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It seems an age ago now, when many of us met in 
church and spent a day celebrating, and imagining 
our hopes and aspirations for the future. How can 
we be “Salt and Light” for the people of 
Macclesfield?  

Three themes 
emerged from the 
feedback:  
* Exploring &  
Nurturing Christian 
Faith;  
* Enabling people to 
Encounter God 
through people and 
our building;  
* Sustainability, i.e. minimising our environmental 
impact. 

We will be developing the ideas in these areas to 
some specific aspirations and priorities, and will be 
discussing how we do that with the Church Council 
on Tuesday. Look out for next week’s newsletter to 
find out more! 

Rachel Mayers 

We've had an enormous amount of enquiries and 
new followers over the last few weeks which is 
wonderful and we thank you for your support. 
We thought we'd just explain a bit about what we 
are and what we aren't. WE'RE NOT A SHOP. WE'RE 
NOT A FOODBANK. You won't get everything you 
need from our surplus food grocery. BUT, you will 
get some stuff. And, it will help reduce the amount 
you spend on your weekly shop; in these weird 
times it'll hopefully reduce the amount of times you 
need to go out to the supermarket, and it will 
DEFINITELY stop perfectly good surplus/waste food 
going to landfill! 
 

Cre8’s Surplus Food Grocery 
Cre8 is a small local youth and community charity based on the 
Moss Estate in Macclesfield. The Grocery is one of our community 
projects and operates from St Barnabas Church, Lyme Avenue. 
We receive ‘surplus’ or ‘waste’ food donations from supermarkets, 
retailers, other charities, schools and individuals.  
Our Grocery is membership based, with members able to receive a 
weekly ‘shop’ for a small membership fee which varies depending 
on the quality and quantity of food.  
Our aim is to build a sustainable food re-distribution network that 
will eventually operate ‘mobile’ across the four main housing 
estates in Macclesfield; providing food to those who need it most, 
whilst helping to divert surplus food from going to waste.  
The food we receive is all ‘best before’ i.e. it can’t be sold in the 
shop but it is OK to consume if you check it, or it is extra to 
requirements. We do not give out food past its ‘use by’ date. 
Cre8 is a registered charity number 1147150. If you’d like to 
donate to our work, please see our website or the main Cre8 
facebook page for details. The Grocery is now able to take card 
payments which is now our preferred method of payment. For 
more information email Katy  
Katy Wardle   
PS: Cre8 have been  nominated for a Mayor's Civic Award and, as 
you read last week, are one of the new Mayor’s charities this year.  

http://www.cre8macclesfield.org
https://www.facebook.com/Cre8Grocery
mailto:katy.wardle@cre8macclesfield.org


Email any prayer requests here:     
  

 

 

This week’s lectionary readings:- 

Resources for adults:  
www.rootsontheweb.com/adultsathome19jul 

Resources for families: 

www.rootsontheweb.com/familiesathome19jul  

Men’s Meet-up Meeting: 

When? 8pm for 75 minutes on alternate 
Wednesday evenings 

Dates: 22nd July & 5th Aug 

Join Zoom Meeting here 
 
Meeting ID: 912 6715 2374 
Password: 980944 

Particularly aimed at those of working age 

(whether on furlough, unemployed or working flat

-out). Nothing heavy – at least not at this stage – 

but just the opportunity to share life and faith 

with others in a similar situation. 

Save these details for next time 

Wednesday Morning Discussion  

11.00am to 12 noon 

Join Zoom meeting here 

Meeting ID: 982 3541 9798 
Password: 382502 
Hosted by Tricia & Martin 

Please note these are NEW login 
details 

Men’s 

No Computer? No problem!  
You can still join any of these Zoom meetings and 
services  with your landline phone  

If phoning:  

Dial 0330 088 5830.  

When prompted, enter the Meeting ID 
from any of these boxes followed by # 

[For Sunday’s service: 999 6611 2203]  

When prompted, enter # 
Thursday Homegroup  

We are meeting via Zoom at 7.30pm.  

