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o, finally, I’ve made it on to the front cover of a
magazine! Ahem. Ok, so it’s our church
newsletter. Indulge me a little, please!!!
Kev and I have some very happy news to share with
you all. Whilst on leave Kevin proposed to me on
bended knee on top of a hill in Derbyshire. I said “Yes!”
We are both excited and are now starting to plan our
wedding, which will, of course, take place at St
Michael’s. We hope to marry next year - Covid
permitting!
So that will be two church family weddings in 2021:
ours and Emily Bancroft’s to the lovely Ben, which was
due to take place last weekend on 5th September, but
is now postponed to next year. So, as a church family,
we have lots to look forward to and celebrate. We
can’t wait to share our wedding day with you in some
way, as well as with our family and other friends.
As well as getting engaged, I had a relaxing two weeks
off visiting my sister and her family in South Wales and
I finally got to meet my new grand niece who was born
at the start of March. We celebrated our engagement
with a BBQ and champagne on the beach which was
wonderful. Last weekend I drove Katy back to Brighton
as she starts year 2 of university and I pray for all
students going back to, or starting at, university in the
coming weeks, like Michaela Stephens and Molly
Whittingham. It’s going to feel very strange for them.
Certainly, Katy’s lectures are all still online until
February next year. Izzy is now also back at school
preparing to take her A levels at the end of this
academic year, whatever decision they finally make on
those exams for this cohort. Again, my prayers are with
all those families and young people starting at, or
returning to school. So much will have changed for
them as they adapt to new rules and arrangements.
I’d like to thank Lynne for so generously taking on the
editing of the newsletter in my absence and for the
wonderful job she did. I am sorry she had so many
problems getting the email version to attach. Thank
you so much Lynne. I knew it was in a safe pair of
hands, although I was hugely disappointed not to see a
photo of her hens sat at the laptop as sub editors!
The office assistants and I are now back at the Church
Office desk trawling through mountains of emails
catching up! I think they wish they were back
swimming in the sea and having lovely walks on the
beach.
This week marks my 11th anniversary of starting the
job at the church. Eleven years now doing the Church
Admin! I still love the job and all the lovely people I
work with and meet through this role. God definitely

He asked. I said “YES”!
had a plan for me when I had a conversation with Graham
Turner at the camping weekend in Derbyshire back in the
Summer of 2009. He put me in the right place and introduced
me to so many loving, caring people who have supported me
though some real lows but equally celebrated with me the
highs; and everything in between, of course. When I was a little
girl and it was just Mum and me, I always envied friends who
had big families. Now I have a big family and I get to celebrate
this wonderful news with you all. At times like this I am always
reminded of the words of the song we sing in church, ‘Brother,
Sister let me serve you’:
We are pilgrims on a journey, and companions on the road;
we are here to help each other walk the mile and bear the load.
I will hold the Christ-light for you in the night-time of your fear;
I will hold my hand out to you, speak the peace you long to hear.
I will weep when you are weeping; when you laugh I’ll laugh with you;
I will share your joy and sorrow till we’ve seen this journey through.

Sue, Ed

STOP PRESS: New ‘Rule of Six’
Following the announcement of new ‘rule of six’ restrictions, to
help limit the spread of coronavirus, the Bishop of London,
Sarah Mullally, who chairs the Church of England’s recovery
group, said: “I welcome confirmation from the Prime Minister
that places of worship can still hold more than six people in
total, despite the new restrictions on gatherings, and the
reassurance that public worship can continue.”

St Michael’s Merged Worship 13th Sept 2020
at 10.00am Join in person in church or by
clicking on the image below from 9.45am

Wednesday Morning Discussion
11.00am to 12 noon
Join Zoom meeting here

Meeting ID: 939 7279 7379 Password: 01625
Service Leader: Mike Strutt
Preaching: Martin Stephens
Reading: Matthew 18:21-35
You will have the opportunity to talk to a smaller group in
a break out room at the end of the service.

Can’t join us live either in church or on Zoom?
Watch the recording at a time to suit you after Sunday
lunchtime here

No Computer? No problem!
You can still join any of these Zoom meetings and
services with your landline phone
If phoning:

Meeting ID: 982 3541
9798
Password: 382502
Hosted by Tricia & Martin

Men’s Meet-up Meeting:
When? 8pm for 75 minutes on alternate
Wednesday evenings
Dates: 16th & 30th Sept

Join Zoom Meeting here

Men’s

Meeting ID: 912 6715 2374
Password: 980944
Particularly aimed at those of working age
(whether on furlough, unemployed or working flatout). Nothing heavy – at least not at this stage –
but just the opportunity to share life and faith with
others in a similar situation.

