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St Michael’s Worship 19th June 2022

A Month of Celebration

The First Sunday after Trinity
Open Air Service—10:30am—Marketplace
Leader & Speaker: Hope in North East Cheshire
(Please note this service will not be available on Youtube)
Please use the link below to stream previous Services on
Youtube if you wish.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCVAzMVgQfoZ9qv0il7rlwEw

Thursday Morning Worship 10:30AM (35 minutes)

Thursday Homegroup
Meeting for Bible study and prayer in various
locations.
Current Theme: Reflecting on The Prodigal Son
based on a book by Henri Nouwen

23rd June —Midweek Morning Prayer

Please contact David Mayers (420716) or

30th June —Midweek Morning Communion

Eve and David Budgett (431606) for more
information.

(and then alternate thereafter...)
Our midweek services follow the order from the book of Common
Prayer (the old order)

Compline/Night Prayer
Start the Week....
......Every Monday from 7.30am in church
Morning Prayer at 8.30am in church and also on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/stmikesmacclesfield

Every Friday

Wow! What a busy few weeks it has been … and, with this
Sunday’s United Service in the Market Place, continues to be!
Two church family weddings – congratulations to Mr & Mrs
Mummery (21st May) and Mr & Mrs Ridings (28th May); outreach
at the Treacle Market, with activities, conversations and
opportunities for prayer (29th May); the fantastic and popular
community celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in the
church grounds (4th June); The Platinum Jubilee/Pentecost service
the next day (5th June); The return of Ivan Hovorun, Ukrainian
pianist (9th June) and other musicians for Music@Mike’s; Open

Topic: Night Prayer

And I am SO, SO grateful to the large team of people who think of,
organise, and host such a wide
variety of opportunities for
people to Encounter God
through St Michael's. There
were something like 45 people
directly involved in the Jubilee
Party – site set-up & clear-up;
display of memorabilia inside
church; preparing, cooking &
serving free food to hundreds
of people; stewarding and
chatting to guests; doing crafts;
supervising the bouncy castle;
pealing the bells in celebration;
managing AV inside and out;
and I’ve probably still forgotten
someone [sorry!]. And I’ve not
yet mentioned the many musicians from Macclesfield Music
Centre who provided a lovely repertoire throughout the day.
What has been the highlight for you from these past few weeks?
What encounter or conversation do you particularly want to hold
on to?
I have had the privilege of chatting to so many people, easily
helped by the gift of each occasion as the starting point. Some of
those conversations were ‘lighter’ – about the specialness of the
day or the beauty of our building, for example – but others were
moving in how sincere and honest people were in speaking of
deeper things. (This article is continued on Page 2)

Time: 8.30pm every Friday (join
from 8.25pm)
Join Zoom Meeting

How to contact the

I’m delighted we have some wonderful photos of many of these
events and activities dotted around this newsletter as evidence of
our busyness!

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75676947476?

Office…
Phone—Landine—01625 421 984
Email— clergypa@maccteam.org.uk to contact Porsche

Email any prayer requests here

- office@stmichaels-macclesfield.org.uk to contact Elaine

- maccteamprinting@gmail.com for all printing

The First Sunday after Trinity
God of truth,
help us to keep your law of love

for room bookings and building matters
- stmikesnotices@gmail.com for newsletter items.

Door (Mon-Wed), Angel at my Table (Thur-Sat) and Ukrainian
Community (Sat) cafés; the church being open and serving food
during Summerfest’ (12th June) and more!

and to walk in ways of wisdom,

DONATIONS: Donating

that we may find true life

to the church for

in Jesus Christ your Son.

enquiries.
In Person—The Office, St Michael’s Church, Market Place,
Macclesfield, SK10 1DY
Please note Porsche is usually in the office on Mondays, Tuesdays
and Fridays between 9:30am-2:30pm. Wednesday is her day off
and Thursday she works from home between the same hours.
Elaine’s office hours are usually Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday 9:30am-12:30pm.

general purposes has

been made simpler.
Scan the QR Code to
donate.

