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A newsletter brought to you during Covid-19                                                   Church Together Apart                        

@stmikesmacclesfield www.stmichaels-macclesfield.org.uk 

From 17th February (Ash Wednesday) until 3rd April (Holy Saturday), 
a team of volunteers will lead Night Prayer on Zoom from 8.30pm. 
Do consider joining them if you can. Afterwards many people will 
quietly leave, though some may wish to stay on for a brief catch-up 
with others, but the meeting will close automatically just after 9pm - 
so definitely no late-night chat! 

Although Night Prayer has a ‘standard’ format, the readings and 
prayers vary each day. To join in fully you can download the Church 
of England’s Daily Prayer app (from Android or Apple), or you can 
go to the Daily Prayer Website Or you may simply wish to be 
present, listening to the words as you offer to God the past day and 
coming night.  

To join Night Prayer on Zoom, please use this link: 

Topic: Night Prayer 
Time: starts 8.30pm, everyday  

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75676947476?
pwd=R2twT2pQbTFzUGR5bk1reDZoVXdaZz09  

Meeting ID: 756 7694 7476 
Passcode: compline 

Please join a minute or two before 8.30pm for a prompt start. Your 
microphone will be muted on arrival; please keep it so until after 
Night Prayer. 

Lenten reading and Night Prayer are just two (of many) ways we 
can nurture our relationship with God through Jesus. Whichever way 
you choose, may you sense God’s loving presence this Lent.  

The Lord be with you. 

 

 

Key Stage 1 

Key Stage 2 

I’ve had a deeply frustrating annoyance this week. My printer suddenly 
decided that the toner cartridge I’ve been using for months is now 
‘Unsupported’. The red light flashes, an error message appears and I 
can't print, scan or copy anything. Huh! 

True, the cartridge is a ‘compatible’ rather than a genuine (and twice the 
price) branded one, but as I say, it’s been working alright for months. 
Indeed I’ve used it so much that the ‘low toner’ warning had started 
appearing whenever I printed something, and I’d prepared for the 
inevitable ‘Out of toner’ message by buying a replacement cartridge. 

But ‘Unsupported Cartridge’ – that’s another thing. I tried the new one. 
Still ‘Unsupported Cartridge’. Argh! 

Researching online I read several disparaging messages about the 
manufacturer wanting to lock out use of ‘compatible cartridges’. As I say, 
deeply frustrating and annoying . I can't do any more printing until 
another (genuine) cartridge arrives, so I sit down to write something for 
the Newsletter, and I think … 
I think how God made us for a purpose, and wants us to remain genuine 
to that calling (vocation). 

Acknowledging our Maker, and how God wants the best for us, is the 
start of the life of faith. God has given us autonomy and freewill, allowing 
us to choose our own path in life, to go after people, things and activities 
as we wish. Maybe we survive many years and everything seems to be 
alright, but how often do our choices turn out not to be the best 
possible? Raised voices, hurting emotions, damaged relationships, 
broken world. 

Something’s gone wrong – it’s called ‘sin’ – and it means we don’t truly 
function as the Maker wants.  

Please note that not only does any similarity with the printer 
manufacturer & toner cartridge fall down, it is totally turned on its head! 
God isn't devious, malicious or greedy; we can never be in a place 
where we will be unsupported by God. Instead, out of love and 
compassion, Jesus paid the highest price for you and for me as He took 
our sin - all sin - to the cross at Calvary. The flashing red light of sin is 
replaced by the constant green light of new life in Jesus.   

With the season of Lent beginning on Wednesday, can I suggest that 
this is an opportunity for each of us to revisit our relationship with 
God, of returning to the Manufacturer’s intentions for us?  
I'm delighted that, as well as The Bible Course continuing on Thursday 
evenings, many people are choosing to set aside time during Lent to 
read, reflect, and share with others from one or other of the books I 
suggested the other week. (If you would like to join a book group to 
‘journey with others’ during Lent then let me know.) 

Another opportunity is to join in with a new initiative for the season of 
Lent, Night Prayer. Traditionally known as ‘Compline’ (from the Latin for 
‘fill up’ or ‘complete’), this short act of worship (no more than 15 minutes) 
can give a sense of completion to the day. You may even recognise a 
few phrases from it, such as: 

‘The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end’; 

 ‘Before the ending of the day, 
 Creator of the world, we pray 
 That you, with steadfast love, would keep 
 Your watch around us while we sleep.’;  

and   

 ‘Save us, O Lord, while waking, 
 and guard us while sleeping, 
 that awake we may watch with Christ 
 and asleep may rest in peace.’  

