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Would you rise to the challenge?

Having been asked to write something for publication in the July
magazine, I have mulled over a number of different subjects – not
least the consideration of honesty and integrity – but thankfully I
have calmed down and will not issue a polemic tract.
Rather, I thought, I would revisit the second half of the passage
that was set as the reading at the end of June – Luke 9:57 – 62:
As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will
follow you wherever you go.”
Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son
of Man has no place to lay his head.”
He said to another man, “Follow me.”
But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”

The first person sounds positive – “I will follow you wherever you
go” – but Jesus reminds him, and us, that we are on a marathon
rather than a sprint – are we really prepared, are we able to do
whatever we may be required to do, to help spread the Good
News? We hear a lot about scams at the moment, but Christianity
is no scam. Jesus points out that following in the way is no easy
task –no one can say they haven’t been warned; the message is
clear. Do we want to stand up and be counted?
Jesus’ response to the second person sounds harsh, until we
understand the meaning behind the excuse: because excuse is
what it is. In the middle-east, funerals are scheduled to happen
within twenty-four hours of death. If this person was dealing with
a funeral, it is unlikely that he would have had the opportunity to
meet with Jesus. No, he is saying that he is not sufficiently
committed. He wants to wait, perhaps for many years. But Jesus
says there is a critical time for each of us to react – for this man
there was an opportunity to leave his spiritually dead surroundings
– not doing so would drag him back, so that he would never get
out. We should act at once when our hearts are stirred.
The third person seemed unsure – was the call greater than the
pull of family? For many the past is everything, nostalgia for when
everything was so much
better, but the past is often
seen through rose-tinted
glasses – we skip over the
“difficult” history.
We are called to move
forward with Christ. St Paul
likened the Christian life to a
race in Philippians 3: 13 - 14:
(This article is continued on page 2)

Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go
and proclaim the kingdom of God.”

Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back
and say goodbye to my family.”

The Collect for the

Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plough and looks
back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.”

Fifth Sunday after Trinity

Meeting characters in the Bible can be really helpful. We see how
they responded to a situation and perhaps we roll our eyes in
disbelief. However, a pause for reflection can sometimes help us
to see that we too misunderstand what is asked of us.
Jesus’ mission had an urgency; he only had about three years to
prepare the ground for the spreading of the Good News. The
people of his day had to learn about the Kingdom of Heaven and
Jesus’ intention was
to generate a
reaction. In this
passage we hear of
three potential
disciples who didn’t
really understand
what was being
asked of them.

Almighty God,
send down upon your Church
the riches of your Spirit,
and kindle in all who minister the gospel
your countless gifts of grace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

17th July 2022
The Fifth Sunday after Trinity
Holy Communion—10:00am
Leader: Revd Ali Marshall
Speaker: Mike Strutt

(continued from page 1)

Cricket

“Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken
hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and
straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win
the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ
Jesus.”

Despite some damp weather, St
Michael’s CC has enjoyed a
number of exciting games this
season, and at last a win!

So for the third person there is the challenge to make a clear
decision – don’t sit on the fence – lukewarm service is no service.
This was the problem highlighted to the Laodiceans in Revelation
3: 15 - 16:
I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you
were either one or the other! So because you are lukewarm –
neither hot nor cold – I am about to spit you out of my mouth.
We can
recognise that
each person,
who met Jesus,
had their reason
for acting as they
did.
What would be our reaction, if we put ourselves into their
situation – in the same way that the children are invited to place
their figures in the story, during Story-Telling in the Savage
Chapel? What do these meetings mean for each of us – are we
looking for excuses, or actually rising to Jesus’ challenge?

Mike Strutt

Playing against a strong Ash Tree
side we chased down their total of
161 for 4 off 20 overs to reach
164 for 3 in our own last over. A
very exciting finish!
Our next game is on Thursday 21st July 6.30pm at Kerridge
CC against Radbroke Hall. Spectators welcome. Contact
David Mayers for more information.

The raised bed
Constructed last
autumn in the
churchyard near the
Youth Centre, to raise
the biodiversity of the
area and to grow our
own vegetables and
herbs; the raised bed
is now full of crops of
many kinds –
including broad beans, French beans, beetroot, onions and
many herbs.
Have a look, and help yourself to anything you fancy.

Many thanks to Anthony Hulme for tending the bed so
carefully.

Eco-church group
If you are interested in how St Michael’s is or should be reducing its carbon footprint and helping to
protect our endangered planet, then please come to the next meeting of the eco-church group;
Tuesday 19th July 6.30pm in the Welcome Area at church.
All welcome.