19th June 2022
The First Sunday after Trinity
Open Air Service—10:30am—Marketplace
Leader: Hope in North East Cheshire
Speaker: Dave Atkinson, Silklife Church

Swearing in of the New Churchwardens

I was aware of the Holy Spirit
being present and at work during these.
And please know that I don’t undervalue
the opening I have for such
conversations simply by ‘wearing a
collar’!
I don’t undervalue it, but neither can I
fully appreciate it, because such
exchanges – however deep or
meaningful they may be (and certainly
however much I would love to continue
the chat) – can soon get lost by ‘the next
thing’ to come along for me, whether that’s to do with preparing
worship, talking about structures (of our Church Council or the
Anglican Church in Macclesfield), preparing for and leading
collective worship in schools, meeting with families, couples or
next of kin to arrange a forthcoming Life Event (the term for
baptisms, weddings & funerals), and so on. You get the idea.
Our Platinum Jubilee
celebration strongly
demonstrated that ‘the
whole is greater than the
sum of the parts’ – and in
itself would serve well to
remind us that as a whole
church family St Michael's
has a far greater impact
on our local community and wider society than many of us would
recognise. But that’s still very human in our thinking!

On Thursday 23rd June Matt Lewis and Rachel Mayers will be “sworn in”
as Churchwardens for the coming 12 months at an Archdeacons’
Visitation Service in Wilmslow.
At the visitation services the archdeacons welcome, encourage, prepare
the churchwardens for the coming year and highlight developments of
particular relevance. The services are significant events in the life of the
diocese and important occasions when churchwardens dedicate
themselves to the service of Christ and his church at the beginning of
their term of office, in the company of others who are taking on the same
responsibility.
Please pray for Matt and Rachel as they commence or continue this role.

Eco-church
What if we were to be even more confident in the Goddimension – what it is God brings to the party in us and through
us! Remember what happened in an upper room in Jerusalem at
Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit was freely given to God's people
which enabled them to change the world!
“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and
you will be my witnesses” Acts 1:8
You might like to use this verse from a song we've sung recently
as a prayer:
Holy Spirit, living Breath of God,
breathe new life into my willing soul.
Bring the presence of the risen Lord
to renew my heart and make me whole.
Cause Your word to come alive in me;
give me faith for what I cannot see;
give me passion for Your purity;
Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me.
Keith Getty (b.1974) & Stuart Townend (b.1963) © Thankyou
Music CCL197307

Have you seen any swifts around the church? The lures are switched on and we hope that returning swifts will
be attracted to try out the nesting boxes in the belfry this summer.
Join the local RSPB for Swift Walks around the church; 6-7.30pm in the churchyard Wednesday 6th July and
Tuesday 12th July.

©Dave Walker

May Treacle Outreach 29/5/2022
Thank you so much for your prayers and encouragement for the last Treacle Outreach at the end of May. We had an amazing day - some
fantastic testimonies, stories of God's presence and guidance, repentance, children writing prayers to Jesus, before they didn't know who is
was, people receiving prayers for healing in Jesus' name, and lots of fun! - May we bring glory to God's name.

Thanks to the builders who started set-up at 8am and finished at 9.30am and the Prayer
Warriors onsite and on Zoom from 11.30 – interceding throughout the day.

Children were able to write prayers to place on the cross – some hadn’t heard of Jesus before!
The Cross with lots of prayers

The tattoos and Splat the Rat were
incredibly popular – so many bookmarks
with scripture handed out, and chats with
parents

Here are also some photos of the team

Thank you and may God bless you

Michelle and Flo
(Macclesfield Treacle Outreach Team)

Music@Mike’s
Will Smith— Tenor
1.15 – 2pm at St.Michael’s on Thursday 23rd June.
As usual entry is free and light refreshments or a hot meal will be available from the
Angel At My Table café.

Ukrainian Community Café
There are now about 15 families from Ukraine in
Macclesfield, having fled their homes because of the
Russian invasion. Despite the best efforts of their hosts
and the authorities most of these families (almost all just
mother and children as the men are expected to stay in
Ukraine) arrive with few possessions, lonely, confused,
homesick and traumatised.