We are continuing with our study of Luke’s 
Gospel. Any one is welcome to join for Bible 
Study, prayer and fellowship, including by phone. 
For details, including the Zoom link, please 
contact David Mayers by email or by phone 
01625 420716 or  07963 802 659  

St Michael’s Merged Worship 19th July 2020  

at 10.00am Join in person in church or by 

clicking on the image below from 9.45am 

Meeting ID: 939 7279 7379   Password: 01625 

Service Leader: Lynne Spedding 
Talk:  Mike Strutt 
Reading: Matthew 13.24-30,36-43 

 

You will have the opportunity to talk to a smaller group in 

a break out room at the end of the service.  

Can’t join us live either in church or on Zoom? 

Watch the recording at a time to suit you after Sunday 

lunchtime here  

mailto:office@stmichaels-macclesfield.org.uk?subject=Prayer%20Requests
https://news-rootsontheweb.com/1C7U-6YDAX-OX1LME-44HALR-1/c.aspx
https://news-rootsontheweb.com/1C7U-6YDAX-OX1LME-44HALS-1/c.aspx
https://zoom.us/j/91267152374?pwd=ZzJlaUxQbWVJamI2WDdNbUdVUlk1QT09
https://zoom.us/j/98235419798?pwd=WnZObWRPQjNHQjBycjBUVW52d1pUZz09
mailto:davidjmayers@btinternet.com?subject=Tell%20me%20more%20about%20your%20Thursday%20Home%20Group
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/12802/
https://zoom.us/j/93972797379?pwd=UmtTeFZzSUVvSUdzYW1UVlRQVGFMUT09


Roots asked twelve young people who met on Zoom to discuss the journey they'd 
been on since the lockdown in March due to coronavirus. The gospel story of the 
disciples meeting a stranger on the road to Emmaus was the starting point for 
reflection and discussion. They share their experiences here, and offer ways to 
think about your own Journey 2020 and ideas for how to mark the end of a school 
year like no other.  

So, our church school closes this 
Friday and what a time it has been 
for everyone involved in the school 
community. But it’s been a 
tremendous effort by all the staff, 
parents, pupils and governors to 
keep learning going for everyone in 
the best way possible, ensuring it’s 
safe for everyone.  

We pray for the whole school 
community as they take a well 
deserved break over the Summer. 
We pray especially for our Year 6 
class as they transition to their 
secondary schools and any other 
children leaving Bollinbrook this 
week. They will be presented with a 
Youth Bible from the Governors to 
mark the end of their time at the 
school at a special service this Friday. 

We pray for rest and relaxation for 
the staff and governors. We pray for 

pupils in the other school years as 
they move up a year to a new 
teacher and classroom for that 
transition to go well in September. 
We pray for our new intake of pupils 
entering Reception class in 
September, and possibly other year 
groups, who are new to the school 
community. Finally, we pray for 
parents and the unique complexities 
this pandemic has given them and 
their family life. 

From our church community we 
pray for Molly as she receives her A 
level results and prepares for 
university life; for Duncan as he gets 
important exam results from 
college; for Eleanor, Connor, Holly, 
Jake and Ben getting their GCSE 
results. And for Aaron, Isaac, 
Eleanor and Sharon going to high 
school in September. 



Congratulations  
to everyone involved in bringing us worship to those 
physically in the church building and to those at home by 
Zoom Sunday morning, (and then to those at home in 
Macclesfield and beyond who access the recording at a time 
to suit them later).  

Thank you to Martin and his tech team of Duncan, Henry, 
Alan and Tricia. To Rachel for bringing us the hymns each 
week from her screen at home and to Angela, Neil, Sheena 
and David for their recording of the hymn and to Karen 
playing the organ on the recording. To our welcomers and 
door monitors who guided everyone in church through the 

safety precautions in place to keep us all safe. To Lynne for 
leading and Martin for preaching from church and to all 
those who contributed their respective parts of the service 
for prayers and readings etc. either from home or in 
church.  And to everyone who joined us far and wide to 
worship. It was a great first attempt at ‘merged worship’. 
We are learning all the time with this new technology so 
please do bear with us while we figure it all out. It really is 
a huge team effort co-ordinated by Martin and the 
leadership team.  Martin is actually taking this week off as 
leave, so we do hope he has enjoyed a well deserved 
restful and relaxing week away from technology!   

Chip enjoyed listening to David and Eve’s 
prayers from home.  