Prayer for the Nation 
 
The Archbishops of Canterbury and York are inviting the nation 
to join them in prayer every evening at 6.00pm throughout 
February. 
Here is the prayer for the week beginning 15th February:  
 
Loving Father God, 
be with us in our distress; 
be with our families, friends, and neighbours,  
our country and our world. 
Give health to the sick, 
hope to the fearful, 
and comfort to mourners. 
Give wisdom to our frontline and key workers,  
insight to our Government, 
and patience to us all. 
Overcome disease with the power of your new life,  
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

More prayers can be found at: 
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/prayer-
nation#na  

Reconnecting to our Maker  

about:blank#_blank
about:blank#_blank
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
about:blank
about:blank
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/prayer-nation#na
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/prayer-nation#na
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Is this you?   

St Michael’s Clergy PA & Church Administrator  

(Or do you know someone who might like to consider this?) 

 
We are looking for a Clergy PA & Administrator to support the Rector, and the congregation of St Michael’s.  
Tasks include: 

• To manage Life Events (baptisms, weddings and funerals) for churches in the team; 

• To be the primary contact for St Michael’s Church community, including civic and Town Centre functions; 

• To coordinate appropriate methods of communication, in accord with the Church’s vision, ministry and mission, for 
members of St Michael’s and the wider public; 

• To provide PA support for the ministry of the Rector of St Michael’s and administration of the congregation.  
 

The role is for 20 hours per week and has flexibility to negotiate working from home and working days. 
For a full role description and application form please contact Rachel Mayers by email rachel.mayers@btinternet.com 

 

We are also looking for volunteers: 
• First Aiders 
We need more people with an up to date First Aid qualification. Do you have one? Would 
you be willing to renew an expired one or take up training for the first time? For the right 
person, we would be able to help with the cost.  

• Health and Safety Officer  
Is Health and Safety your thing? It would be great if someone could take on this 
responsibility for our church building. On its own it’s not too great a task, but it is a role that 

is best done by a designated, trained person. Again, we can arrange the training.  

• Communication 
Our strategy, begun at the Vision Day on 29th Feb 2020, is developing: we now need to develop a communication plan.  
Is communication your thing? or – do you know someone with these skills who might help us out for a short time?  
 

For all these volunteer opportunities please contact Rachel as above    

Fruit Cake Recipe submitted by David Smith 
To be taken with a (large) pinch of salt! 
Guaranteed to put you in the holiday spirit 
You’ll need the following: 

• 4 large eggs 

• 2 cups dried fruit 

• Tsp baking powder 

• Tsp salt 

• Cup of brown sugar 

• Lemon juice 

• Nuts 

• A bottle or two of rum 
Before you start, sample the rum to check for quality.  If it’s good, let’s get 
started. 
Take a large bowl and a measuring cup.  Check the rum again. To be sure 
it’s the highest quality, pour one level cup and drink it as fast as you can. 
Repeat.  Turn on the electric mixer.  
Beat one cup of butter in a large fluffy bowl.  
Add one seaspoon of thugar and beat again. 
Meanwhile make sure the rum has maintained its quality.  Cry another tup.  
Open a second quart if necessary.  
Turn off the mixer.  Break two arge legs, add to the bowl and chuck in the 
cup of dried fruit.  Mix on the turner and beat till high.  If the fried druit 
gets stuck in the beaterers, just pry it loose with a drewscriver. Sample the 
rum to check for toncisticity. 
Next sift two cups of pepper or salt.  Or something.  Who cares? Check the 
rum. Now sift the lemon juice and strain the nuts.  Fold in some chopped 
butter.  Add one table. Spoon.  Of brown thugar or whatever colour you 
can find.  
Grease the oven. Turn the cake to 350 gredees. Don’t for get to beat off 
the turner. Now pour the whole mess into the coven and ake. Feed to your 
goat. Check the rum again and bo to ged.  

From the Findhorn 
Foundation 

  

'Just remember in the winter 
Far beneath the bitter snows 

Lies the seed that with the sun's love 
In the spring becomes the rose.' 