Lights, Camera, Action!
If you were
around in
Church earlier
this month,
you may have
spotted some
other special
guests! We
recently had
some students and
post-graduate
students in church who were filming in various areas of
the church as part of their media studies. We hope their
finished production gets top marks and they were able to
capture the church in its true beauty!

In order to help them Refugees Welcome in Cheshire
East needed to find a venue quickly to run a support café,
and St.Michael’s was able to respond. Starting with 6
refugees and their hosts and a couple of RW volunteers
sitting at 3 tables at the Angel At My Table café on
Saturday 7th May the numbers have grown rapidly and
now around 30 people (about 20 refugees) are meeting
regularly in the Youth Centre on Saturday mornings
between 10 and 11.30.
Friendships are established, advice and ideas shared, social events organised, and loud conversations in English and Ukrainian
create a fantastic buzz. The refugees are so grateful to have somewhere to meet and relax; many thanks to Ali in the café for
being so positive and quick to help, and to all those who have already helped to get the café running – we need at least one
volunteer from St.Michael’s each morning to welcome and provide refreshments.
Please let David Mayers know if you are interested, and do drop in one morning to see what is going on.

Macctastic Open Meeting
7.30pm on Tuesday 21st June in St.Michael’s (doors open 7pm).
Talking Retrofit; Cathy Mocke, the architect behind Macclesfield’s first carbon neutral
building will speak about the lessons she has learned from converting the run-down
Victorian pub on Chester Road. Retrofitting existing buildings to reduce energy demand
and carbon emissions is essential to tackle climate change, and Cathy knows more
than most about insulating our homes and saving money and the planet

Some

Asiah’s quilt
Asiah Cullen, a
member of St.Peter’s
congregation, has
responded to her
despair about the war
in Ukraine by making a
beautiful quilt – which
she is raffling to raise
funds for Ukraine.
You can see the quilt
hanging on the north
wall in church, along
with further fascinating
information about
Asiah’s story.
Tickets are available from David Mayers

The raised bed
Thanks to Anthony Hulme the raised bed on the south side
of the churchyard is looking wonderful – do have a look! It
contains an amazing variety of vegetables, fruit and herbs –
some destined for the Angel At My Table café but others
available to local residents and members of the
congregation.

Safeguarding News

Thank You from the Newlyweds

A Special Guest...

I just want to give a huge, colossal, gigantic
(you get the idea!) thanks to everyone who
has recently completed the safeguarding
training provided by the church. There are
two courses which are to be completed by
all PCC members, Roots leaders and all those involved in running
children's activities. Anyone else who would like to learn more
about this in the church is most welcome to complete it also.
The training is online and can be paused at any time so you don’t
have to complete it all in one go, you can have a cuppa and come
back!
If anyone wants more information please email me g.r.shepherdetchells@gmx.com and if you have completed the training please
email me your completed certificates.
Thanks so much
Gemma

A note to say…
Thank you wholeheartedly to all those in
the church family who have prayed for
me in the last few weeks. I have really
felt that support and love.

Tricia

L.E.T.S
June Lets Eat Together Sunday will take place this Sunday once the after service refreshments are complete. Come
along and bring some food to share, it always ends up being a lovely surprise.

One of the joys of hanging around St. Michael's whenever we're open
is meeting people who pop in to visit - or revisit - the church. One
such person is Bernard Higginbottom.
We’d like to say a huge thank you to everyone who helped us
celebrate our wedding day on 28th May. We had such an amazing day from start to finish. The service was beautiful and the
reception afterwards was amazing. The church looked so beautiful throughout the day.
We have so many people to thank for helping us put this day
together and making our vision a reality and fur the clear up operation afterwards. You know who you are. THANK YOU.
We also have many to thank for the very kind and generous gifts
we have received for our wedding. We are truly blessed to be
part of this amazing church family and we are so thankful we got
to share this day with you.