Martin preached 
and Barbara gave us 
our reading from 
church.  
 
David and Eve gave 
us our prayers from 
home. 

https://zoom.us/j/93972797379?pwd=UmtTeFZzSUVvSUdzYW1UVlRQVGFMUT09


After Boris Johnson’s belated decision to refer his 
decision to the 3rd umpire, recreational cricket has re-
started as the gradual return to normality continues. 
The Team Parish side played its first game, against 
Tytherington Family Worship (TFW), on Tuesday – 
taking care to preserve all hygiene and social distancing 
regulations. The ball was disinfected every 6 overs, 
hands were sanitised before and after the game, no 
exuberant celebrating at the fall of a wicket, and no 
cricket teas! But it was great to be playing again – and 
everyone enjoyed an exciting game played at the 
beautiful Kerridge ground. The result? I wasn’t going to 
mention it, but if you really want to know TFW won by 
4 runs. 

David Mayers 

Cricket is Back!  

Please note 
new number 

Bunting adding some colour to our town 

Have you been into town this 

week? You may have noticed 

colourful bunting around 

including on our church 

railings.  

This has been organised by 

Macclesfield Town Council to 

make everyone aware that 

Macclesfield is back open for 

business.  

Office Assistants ready to shop from next Friday 

Chip and Kez have got their face coverings. Have you? 

Remember from next Friday it will be mandatory to wear a 

face covering when in a shop. If any church member is still 

making these and wishes to sell/offer these to church 

members, please do let Sue in the Office know.  Supplies in 

the shops may run low as demand increases in the coming 

days. 

https://givealittle.co/campaigns/f1638c2f-73d9-4e47-9d78-c52bd977fbaf


A free phone line offering hymns, prayers, and reflections to 
tens of thousands of callers after church buildings closed 
because of the coronavirus is to continue despite moves to ease 
the lockdown restrictions. 

Daily Hope, launched by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin 
Welby, in April, has now received 173,000 calls from over 
37,000 people – with calls topping more than two million 
minutes. 

The service – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 
8044 – was set up as a simple new way to bring worship and 
prayer into people’s homes, especially older people and anyone 
unable to join online church services. 

Stories sent to the Archbishop from across the country 
share how the service has brought comfort and support 
during these difficult times. Many who wrote in said they 
had recommended the line to others. 

The service, set up by the Church of England nationally, 
has also been supported by Connections based at Holy 
Trinity Claygate in Surrey and the Christian charity Faith 
in Later Life. 

Archbishop Justin said: “Daily Hope has been a lifeline for 
tens of thousands of people in the last few months. 
We’ve heard stories of people using it who are regular 
church attenders and those who aren’t. That’s a 
testimony to the vital importance of Daily Hope. I have 
been praying for those who have used the phone line, 
and written to us, that God would bring them comfort, 
not just at this time but in the weeks and months which 
follow. The Church will continue to look to serve older 
people, and those who can’t easily get out to a church 
building. I look forward to seeing how Daily Hope can go 
from strength to strength as lockdown restrictions are 
eased.” 

An opportunity to share or just listen to poetry from 
others across the diocese.  
Poetry Break is a monthly coffee break for poetry lovers to 
gather. This will be an opportunity to hear poetry from 
others across the diocese. Those who come for coffee will 
be able to share a poem (either a poem of theirs or a 
favourite poem), or they can come simply to listen and join 
the conversation.  
Poetry Break is being hosted by our Continuing Ministry 
Development Officer, Revd Canon David Herbert.  
Coffee time begins on Zoom at 11.00 on 13 August 2020 
(till 12.30) - then that time every 2nd Thursday of the 
month during these times of physical distancing.  
This is for those who need a break from busyness by 
joining yet another Zoom meeting!  
It is intended to be a BREAK – a break to be refreshed by 
poetry. We will treat ourselves to just an hour of listening 
to poetry and sharing favourite poems and poems written 
by those who join.  
Register your place here 

Thursday  

13 August 2020 

11.00 am to 12.30 

Poetry Break 
David Mayer’s favourite Vegan Recipes (continued)  
Butter Bean & Tomato Stew 

This has to be the simplest recipe going: 

2 shallots (or small onions) 
2 carrots 
1 onion 
Oil 
6 large tomatoes (or 1 tin) 
400g butter beans (or 1 tin) 
Chopped parsley 
Harissa paste 
 

Heat oil in a large pan and sweat shallots, carrots and 
onion for 5 minutes 

Add chopped tomatoes, cook slowly, covered,  
for 15 minutes 

Add drained beans 

Season 

Stir in parsley and harissa to taste (2-3 teaspoons?) 