'The Rose' by Bette Midler         Picture: 'Christmas Rose' by Gabi John 

about:blank
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Forthcoming Funerals 
 

Doreen Dawson’s funeral will be in St Michael’s,  
Thursday 18th February 2.00pm. 

Committal at Macclesfield Crematorium at 3.00pm 
 

Sue Henderson’s Funeral will be in St Michael’s,  
Tuesday 16th February 10.15am  

The burial will take place afterwards at Macclesfield Cemetery  
 
 

If people wish to attend either Doreen’s or Sue’s funeral we 
need to know names and numbers in advance.  

There is  limit of 30 mourners allowed at funerals at the moment. 
Please email Martin Stephens (teamrector.macc@gmail.com) 

or phone/leave a message for him 
or 01625 426110) 

Gemma and Rob’s 
Special Valentine’s Gift— 
to us all 
Rob and I will be celebrating our 

21st Valentine’s Day together this 
year, but it will be a little bit 
different from usual. We are 

spending the day completing our 
training to become Volunteer 

Vaccinators in the community. Never did I think we’d be 

studying and working together again but if it helps in 
this current situation, we’re honoured to do it! We might 
not be at church next Sunday but I know I’ll be saying a 

little prayer, as this is something completely 
new to us both, so wish us luck and be sure 
to say hello if it’s us that you see when you 

get your vaccination! 
Gemma (Shepherd-Etchells) 

Thank-you to Gemma and Rob from us all ! 

Chester 
Diocesan News 
 
 

If you wish to read the latest Chester Diocesan 
News , please use the link here. 

Sunday Morning Worship – the Afterword  
 

The rumours are rife!!! Was the behaviour in the Breakout Rooms so very disruptive? 
Who was the trouble-maker? What did they say, and did they swear? It must’ve been 
bad for Tricia to chuck out everyone from the meeting, amid cries of “You have no 
authority here, Tricia Atherton!” 

She’s been watching the Jackie Weaver video – calm and collected but ruthless.  

Yes, I have been picking up tips about how to run an exciting Parish Council Meeting… 
and truthfully, I have always wanted to evict a few people from these meetings but I 
can assure you that this is not what happened last Sunday after the morning service.  

The meeting suddenly ended for everyone, including me. So, I apologise for that but I 
have no explanation to give. I did re-open the meeting as soon as I could and some 
folk came back to continue their chat. Please don’t be put off from joining a Breakout 
Room next week. It has never happened before and we will try to ensure it never 
happens again. See you next Sunday and thanks for your patience. 

PS And from now on. I want to be called 
Jackie Weaver!! 

(The link to the Handforth Parish Council 
meeting is here) 

Tricia Atherton 

How to contact the Office  

We no longer have Sue in the office, so 
several volunteers will be trying to keep 
most office functions going. Please would 
you be careful to use the correct email 
address for the purpose of your message. 

• For the newsletter: 
stmikesnotices@gmail.com 

• For bookings, building maintenance: 
office@stmichaels-macclesfield.org.uk 

• For service details, rotas, anything 
else: clergypa@maccteam.org.uk  

These email addresses will be accessed at 
least once per week, but not every day, so 
don’t expect an instant response. 
The office phone will also be accessed at 
least once each week.  

Here’s a 
picture of 
Lynne’s 

patience-
busting 

“lockdown 
quilt” as 

mentioned in 
her talk on 31 

Jan.   
Please send in 
any pictures of 

your own 
lockdown 

achievements. 
 

(And - no, it 
wasn’t all hand
-sewn, Chris!) 

https://www.chester.anglican.org/support-services/communications/cdns-ebulletins/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jB3P_0GAi0Ia
mailto:clergypa@maccteam.org.uk
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Your connection is 
unstable: why our 
friendships need 
nurturing and treasuring 
more than ever 

A reflection by Phil Knox, Head of Mission to Young Adults at the 
Evangelical Alliance 

A few weeks ago, I lost my wedding ring. The shiny gold band and I 
had lasted 13 years together before it seemingly completely 
disappeared. 

During that time there had rarely been a day when it had not 
adorned my finger and, having lost it, I genuinely felt its absence 
on an almost hourly basis. I would wring my hands longingly, my 
eyes scanning every shelf and surface for a glimpse of burnished 
jewellery. I must have searched under the sofas over 20 times. Just 
in case it had fallen into the bin, I trawled through the rubbish and 
searched through week-old chicken carcasses and nappies in vain. 