Dial 0330 088 5830.
When prompted, enter the Meeting ID
from any of these boxes followed by #
[For Sunday’s service: 939 7279 7379]
When prompted, enter #

Thursday Homegroup
We meet via Zoom at 7.30pm. We have
completed our study of Luke’s Gospel and are
holding discussions of our respective faith
journeys. All are welcome to join for Bible Study,
prayer and fellowship, including by phone. Please
contact David Mayers by email or phone 01625
420716 or 07963 802659

Email any prayer requests here:
Contemplative Prayer
Based on this week’s lectionary readings:
Adult/Family Resources: attached to newsletter
Children’s Sheets: attached to newsletter
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9.10am to 9.40am Savage Chapel every Friday.

Treacle services with a screen
balanced on chairs and a table

Grr... someone’s
changed the settings
on the desk again!

There must be
a better way?

Is this what you’ve been thinking?
We have exciting news to share...
We are planning an exciting upgrade
to our audio-visual equipment!
Our worship team who have to tackle these issues
week in and week out has certainly been having these
thoughts. For some time actually... One of the silver
linings of lockdown has been the opportunity to work
on some of the areas we know have not been working
effectively and plan what we can do to tackle it. The
result is exciting...
We propose to install two large monitors on which
words and images would appear, with at least one
smaller one for the choir and speaker. In addition,
there would be a permanent camera for streaming
services, and a much simpler PA desk. The large PA
desk would go!
All this will make it much easier and reliable to stream
our live worship, show words and images on the
screen and hear well what is said. Online worship is,
we believe, here to stay in this 21st century world
where people cannot always worship with others on a
Sunday morning, whether it is for safety, as at present,
or because other commitments, such as work, require
us to be elsewhere. We appreciate the use of video
and projected liturgy to introduce variety and make
our worship more accessible. As an additional

advantage, these improved facilities should make us
more attractive to potential hirers of the building, and
thus help to generate more income.
We have consulted four different companies for advice
and quotations and our preferred option is likely to cost
in the region of £25-30,000 (the final quote will be
available soon).
Please would you consider whether you could contribute
to the cost of this project, which we believe will make
everything run more effectively and less stressfully.
Perhaps you have benefitted financially from the
lockdown period (less shopping, fewer holidays, less
commuting?) – or perhaps you have lost income, in
which case please do not feel under pressure to donate.
We hope you will feel this is an improvement which will
help St Michael’s to share the gospel of Christ in
Macclesfield and beyond.
We will shortly give you a way to donate electronically
specifically to this project through our new online
donation system. If you would like to donate right now,
please contact Mike for our bank details or submit a
cheque. Please just make it clear it is for the AV Project.
Thank you.
Rachel Mayers

Counting pompous circumstances

A reflection offered by the team at Roots on the Web
linking this coming Sunday’s lectionary reading,
Matthew 18.15–22 to recent events in the news.
In the argument about what songs
should not be on the playlist for BBC’s
Last Night of the Proms, scheduled for
12th September, there have been more
U-turns than there are bends in the
instruments of the entire brass section
of a classical orchestra. Is this a
judgement about apologising for past
empire or being seen to be trendily PC?
Novak Djokovic apologised after hitting
a line umpire with a ball at the US
Tennis Open championships last week.
Reflection
Leo McKinstry’s comment in the Daily
Express that Britain is ‘descending into a
cultural war zone’, might equally be
levelled at Peter’s question about how
many times we should forgive others in
the ‘church’ (see Matthew 18.15-22).
Yet McKinstry was writing about the
arguments surrounding the Last Night of
the Proms 2020, not an emerging
religion two thousand years earlier.
‘Promgate’ began when the BBC
decreed that ‘Rule Britannia!’ and ‘Land
of Hope and Glory’ would be played but
not sung. After it was reported that this
was allegedly a substantial nod to the
Black Lives Matter campaigns, the Uturns began in earnest. And who knows
which way we’ll be facing by the time
we get to the Albert Hall of Saturday
12th September?
However, Jesus and the disciples are
about as likely to be present at the BBC
Proms on Saturday as any other
audience member who had not been
allowed to purchase a ticket! In terms of
an audience there won’t even be two or
three gathered (Matthew 18.20)! We
can’t help but wonder what Jesus would
teach his disciples about the
understanding and implication of
meanings of the lyrics of such songs.
Djokovic’s apology – which seemed to