 

Vegan Recipe  

Eco Friendly and Yummy 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/poetry-break-tickets-113352516428


Whilst many church members, who haven't been able to access our 
online worship, are delighted that our buildings are open again for 
public worship, please spare a thought and prayer for those who 
continue to shield either themselves or a loved one and who remain 
at home with no online presence. This one is for you:- 
 
The Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber, Lutheran pastor and author (and now 
podcaster - The Confessional) offers us this reflection  
So, for now I just ask that: 

When I sing along in my kitchen to each song on Stevie 
Wonder’s Songs in The Key of Life Album, that it be counted as 
praise.  
And that when I read the news and my heart tightens in my 
chest, may it be counted as a Kyrie.  
And that when my eyes brighten in a smile behind my mask as I 
thank the cashier may it be counted as passing the peace. 
And that when I water my plants and wash my dishes and take 
a shower may it be counted as remembering my baptism. 
And that when the tears come and my shoulders shake and my 
breathing falters, may it be counted as prayer. 
And that when I stumble upon a Tabitha Brown video and hear 
her grace and love of you may it be counted as a hearing a 
homily. 
And that as I sit at that table in my apartment, and eat one 
more homemade meal, slowly, joyfully, with nothing else 
demanding my time or attention, may it be counted as 
communion. 
Amen. 

The All But Cancelled Church Camping Weekend. 

Having already booked our camping pitch before lockdown the 
Whitts and Collins decided to Keep Calm & Carry On Church 
Camping last weekend at Shallow Grange Farm as restrictions had 
just been lifted in time. 

Although socially distanced and following a lot of hand sanitising 
rules, we had a great weekend.  

The Whittingham's enjoyed the traditional Friday night fish & chips 
in sunny outdoor isolation (a far cry from the 3 families crammed 
around a selection of camp tables in the Radmall's tent to shelter 
from the rain last year!) 

Next morning we were joined by the Collins and we had our usual, 
but different, afternoon of games...distanced football kick around 
and penalty shoot outs; a test match cricket game Collins adults 
verses kids with the Whitts being the spectators/umpires; and a 
walk down Deep Dale to the cave...and then on and on through 
many a field up dale and yonder. We thought we may end up at the 
ENGLAND landmark at one point but curled our way back in time for 
a late tea. No quiz this year but we were very entertained by Molly, 
Ed, Isaac & Harry in their performance of Jack and the Beanstalk. 
(Photo of Isaac, as Jack, and Harry as the cow, being sold for magic 
beans—see pic to the right). 

A very sunny weekend for a change but just as windy up on that hill! 

Judith 

Judith still has some of her bookmarks left for a minimum suggested 
donation of £5 each—all money to St Michael’s Church or Cre8. See 
feature in Newsletter #15 

Carry On Camping 

And a lie down 



Who is Stephen Cottrell? 
Born in Leigh-on-Sea, Essex, in 1958, Stephen Cottrell was 
educated at Belfairs High School, Leigh-on-Sea, and the 
Polytechnic of Central London. He found faith as a teenager 
through the work of youth organisations in his local church.  
After a brief spell working in the film industry, and at St 
Christopher’s Hospice in South London, he began training for 
ministry at St Stephen’s House, Oxford, in 1981 and was 
ordained deacon at the age of 25. He later studied for an MA 
with St Mellitus College. 
Serving his curacy in Christ Church and St Paul’s, Forest Hill, 
south London, in the mid-1980s he was priest-in-charge at St 
Wilfrid’s, in Parklands, a council estate parish in Chichester 
from 1988 to 1993. He also served as Assistant Director of 
Pastoral Studies at Chichester Theological College at the same 
time. 
He then moved to West Yorkshire, as Diocesan Missioner and 
Bishop’s Chaplain for Evangelism in the Diocese of Wakefield 
and in 1998 he also became a member of Springboard, the 
Archbishop of York and Canterbury’s team for evangelism. 
Throughout this time he adopted Huddersfield Town as his 
team alongside his beloved Spurs. 
In 2001, he was called south to become Canon Pastor of 
Peterborough Cathedral and three years later was consecrated 
as Bishop of Reading. He became Bishop of Chelmsford in 2010 
and served there until 2020 when he became the 98th 
Archbishop of York.  
Author of more than 20 books including children’s books, he 
enjoys poetry, music and art. His 2013 book on the artist 
Stanley Spencer, Christ in the Wilderness, prompted a recent 
podcast reflection with Russell Brand, discussing the crucifixion 
and resurrection. 
He has undertaken several walking pilgrimages, including twice 