There is something that happens within us when something is lost. 
Our mind and body are created to respond when they need 
something that is lacking. And, without exception, in this season of 
our lives, we are all missing something. 

The way we have responded to the absence of the familiar has 
been interesting over the last year. During the first lockdown, 
a friend craved a breakfast muffin from a well-known fast-food 
outlet so much that they decided to create their own homemade 
version. It was an admirable attempt. During the great live sport 
famine of 2020, channels ran reruns of 1990s tournaments, 
sending middle-aged fans into nostalgic overdrive. These 
innovative substitutions may work for our superficial needs, but 
what about the deepest needs that we have lost? 

We were not intended to be socially 
distant. We are created for 
community. We are formed and 
forged for friendship. 

The reason so many of us, and not 
just the extroverts, are finding this 

season tough is that we are made in the image of a God who is 
relational. The mystery of Father, Son and Holy Spirit, the three in 
one deity, is about more than just personas. At the baptism of 
Jesus, we see all three interacting in a dynamic, intimate 
relationship. Inbuilt into every human spirit is a hunger to connect 
with others, to love and be loved in return. Distance between 
these connections has been necessarily increased to preserve our 
physical life and prevent more deaths, but we must acknowledge 

and lament the deficiency we all feel, which has been created by 
relational starvation. 

But as we grieve the loss of buzzing coffee shops, hugs with best 
mates, jostling to get to the biscuits at the end of church, heaving 
crowds in packed stadiums and circles of friends laughing, let us also 
take a moment to reflect on what we can do now to feed our God-
given appetite for relationship. Let us remember that as we do, we 
are also meeting the need of those around us who are also suffering 
from the same friendship-frustration. How do we love our neighbour 
through masks, tiers, and government restrictions? I have a few 
ideas. 

Be intentional and realistic 
We cannot possibly be best friends with everyone, but we can make 
time to walk, run or cycle regularly with a handful, one at a time. In 
these moments go deep, and be honest, vulnerable and truthful. 
Pray together. I have been running with a few mates over the past 
few months, and in hunger terms, each meeting is a life-giving feast 
of connection. 
 
Be generous and encouraging 
For a wider group of friends, small gestures of friendship – a phone 
call, text message, quick Zoom call or postcard – can bring light to 
a dark day. We are all a bit more fragile than usual. Discouragement 
will hit us harder. Kindness will help keep our heads above water. 
 
Remember, midweek matters 
Most churches are running online discipleship groups during the 
week. I can be really tempted, especially after a day in front of 
a screen, to make the excuse that I am ‘Zoomed-out’ and take 
a night off. I have to remind myself that the group is not only good 
for me, but my presence there also makes a big difference in 
encouraging others. 
 
Smile and reach out 
Getting out of the house each day makes a huge difference, and as 
you walk the streets around you, simply make eye contact with 
others, smile and say “Hi”. I have observed that as I do, almost 
everyone is desperate to make a connection in return.  
After a couple of weeks, the wedding ring turned up. My two-year-
old had hidden it in a Paw Patrol toy. I’ve not taken it off since. The 
joy of being reunited, and the relief of knowing it once was lost but 
now is found, mean I treasure it all the more. What if this season of 
disconnection and social distancing is teaching us to be better 
friends? What if our connections grew deeper and more 
meaningful? Christians should be the best friends in the world. Let 
us cheer one another on and reach out to those starved of 
relationship in these difficult times. 

Pandemic 
Pictures 

 

 

It’s 6.00am. 

Chris has already been up 

for an hour with two 

young children, and the 

day stretches ahead…. 

Why not let the children 

dress you up as a 

dragon? Old enough to have been vaccinated -  young enough to enjoy the 

playground:  

Bernice and Mo having a socially distanced see-saw ride! 
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This begins on Sat 20th Feb.   
St Michael’s is a Fairtrade church.  

 

Find out more by joining in this meeting organised by St Alban’s Justice and Peace Group: 
 
Fairtrade in a time of Pandemic and Climate Crisis 
A briefing by Stefan Donnelly of the Fairtrade Foundation 
 
 Tuesday 23rd February 7.30 to 8.15 pm. Doors open at 7.15 
 
To register for the meeting please contact Keith Taylor at  SKeithTayl2@outlook.com 

“Instead of giving 
something up for 
Lent, why not try 
taking something up 
instead?”  
 
