 
and Warden, Rachel;  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and here is an extract from the letter she wrote to Martin 
which applies to so many of you who have helped offer a 
warm welcome to all these visitors, and been such an 
important support to Jane and her team; 
  
Dear Martin  
I hope I see you on Sunday in person but wanted to 
communicate before then how grateful I am to you and 
the extraordinary people who make up the St Michael's 
team. Please pass it on. 
Thank you for your endless support and patience with 
Treacle, I fully appreciate it puts extra pressure on you as 
people and on your facilities too. 
Please pass on my sincere gratitude to everyone in the 
church who has welcomed, accommodated and humoured 
my antics over the years. The regular conversations with 
Vicky and Ann have been invaluable during the stresses of 
Covid and I will always be grateful for that.  
I have huge respect for you all and I cannot over state 
how central St Michael's has been to Treacle Market for 
the last 11 years 
With much gratitude, 
Jane 
  
We wish Jane a very happy retirement (from Treacle) and 
every good wish in whatever she decides to do next. 
 
David Mayers 
Chair of the Town Centre Ministry Group 

 Life is too short.  Smile - while you 

have teeth! 

(submitted by Izzy!) 
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From Macclesfield follow 

Manchester Road towards 

Tytherington. 

Turn left into Dorchester Way 

and then 1st left onto 

Amersham Close. SK10 2LF 

Parking available on 

Dorchester Way and 

Tytherington shops.  

An average sized corner plot 

with a South facing, sloping 

rear garden. Narrow, uneven 

steps and paths. 

Wheelchair access to front  

garden, teas, cakes, books 

only. 

Music in the garden by  the 

GETTING THERE :- 

Garden Open 

For 

East Cheshire Hospice 

Sat. 31st July and Sun 1st Au-

gust 

10:30 to 4.30 

Admission £3. 

Tea, coffee, cakes, plants, 

cards, books and music 

5 Amersham Close 

Tytherington 

Macclesfield 

SK10 2LF 

New 25m by 5m garden exten-

sion for 2021 with wildflower  

area.  

Sofa free to good home! 
We have a sofa which is free to a good home. 

 It’s a two-seater, dark red M&S sofa. It has the 

fire regulation labels on. It’s extremely 

comfortable, but it is slightly faded on one 

arm. 

The sofa would be perfectly suitable to put in 

a house rental or as an interim measure for 

someone who urgently needs something to sit 

on! 

It would have to be collected from here as we 

have no means of transportation for it. 

If you need further information then please email me or call 0785 435 

1316 

We are in Prestbury. 

 
Carole Blakey 

Covid-19 Restrictions and St Michael’s 
Church Services 

 
As you will all be aware, as of Monday 19th July, the government 
has lifted all legal requirements of the Covid-19 lockdown.  We are 
no longer required by law to wear a face-mask indoors, nor to 
remain socially distanced from people outside our household 
group, nor to hand-sanitise or check in to venues for track and 
trace. 
 
We are, instead, asked to use our own judgement to decide what 
seems sensible given that the pandemic is clearly far from over.  
That would be fine if people’s judgement didn’t vary enormously 
from the cautious and risk-averse to the cavalier and carefree. 
 
So, what should we do for Sunday services in St Michael’s?   
 
Firstly, it should be emphasised that the legal constraints have 
been removed.  We do not have to wear a face-mask, nor to leave 
an empty seat between ourselves and our neighbour, nor to sign 
in. 
 
However, we should all be considerate and respectful of other 
people’s fears and concerns.  The face-mask is not primarily 
intended to protect you, the wearer; it is to protect everybody else 
from you.  So please keep it on if that feels right to you.  There is 
plenty of space in this building so feel free to move away from 
others if you need more space.   
 
If people move away from you, don’t feel offended – others are 
just being cautious. 
 
We are taking some additional steps to increase ventilation by 
leaving more doors open and we would encourage people who do 
wish to wear a face-mask to sit behind or away from those who 
don’t.  We don’t want anybody to feel uncomfortable, stressed or 
threatened.  We all need to respect the concerns of people around 
us. 
 

Paul Simms 
 

Paul sent me this image somewhat tongue–in-cheek, but I can 

see it might sell very well! (Ed.) 
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VOLUNTEER 
'PUPPY 
PARENTS' 
Would you like to look after and 

help prepare a Trainee Assistance 

Dog? 

Do you have the time to commit to a dog every day? 

The Charity, Dogs for Autism is looking for volunteers in the Cranage/Macclesfield 

area 

Please apply using this form: 

https://forms.gle/wa2mDSphyxfssYY57 

If you can think of someone who would be interested it would be really kind if you 
could let them have this information – thank you so much for your help! 
 
Jan Kiley 
Operations Manager 
Dogs for Autism  
Tel: 07796413522 
  
www.dogsforautism.org.uk 

Please Note 

Colouring 
Pencils for 
Styal 

 

We are delaying the collection of colouring pencils, felt-

tips and underwear for HMP Styal until late September. 

 

Thank you from the Chaplaincy of HMP Styal for your 

support. 

Kitey (aka Anne Kite) 

Dorothy has felt her Muse returning in recent weeks: 
wonderful news as she also recovers physically from  

significant health problems and associated treatment. 
 

Here is her latest composition: 
 

Poetry’s Purpose. 
 

Poetry is a tool which helps us remember emotions  
and places that are part of our lives. 
It is history recording each chapter and phases that 
relate to our psyche and our will to survive. 
If its rhythm is broken we must strive to repair it, 
and if a word, or a line, had gone out of our mind, 
A search for the author is highly commended in a 
volume of verse, or even on line. 
 