be a genuine one, albeit via
Instagram, to the line judge
accidentally hit in the throat with a
tennis ball he let fly in anger – would
probably have struck (no pun
intended) everyone as more genuine
and been far more effectual if
delivered in person. Leaving the
tournament and flying out of New
York, before initiating his appeal for
forgiveness didn’t look so good. He
later said he was ‘extremely sorry’
and feels ‘sad and empty’. Djokovic
went on to say that he needs to ‘turn
this all into a lesson for my growth
and evolution as a player and human
being’.
Would it be true to say that
forgiveness means very little if it does
not result in some sort of change in
the one seeking or needing
forgiveness?
Forgiveness, as Jesus and Peter are
talking about in Matthew 18.21-22, is
spoken of in relating to the one who
is offering forgiveness. The very act of
offering forgiveness can make a huge
difference to the victim of any
offence, in terms of helping them to
move on from their hurt and pain.
Even as Djokovic says of himself, such
experiences can be a lesson for
growth as a human being. But such
forgiveness is not offered
conditionally. It can be offered in the
hope that it will bring about change
or redemption, but this can never be
an assumption.
When we are asked to forgive others
who have done wrong – no matter
how many times we might need to
forgive them (although let’s be
honest, that is going to get harder
the higher the number climbs
towards seventy-seven!) – do we try
to understand why someone did that
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wrong? Do we try to understand the
story of the individual behind the crime?
If we blindly forgive others, without
seeking understanding, are we not guilty
of the likelihood of perpetuating the
crime, while failing to aid change and
healing? Is a culture of ‘forgive-andforget’ irresponsible? Whether it be the
removal of Sir Hans Sloane statue from
the British Museum or to cease singing
ancient nationalistic glory songs of an
empire based on oppression (surely the
very nature of empire, by definition?),
does simply wiping an offensive past
from the history books aid human
growth? If we forget things which we
now judge as crimes of the past –
whether it be a tennis ball slammed in
anger, the forceful taking and occupying
of land from others in the name of
empire, or a slave owned in the name of
business for profit – if we erase history,
how do we learn from the past? The
danger comes when we ignore or glorify
past wrongs.
The bottom line is this: Jesus did not say
‘Don’t worry about it.’ What he did say
and imply was that we should carry on
forgiving as many times as is necessary.
And, by implication, we should try to
understand the reasons behind people’s
actions in the past, however abhorrent
they may be to us now, so that we might
learn from them and not make the same
mistakes again.
Like his heavenly Father, Jesus
encourages us to forgive perpetually, but
if that forgiveness is genuinely from our
hearts then we will have learnt
something in the process.
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Wow! They’re growing up fast…!
Class of 2020 - what a strange school year?!
Here are Aaron, Eleanor and Isaac, who
have transitioned from primary school to
High School this Summer. We wish them
well in their new schools. A return to some
kind of normality for families with school
aged children… for now at least!
Ed: Can’t believe these little people are now
at High School. They look so grown up in
their uniforms.

Fancy a night off cooking whilst
supporting a great local cause?
Why not join in this great fundraising event
organised by our Scout Group? Details below...

In Denmark people started an initiative called "The
Human Libray". Inside certain libraries you can
choose to 'borrow' a person - instead of a book to listen to the history of their life for about 30
minutes. The point? Limiting prejudice. Everyone
has a 'title' such as 'Unemployed', 'Refugee',
'Bipolar', - but once we listen to their story, we will
always be given reasons to realize even deeper why we should never "judge a book by its cover".
An innovative and brilliant project that is now
active in fifty countries!

UNJUDGE SOMEONE AT THE HUMAN LIBRARY
It started on June 29th in 2000. On a small patch of grass at a
local music festival, participants were invited to borrow a
person as an open book. More than 50 different people were
published, among other a muslim, a journalist, fans of rival
football clubs Brøndby and FC Copenhagen, a policeman, a
parking officer and Bente, a woman from Freetown
Christiania in Copenhagen.
The idea was – and still is – to challenge prejudice,
stereotypes and to educate about minorities and people,
who differ from what is considered “the norm”. People can
borrow a human book from the library and “read” the book.
The human book, in return, will tell its story, present its
points of view, answer any questions, and share any
thoughts.
Since 2000, the Human Library has expanded from
presenting small selections of books at local Danish events to
publishing a wide range of books all over the world.
Ronni Abergel, the founder and leader of the Human Library,
has been part of the journey since day one and seen how the
library has grown from a pop up event in schools and
colleges to a global movement embedded in communities
and institutions from Bangladesh to Brazil.
“The idea is fairly simple. We arrange for people to meet and
talk in a safe and secure environment. That has proven to be
a useful and effective method for allowing people to get to
know about each other through conversation,”
The Human Library now includes a variety of topics based on
12 pillars of prejudice, including ethnicity, mental health,
disabilities, social status, occupation and religion, so the
readers have a real choice when they select their human
book.
“All people judge and so we are not here to change your
mind or to tell you not to judge. We are here to make
information available to you in a safe setting. So you can
make your own decisions, but hopefully better informed
decisions. Based not on a quick judgement, but after more
careful consideration and after meeting someone that knows
about it. Gives you a chance to unjudge someone”, explains
Ronni Abergel.
Dan has ADHD and AS, which is a type of autism. He has
been a book in the library for five years and says: “The more
people, who understand what autism is, and get to
understand how to show consideration and be inclusive, the