The world does seem to be 
waking up to the damage caused 
to our earth. The planet is heating 
up, bio-diversity is under threat 
and pollution is destroying our 
oceans, but the political wind is 
changing. Recent elections signal 
a huge change in emphasis; 

Governments are talking about a ‘Green industrial revolution’ to lead 
us out of the economic crisis caused by the pandemic; policies such as 
all electric car sales by 2030 are really focusing minds; renewable 
energy is making a significant contribution to the National Grid and 
the goal of carbon neutral no longer looks the impossibility it once 
did.  
 
In November the world will gather in Glasgow at the COP26 Global 
conference on Climate Change and hopes are high for progress in 
tackling the climate crisis. But all of us can make a small difference 
and Christians who see life itself as a gift of God must be in the 
forefront of change.  
 
Our diocesan Environment Forum is planning a significant year ahead 
and it starts as we go into Lent. 40 reflections have been gathered 
from individuals around the Diocese. They are people who are trying 
in small ways to be the difference. They ask you to draw close to the 
Bible again and get deeper into a text that is grounded in the gift of 
life. You will find a new post every day from Ash Wednesday to Good 
Friday posted on the website and social media. Join in with the 
journey and rediscover the gift of God this Lent.  

Along with the readings and reflections there are actions. Instead of 
giving something up for Lent – why not try taking something up 
instead? There are 7 challenges on the website – each intended to 
make you think, each intended to make you pray, each intended to 
give you new insight into the God who told us in the first chapter of 
Genesis to ‘Prosper, Reproduce, Fill the earth and Take Charge.’ (Gen 
1:28 The Message) This Lent I’m asking you to take your stewardship 
seriously.  

As the year progresses there will be more. Because as we emerge 
from the pandemic, we have such an opportunity to do things 
differently, and better. To celebrate a God who gives so generously to 
a people who so easily miss his gift. Against a backdrop of sorrow step 
into a new season with hope and celebrate the gift of life in all its 
fullness. 

Ian Bishop 
Archdeacon of Macclesfield 

If you want to join in with the 40 Lent 
reflections and 7 mini-challenges, go to 

chester.anglican.org/Lent 

Valentine’s Day 

The Feast of Saint Valentine was 
established by Pope Gelasius I in AD 
496 to be celebrated on 14thFebruary 
in honour of Saint Valentine of Rome, 
who died on that date in AD 269.  
Valentine is thought to have been a 
priest in Rome, imprisoned for 
providing assistance to persecuted Christians, and executed 
for refusing to convert to paganism. 
 
The day became associated with romantic love in the 14th and 
15th centuries when notions of courtly love flourished, 
apparently by association with the "lovebirds" of early spring. 
In 18th century England, it grew into an occasion in which 
couples expressed their love for each other by presenting 
flowers, offering confectionery, and sending greeting cards 
(known as "valentines"). Valentine's Day symbols that are 
used today include the heart-shaped outline, doves, and the 
figure of the winged Cupid.  

20’s Plenty 
On Valentine’s Day, show your love for 
your communities and for the 
environment by supporting           

20’s plenty for Cheshire East.  
 
Use the PDF attached with your 
newsletter to print off and make your 
own card and send it, or forward it by 
email, to your local Cheshire East 
Councillor, Head of the Council - 

(sam.corcoran@cheshireeast.gov.uk)   
or Highways portfolio holder (Laura.crane@cheshireeast.gov.uk ).  
For further information contact David Mayers (420716) or 
email cheshireeast@20splentyforus.org.uk 
 

If your beautiful heart 
Loves 20 miles per hour 
Please share this tweet 

With those in power 
  

Reclaim your street 
For people on feet 

20mph is a sign 
Of love in our time 

  
Roses are red 

This heart is too 
Ask for 20mph 

For fewer lights that are blue 
  

On roads that are residential 
It’s common sensical 
To limit speeds to 20 
To love all humanity 

Fairtrade  Fortnight  

mailto:SKeithTayl2@outlook.com
https://www.chester.anglican.org/Lent
mailto:sam.corcoran@cheshireeast.gov.uk
mailto:Laura.crane@cheshireeast.gov.uk
mailto:cheshireeast@20splentyforus.org.uk