When having recalled the words that eluded,  
by repeating them over and over once more, 
Don’t forget, once again, the whole poem and its 
purpose, for the mystery of life is in there to explore. 
It could be a poem which creates fun and laughter, 
or demands of its reader a searching of soul. 
So many paint pictures of a world long forgotten, 
then bring us right back to the world we control. 
 
For whatever the reason a poet has decided to 
draw such attention to the subject in mind, 
It was done with the thought that others might 
follow, and continue the rhythm the bards left 
behind. 

 
 
 
    Dorothy Bentley Smith. 

August Prayer Letter 
You should have received the August Prayer Letter with this 
week’s newsletter, either as a hard copy print-out for those 

who receive their newsletter in paper format, or as an 
electronic attachment to the email which delivered your 

newsletter. 

Please use this letter as a basis for topics to pray about this 
month. 

Going Back Better - “Church Family 
Worship” Feedback 

Last week I wrote about the proposals for our new Sunday 
morning service format under the banner of “Going Back Better”, as 
we return to worshipping together, live in the building, as a church 

family. 

The new service pattern and structure were explained fully, and I also 
mentioned that nothing is secret—anyone is welcome to see the 

minutes of our discussions over 5 meetings (with at least one more 
planned in September).   

I have received anecdotal comments often via 3rd parties about 
these proposals, plus some direct verbal feedback (a mixture of 
positive affirmation and some perfectly reasonable concerns). 

PLEASE do let me know your views, with any comments or 
suggestions for improvement, or any queries or worries you have. 

One such issue is the H&S risk of having young children seated on the 

floor at the front when it comes to the administration of Holy 
Communion in our “all-together” celebration of Eucharist.  Of 

course we need to think that through properly!   

Any other concerns or ideas for improvement would be 
gratefully received.  

Lynne Spedding - lynne.norbron@gmail.com or 01625 614819 
- or direct to my face! 

https://forms.gle/wa2mDSphyxfssYY57
http://www.dogsforautism.org.uk/
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    Email any prayer requests here      

Monday HomeGroup 

When?  7.30pm - 9pm Monday evenings 

Join Zoom Meeting here 

Meeting ID: 910 4838 5228  

Password: Monday 

For more information contact Martin by email or 

01625 426110. 

Wednesday Morning Discussion  

11.00am to 12 noon 

Join Zoom meeting here 

Meeting ID: 971 3599 5784     

Passcode: 01625 

No Computer? No problem!  

You can still join any of these Zoom meetings and services  

with your landline phone  

If phoning:  

Dial 0330 088 5830.  

When prompted, enter the Meeting ID 

from any of these boxes followed by # 

[For Sunday’s service: 939 7279 7379]  

When prompted, enter # 

Thursday Homegroup  

 
We meet via Zoom at 7.30pm using same Here is the link to the 
Zoom meeting; https://zoom.us/j/96162804573?
pwd=V3Z2dWpMZlR6Mjg1eUVVQjBWbzQ4dz09   
  

Meeting ID: 961 6280 4573 
Passcode: 838197 

All are welcome to join for Bible Study, prayer and fellowship, 

including by phone. Please contact David Mayers by email or 

phone 01625 420716 or 07963 802659. We are studying The  

Prayer Course  at the moment. 

St Michael’s Worship 1st August 2021  

Ninth Sunday after Trinity   

Merged service this week at 10.00am:   

live in church / from home on Zoom 

To join by Zoom click on the image or use  

Meeting ID: 939 7279 7379    
Password: 01625 

Service Leader: Rev’d Martin Stephens 

Talk: Lynne Spedding 

Reading:  Ephesians 4:1-16  

 

Can’t join us live? Watch the recording of our morning 

worship service on Zoom at a time to suit you after Sunday 

lunchtime here  

Join us for  

Sunday Worship 

DONATIONS: Donating to 

the church for general 

purposes has been made 

simpler. Either click on the 

blue Donate button or scan 

the QR Code.  

 

Compline/Night Prayer 

Every Friday  

Topic: Night Prayer 
Time: 8.30pm every Friday (join from 8.25pm) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75676947476?
pwd=R2twT2pQbTFzUGR5bk1reDZoVXdaZz09 

Meeting ID: 756 7694 7476 
Passcode: compline 

mailto:office@stmichaels-macclesfield.org.uk?subject=Prayer%20Requests
https://zoom.us/j/91048385228?pwd=Rk5QdEE3TVV2MU5CY2VIK2lYQnB5dz09
mailto:teamrector.macc@gmail.com?subject=I'd%20like%20to%20join%20your%20Monday%20house%20group
https://zoom.us/j/97135995784?pwd=R21Yc3o5dXY0SldUR0xBWm0ySDNnUT09
https://zoom.us/j/96162804573?pwd=V3Z2dWpMZlR6Mjg1eUVVQjBWbzQ4dz09
https://zoom.us/j/96162804573?pwd=V3Z2dWpMZlR6Mjg1eUVVQjBWbzQ4dz09
mailto:davidjmayers@btinternet.com?subject=Thursday%20Home%20Group
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/12802/
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/f1638c2f-73d9-4e47-9d78-c52bd977fbaf
https://zoom.us/j/93972797379?pwd=UmtTeFZzSUVvSUdzYW1UVlRQVGFMUT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75676947476?pwd=R2twT2pQbTFzUGR5bk1reDZoVXdaZz09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75676947476?pwd=R2twT2pQbTFzUGR5bk1reDZoVXdaZz09

