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A Happy New Year to you all!

together through house- and Lent groups, and opening our
building and hearts to extend God’s welcome to all. I feel so
blessed to be the vicar of this Church.
But even ‘new staff member’, ‘dates in the diary’, and ‘regular
activities’ aren’t the pinnacle of church life for me. For that, I look
to God!
St Paul, to the Christians in Corinth wrote: “It’s not important who
does the planting, or who does the watering. What’s important is
that God makes the seed grow.”

My first newsletter message of 2022, and the first of our new
format of monthly newsletters. Our plan is to have a summary of
weekly notices, with a fuller, more informative and in-depth
monthly newsletter, perhaps with input from yourself? or a
spotlight on an aspect of church life?

“Amen!”. I think we can see something of God's work at St
Michael's through our willingness ‘to plant and to water’ (to use
Paul’s imagery).
In September we took the plunge and launched ‘Church Family
Worship’ – a new format for our regular Sunday morning services.
Many of you have told me how great it feels to be gathering for
worship, seeing all ages attending and involved. With recent
refinements I think we’re all beginning to feel more settled (no
mean feat for ‘all change’ during a pandemic!)

Hopefully this system will keep everyone up-to-date with what’s
happening through the weekly notices, but have more ‘editorialtype’ items and stories of interest as a form of shop-window into
our church community. I also hope it will a less burdensome
workload for the editors/compilers (usually Porsche).

However, what I’ve also noticed, with excitement, is that new
people are coming along. Maybe rather subtly or haphazardly, but
by no means insignificantly, single people, couples and families are
venturing through the door and joining in. Whatever their
background, whatever their age, it’s a great joy and a real blessing
to behold!

Looking at my diary, there are many highlights to 2022, the first of
which is: we have a new member of staff in the Church Office!
Elaine will principally look after ‘buildings & bookings’ - liaising
with contractors (to keep the building operationally safe), and
external hirers (making our premises available to others in the
community). I’m sure you will join me in giving Elaine a warm
welcome and extending her our wholehearted support, thank
you.

If you're one such person: “Welcome!”
If you were here in 2020: “I hope you see the
new faces too!”

Other highlights and exciting events happening this year (in
chronological order) are:

Just before He was arrested, Jesus prayed for
His followers, ‘that they may all be one’ (John 17:21). May that be
our prayer ‘too for 22’? May we - Jesus’s followers today - be one!
I don’t mean everyone agreeing on everything, or all looking
identical (heaven forbid!)

a Sunday visit by Bishop Sam;
followed a few weeks’ later by an
Episcopal Visit (+Mark & +Sam) to
the deanery;

What I mean that we each make every effort to ‘become’ one
family – to notice each other, to ask each other’s name and
welcome one another, to make ourselves open towards others
joining our friendship- or activity group. I would love our church to
be a place where all may find a home, whether they’ve been
coming for donkey’s years or are with us for the first time.

a triennial conference in Derbyshire
(okay, perhaps not the MOST
exciting of events, but special
nevertheless for being Bishop
Mark’s first gathering of the clergy);
three weddings of members of our church family;

Barnaby Festival with the United Church Service in the Market
Place; and

I’m sure that Jesus, when He prayed for His disciples to be one, He
had in mind the very things we feel today: that desire to belong to
others; to feel supported when going through difficult times; and
that encouragement and affirmation from others when we try to
stretch our wings.

Festival Manchester (‘a weekend of fun, music and a message of
Good News’)

If we can be such a ‘church family’ this year then, more than ever, I
believe this will be a very good year.

These are just a few activities, only take us to the beginning of
July, and don’t include any regular activities of our church life,
such as gathering for worship, sharing food & fellowship, learning

With every blessing,

the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations;

Make every effort to keep the unity of
the Spirit through the bond of peace. (Eph.4:1)
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New member of the office team
This week we welcome Elaine Collinson into the Church Office. As Building and
Bookings Assistant, Elaine will be responsible for managing bookings of rooms
within the church building, making sure that it is a welcoming space ready for
the activity. She will also oversee the routine maintenance calendar.
Elaine’s can be contacted by email on office@stmichaels-macclesfield.org.uk,
and will normally be found in or around the church office on Tuesday and
Wednesday mornings, plus other (flexible) hours as needed by the role. If she
is not in the office and you wish to report a fault or make an enquiry please
email or leave a note on the office door.

Elaine says:
‘Hello from your new Building and Bookings Assistant/Co-ordinator!
I have lived at Broken Cross with, my now grown up, family since 2011 and
have a special interest in helping church to be accessible, relevant and fun
throughout the community as well as the current congregation.

I attend St Philip’s and St James’ in Alderley Edge (where we used to live), am
in the choir there and have run children’s outreach events and Sunday School
in the past. In my working life I have helped run businesses and worked in
Accounts.
I am looking forward to meeting you all and working with you, and integrating into the local community more.
Wishing you all a happy, healthy and exciting 2022!
Best wishes Elaine’

Music@Mike’s
Tenor Will Smith and pianist Simon Bate perform songs by Scubert, Duparc
and others. 1.15 – 2pm at St.Michael’s on Thursday 20th January.
As usual entry is free and light refreshments or a hot meal will be available
from the Angel At My Table café.
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Church Heating

Newsletter Update

You have probably noticed that
we have been having trouble
with the elderly church boiler
over the past few weeks. It frequently does not ignite automatically so has not been on long
enough to be at the intended
temperature at the start of an
event. We are making strenuous efforts to resolve the problem,
but please come prepared with an extra layer or two (or even a
blanket!) just in case.