better for me and others like me.” The Human Library also
makes him feel less different. “People come here to learn
from my story, and that is much less likely in a room full of NTpeople,” he says. NT means neurotypical and is the
abbreviation used for “people with a normal brain”, and Dan
enjoys being with people who are not just NT-people but
share the experience of having a different background in
some way.
Inside the Human Library you will find one of the most diverse
groups in your community. All bound together by a motivation
to help build a greater understanding for people with their
background, but as they become “books” and take their place
on the bookshelf, many realise that they are in the same boat
as many other people from different groups.
The Covid-19 pandemic and ensuing lockdown has forced the
library to find new ways to meet readers and continue the
conversation: The Facebook Live readings and the virtual
Readers Corner events are both examples of how readers now
can join in larger groups or connect with a book, who cannot
be present in person, online instead. Click here for more
information

Pronounciation Poem

In Loving Memory
I am sad to announce that Ivor Nichols, former Captain of the Bell
Tower at St Michael’s and former Headteacher of Bollinbrook School
and much loved member of our church, died last Saturday 5th
September in Macclesfield Hospital, aged 93.
His funeral will take place in church on Monday 21st September but
will be subject to Covid restrictions of a maximum number of 30
people in church. Here is Ivor pictured in church in happier times
celebrating his 90th
birthday with his friends
at St Michael’s.
I am sure the bellringers
will be very saddened
that they will not be able
to give Ivor the ringing
tribute they would like to
at the funeral itself, as
they can only currently
have four ringers. But
let’s hope when this is all
behind us, we can have a
ringing tribute fit for someone who gave so much to the ringing
world and particularly at St Michael’s.

We also recently had the passing of John Edwards,
Patricia’s husband, whose funeral took place on
3rd September. This beautiful floral tribute was
kindly gifted to the church by Patricia.

1st September to 4th October
The Bosco Verticale (Vertical Forest) high-rise complex in Milan,
Italy. The plant life, which is said to equal 3 hectares of forests
(20,000m2), not only moderates the temperature in summer and
winter but also converts as much as 30 tonnes of CO2 each year.
On top of that, it filters out dust particles, protects the residents
from noise pollution and creates a microhabitat for insects and
birds.
What do you think of it?
Ed: Over the last year I have started reintroducing house plants
into my home in the hope that in some small way they will help.
I’m told they are good for your health — and not just
for their visual beauty... Studies have also proven that
indoor plants improve concentration and productivity (by up to 15
percent!), reduce stress levels and boost your mood. Perfect now
I’m working from home!

Our New Season of Creation Banner
This banner, now on display in church for the Season of
Creation, was made by Tessa Albenese and friends from the
Justice and Peace Group from St Alban’s Church. Thank you.

Chief Executive of A Rocha UK,
Andy Atkins, said:
“With the climate crisis accelerating and the UK
due to host the COP26 climate talks in
November 2021 in Glasgow, we believe the time
has come for all churches across the UK to pray
about and act on the climate crisis, as we have
done in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Our vision is to leave a lasting legacy of
thousands of UK churches better equipped to
address this critical issue as part of their normal
discipleship and mission; and to make a very
significant contribution to civil society efforts to
secure adequate national and international
action at the COP26 conference.”

Another chance to visit the
pop up Scoop and Scales
shop at the Heritage Centre
Saturday 19th September

Pop Up Shop is BACK
A wonderful venture! Scoop and Scales.
Come and hear such happy tales.
Bring containers, boost those scales.
We don’t need more plastic!
We’re saving the whales!
Fill your vessels, weigh it out.
Pasta, lentils! Let’s sort it out.
Eco laundry, soap and spice.
Yummy sweeties… Have some rice.
Delicious nuts and raisins too;
Lovely helpers to welcome you.
So pop along without delay
To Scoop and Scales; Wahay! Wahay!
Maz Dean