Who is Stephen Cottrell? (26 mins) 
Click on the image to watch  

walking the Camino to Santiago de Compostela in Spain, as 
well as pilgrim routes in England. You can read about this in 
his book, Striking Out, poems and stories from the Camino. 
In 2002 he walked from Durham to York with young people 
from his church youth group. 
A founding member of the Church of England’s College of 
Evangelists, he has also chaired a group of bishops with an 
interest in the media and is one of the authors of the 
Church of England’s Pilgrim course, a major teaching and 
discipleship resource. He also chairs the Board of Church 
Army. Based in Sheffield, but working across the British 
Isles, Church Army is an organisation committed to 
evangelism and social justice. He is Bishop Protector for the 
Society of St Francis. 
Stephen is married to Rebecca who is a potter. They have 
three sons and a dog, Alfie. 

The Confirmation of Election of Bishop Stephen Cottrell 
as the 98th Archbishop of York  

Thursday 9 July 2020 

I NEED YOUR BOOKS PLEASE 
Hello everyone, my name is Sam. I am 16 years old and I 
live on the Tytherington Estate. Do you have any old 
books that are cluttering your bookshelves, garage, attic, 
office or cupboards? I would be only too pleased to take 
them off your hands in preparation for your mid-summer 
clean!! 25% of any proceeds will go Duchenne Muscular 
Dystrophy.  
Have you ever noticed the sign that Owen Farrell makes 
after converting a penalty or try? Well that's the sign for 
the ‘Joining Jack’ campaign for Duchenne, a terminal 
muscle wasting disease that only affects boys. Please text 
or WhatsApp me on 07944 585480 and I will pick them up 
at your convenience. Thank you so much. 
Message of Support for Sam’s fundraising  
from Action Duchenne: Sam’s kind hearted, generous and 
thoughtful nature shines through everything he does to 
support us and our work. 
Inspired by his good friend Toby Maurice, Sam has 
started his own book business, collecting old and 
unwanted books from people in his local community. 
So far Sam has raised £147, a fantastic total which is 
testament to his hard work, dedication and 
determination to make a difference to the lives of all 
those living with Duchenne muscular dystrophy. 
Sam started supporting our work on his 10th birthday. He 
asked for donations to Action Duchenne instead of 
presents, which is an incredibly selfless and generous 
thing to do at such a young age. 
 
Long time members of the 9.30 
service will remember the Maurice 
family: Kate, Andrew and their 
children, Toby and Lara. Toby has the 
Duchenne form of Muscular 
Dystrophy and the family also does 
lots of fundraising.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=ySjCq8JTvCY&feature=emb_logo
https://www.actionduchenne.org/what-is-duchenne/duchenne-explained/what-is-duchenne/


Tuesday 21st July 
7.30pm 

Church Council Members 

Martin Lynne Mike Paul Izzy Tricia Paul 

David Hilary Rachel Katie Tony Vicky 

Jenny Carol Enid Chris Gordon Martin 

Next E-Meeting 

Main Items on the Agenda 

• Vision Day - next steps  

• Financial Report 

• Building Group - a way forward  

• Project to improve projection and 
sound system  

• Clock chimes/strikes 

Here are the current members of our  

St Michael’s Church Council.  

If you would like further information 

regarding the matters above or have 

any comments to make regarding these 

items, please speak to any of these 

Church Council members.  