As previously advised, weekly
news relating to Church
matters will be emailed out
weekly and posted on the
website in a bulletin format.
Then on the third Friday of
every month a monthly
newsletter will be both emailed and distributed out just as it has
been for the last two years.
This is a slight change to what was previously suggested (the end
of the month) but it has been discussed and there are plenty of
other deadlines to reach at the end of the month relating to other
matters so the hope is to allow this to give people more time to
contribute to the newsletter without being overwhelmed by other
deadlines and commitments all at the same time.

Safeguarding
A reminder to say
that for any
safeguarding
concerns or
questions, please
contact our
Safeguarding officer
Gemma Sheperd-Etchells.

As always, please keep all newsletter and bulletin notices coming
to stmikesnotices@gmail.com. Bulletin information can be sent as
and when but if you would like to send content for the newsletter,
the deadline for this will be Monday prior to the third Sunday of
the month, ie February 14th for the next issue.

Email: g.r.shepherd-etchells@gmx.com

Thank you all again,
Porsche

Thanks
Gemma

PA (audio) system
We are well aware that there are also
currently some problems with the
audio system which are especially
noticeable on streamed services.
Please be assured that we are doing
our best to get this problem resolved
too.

The Second Sunday of Epiphany
Eternal Lord, our beginning and our end: bring us with the
whole creation to your glory, hidden through past ages and
made known in Jesus Christ our Lord.

16th January 2022
The Second Sunday of Epiphany
Church Family Communion
Leader: Rev’d Martin Stephens
Speaker: Rev’d Martin Stephens
Reading: John 2:1-11
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Help needed
Can you spare an hour or so once a week to help prepare the volunteer rota for Angel at my
Table cafe?
We need someone to contact new prospective volunteers and their referees, draw up the weekly rota and liaise with current volunteers.
If you would like to know more about what is involved please speak to Ali Griffen in the cafe (Thursday to Saturday).

Equipment Needed
Angel at my Table cafe is in need of the following items. If you have any going spare please leave in the marked box in the kitchen. Please
don’t buy anything new, if you want to help donations of money would be welcome instead. The management team reserves the right to
dispose of items that are surplus to requirements.
Plastic spatula

Shallow cupcake/fairy cake tins
Round cake tins, any size
Loaf tins
Metal sieve
Lemon squeezer
Knife sharpener
Large baking sheet
Plastic shower caps (new for covering food)
Ice cream containers/plastic sealable boxes for food storage (>500ml) (Not take-a-way boxes)
Thanks
Ali

Flower News
The flowers on the Chancel Table recently have been graciously
donated by Jo Durbin in loving memory of her very dear Mother. Thank
you Jo.
Also…
A huge thank you to Bernice, Heather, Sandie, Sheena and David who
gave flowers, their time and skills to decorate the Church for the
Christmas Festival and to a kind person for her donation to the flower
fund.
Kitey

Macctastic
The next open meeting to discuss all things sustainable in Macclesfield will be on Tuesday 18th January at 7.30pm,
and will be on Zoom to ensure everyone can attend safely. This month the theme will be Transport, with contributions about electric cars and bikes, an integrated transport plan for Macclesfield, and the campaign for 20mph
speed limits in residential areas. All welcome. Joining details are;

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83805812904?pwd=SSsrK3Uva2N5QzZkMklqdEZPb0p3UT09

Meeting ID: 838 0581 2904
Passcode: C9862s
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Join us for

Wednesday Morning Discussion
11.00am to 12 noon

Worship

Join Zoom meeting here
Meeting ID: 971 3599 5784
Passcode: 01625

St Michael’s Worship 16th January 2022
The Second Sunday of Epiphany
Church Family Holy Communion—10:00am
live in church / streamed on Youtube

Leader: Rev’d Martin Stephens
Speaker: Rev’d Martin Stephens
Reading: John 2:1-11

Monday HomeGroup

Please use the link below to stream the Service on
Youtube. The stream will go live from 10:00am on Sunday
or you can catch up later.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCVAzMVgQfoZ9qv0il7rlwEw

When?

7.30pm - 9pm Monday evenings
(Fortnightly)

Where? The Rectory, Beech Lane, SK10 2DY
For more information contact Martin by email or
01625 426110.

Thursday Homegroup
Thursday Morning Worship 10:30AM (35 minutes)

Meeting for Bible study and prayer in various
locations.

13th January —Midweek Morning Communion

Please contact David Mayers (420716) or

20th January —Midweek Morning Prayer

Eve and David Budgett
(431606) for more
information.

(and then alternate thereafter...)
Our midweek services follow the order from the book of
Common Prayer (the old order)

How to contact the

Compline/Night Prayer

Office…

Every Friday
Topic: Night Prayer
Time: 8.30pm every Friday (join
from 8.25pm)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75676947476?
pwd=R2twT2pQbTFzUGR5bk1reDZoVXdaZz09
Meeting ID: 756 7694 7476
Passcode: compline

Phone—Landine—01625 421 984
Mobile— 07579 820 265 (on
Thursdays when Porsche is working from home)
Email— clergypa@maccteam.org.uk to contact Porsche
- office@stmichaels-macclesfield.org.uk to contact Elaine
for room bookings and building matters
- stmikesnotices@gmail.com for newsletter items.

- maccteamprinting@gmail.com for all printing
enquiries.

Email any prayer requests here

In Person—The Office, St Michael’s Church, Market Place,
Macclesfield, SK10 1DY
Please note Porsche is usually in the office on Mondays, Tuesdays
and Fridays between 9:30am-2:30pm. Wednesday is her day off
and Thursday she works from home between the same hours.

DONATIONS: Donating to the
church for general purposes
has been made simpler.

Elaine’s office hours are not set so please make a prior
appointment if you wish to meet with Elaine in person.

Scan the QR Code to donate.
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