Coffee and Chat on Wednesday mornings
If you have the technology, it is so easy to log onto our weekly chat.
You don’t need to feel out of touch with other Christians, especially
if you are in the vulnerable category and don’t leave the house very
often.
Coffee and Chat is not a Bible Study, it is not a group which says
we have all the answers, it is a small group of Christians who share
our experiences of how being a Christian affects us in our everyday
lives. We ask questions and listen to each other without judgement
or censure. It is one hour during the week when we can get to know
each other and understand that we are not alone on our faith
journey.
We had a series of questions called “What have you found helpful?
And now we are chatting about ‘What do you find difficult in your
Christian life?’ We have asked this question with regard to
Forgiveness and Guidance. The other subjects in this series are
Forgiveness
Guidance
Resentment, bitterness
Perfect love casts out fear - how does this work?
Being different in some way - feeling that you don't fit in
Exhausted from serving the church
We don’t necessarily have the answers but it is encouraging to know that others have the same questions! The link is – here
If you would be interested in a similar group which would meet in person please talk to me, Tricia Atherton or Martin about this.
Keep peggin’ away!

L.E.T.S
June Let’s Eat Together Sunday will take place this Sunday once the after-service refreshments are complete.
Come along and bring some food to share: it always ends up being a lovely surprise.
For more information please contact Tricia Atherton

Much Ado about Nothing
This weekend, 15th, 16th and 17th July - our very own Pete Munro will
be strutting about the stage at Woodford Community Centre.

The Greater Manchester Drama Federation are presenting Much Ado
About Nothing - and it's in a field! I kid you not!

It has pulled together people from amateur dramatic societies within the
organisation from as far afield as Bolton down to our own home town.

It includes a few members of MADS and is directed by Cameron Chandler, himself a MADS member.

The idea is that you bring a picnic, "doors" open from 4:30pm, and then enjoy (I hope) the play at 7:30pm

Please follow the attached link for tickets/further details - and here's hoping that you can make it. The weather is, at present, looking
promising!

https://new.gmdf.org/gmdf-theatre-on-the-meadow-2022/

Heritage Open Day .. Save the date
On Saturday 10th September Macclesfield Silk Heritage are coordinating a Heritage
Open Day event in the town. There will be walking tours around the town
highlighting items of interest, and people will have the chance to drop off at places
which are offering visits. St Michael’s will be taking part as one of the places in
Macclesfield which has some unique heritage and stories to share.
Rather than try to include everything, we plan to focus on two aspects this year: the
Savage family and other reminders of the original building; and the Sunday School
“walks” which used to take place in the town. This will be an opportunity to dig out
the old Sunday School banners we have in the loft, and to ask folk to share
memories of taking part in the parades.
We need some volunteers to welcome visitors and share this history – don’t worry,
you don’t have to know it, you will be provided with the information. If you would
like to help in any way please contact Rachel M or Elaine via the office.

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do
not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.
Joshua 1:9
St Peter’s Wildflowers
We at St Peter’s had a bit of a project going about promoting wildflowers and we’ve developed an online resource which
should enable absolute beginners to grow wildflowers. If you would like some more information on this, please follow the link;
https://stpetersmacc.org/wildflowers/

Join us for

Worship

Wednesday Morning Discussion
11.00am to 12 noon

Join Zoom meeting here
Meeting ID: 971 3599 5784
Passcode: 01625

St Michael’s Worship 17th July 2022
The Fifth Sunday after Trinity
Holy Communion—10:00am—
Leader & Speaker: Revd Ali Marshall & Mike Strutt

Please use the link below to stream previous Services on
Youtube if you wish.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCVAzMVgQfoZ9qv0il7rlwEw

Thursday Morning Worship 10:30AM (35 minutes)

Thursday Homegroup
Meeting for Bible study and prayer in various
locations.
Current Theme: Reflecting on The Prodigal Son
based on a book by Henri Nouwen

21st July —Midweek Morning Prayer

Please contact David Mayers (420716) or

28th July —Midweek Morning Communion

Eve and David Budgett (431606) for more
information.

(and then alternate thereafter...)
Our midweek services follow the order from the book of Common
Prayer (the old order)

Compline/Night Prayer
Start the Week....
......Every Monday from 7.30am in church
Morning Prayer at 8.30am in church and also on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/stmikesmacclesfield

Every Friday
Topic: Night Prayer
Time: 8.30pm every Friday (join
from 8.25pm)
Join Zoom Meeting

How to contact the

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75676947476?

Office…
Phone—Landine—01625 421 984
Email— clergypa@maccteam.org.uk to contact Porsche

Email any prayer requests here

- office@stmichaels-macclesfield.org.uk to contact Elaine
for room bookings and building matters
- stmikesnotices@gmail.com for newsletter items.
- maccteamprinting@gmail.com for all printing

DONATIONS: Donating
to the church for

enquiries.
In Person—The Office, St Michael’s Church, Market Place,
Macclesfield, SK10 1DY
Please note Porsche is usually in the office on Mondays, Tuesdays
and Fridays between 9:30am-2:30pm. Wednesday is her day off
and Thursday she works from home between the same hours.
Elaine’s office hours are usually Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday 9:30am-12:30pm.

general purposes has

been made simpler.
Scan the QR Code to
donate.