Although no longer living in Macclesfield, St Michael's holds a special
place in Bernard’s life.
Previously a young chorister here, Bernard was able to tell our vicar
about the church and some of the characters from the past - including
the lovely Porter brothers (Chris’s dad & uncles/Jonny’s granddad &
great-uncles).
Despite leaving the choir as a teenager (distracted by young ladies
and dancing in the ‘tin tab’) Bernard returned to St Michael's on 31st
May 1961 to marry his fiancée.

For more information please contact Mark Langham

The Summer of Love has Begun…

As many of you may be aware, this Summer is perhaps busier than
usual when it comes to weddings with many having been postponed
due to previous covid restrictions. So it was wonderful to begin our
busy wedding season with the beautiful marriage service of Laura and
Paul. I’m sure many of you who attended the service will agree that it
was flawless and a beautiful beginning to their married life together.

Pictured at the top is Bernard with Revd
Martin Stephens, on the 61st anniversary
of that wedding - that day also being the
60th anniversary of their eldest son’s birth
was later christened here by the same
vicar who married his parents!

There may have been more than a few tissues needed all round,
especially for an overwhelmingly happy Groom. Some in attendance
even suggested that the service was so perfect for the couple that it
has made them consider renewing their own wedding vows!
We pray that Laura and Paul are enjoying married life together and
that they get to enjoy, love and support one another for many many
years to come.
Congratulations once again to the happy couple!

Thank you
Sue and Kevin Ridings

We give a heartfelt thank to each and every one of you who
made our day possible.

“With Bernard’s wife now living with
dementia in a care home, what was so
touching”, said Martin, “was Bernard
wanting to paint an image of the mosaic
of St Michael (which is usually under the
carpet in the chancel) so he could present a special memento of our
church to his wife. I’m SO pleased St Michael's is open every day to
welcome all sorts of people, including past members like Bernard.”
St Michael's is open 10am-12noon Mon-Wed, and 10am-3pm
Thur-Sat.

Updates on and Prayers Topics for Styal Prison
Dear Friends
Thank you, as ever, for your support in prayer. We are truly grateful.
Thank you
We give thanks for the wonderful work of the Mothers Union who have faithfully supported all our prisoners for many
years and have been particularly kind to those on the mother and baby unit (MBU). Please pray for residents of our
MBU, for all our pregnant women in custody, and those supporting them.
It’s been a season of celebration: we celebrated the hard work of our uniformed colleagues at an event over the weekend
and held a very successful recognition event for prisoners who have made progress and contributed to life at Styal.
Plus, I had a wonderful time at the Anglican Prison Chaplains conference.
A young woman, M, has been constantly in and out of prison, usually managing no more than a fortnight between recalls.
She has now stayed out for a month which feels like a triumph. I pray that she makes a success of her life on the
outside and manages to stay away from drugs & trouble.
Please

Music@Mike’s
On Thursday 9th June we welcomed back (for his 7th
visit!) the mercurial Ukrainian pianist Ivan Hovorun, and it
was especially moving to welcome about 12 refugees
from that country now living in Macclesfield.
Ivan played a wonderful piece by Schumann, and as an
encore the Ukrainian national anthem – with the whole
audience standing in respect and solidarity with Ivan and
the people of Ukraine.
This photo shows Ian and the refugees after the concert

We have a SORI course running next week. This is an intensive Victim Awareness Course and we pray it effects real
change in our prisoners’ lives.
Three members of my Sunday Worship congregation are hoping to be released over the next few weeks but are currently
homeless. Please pray for A-M, I and R to find safe places to live and to be surrounded with the right support to help
them overcome their struggles with addiction.

Is it Spiderman?

We are still recruiting for several open positions and hope for the right people to join our team. We also pray for all those
who are new in their role that they quickly feel confident and a part of the team.

Passers-by in the Market Place were
intrigued to see someone apparently
scaling St Michaels’ tower a few
weeks ago. What was going on?

I am planning to run an Alpha Course. Please pray that the materials arrive and that the right people sign up to be part of
the course, and that women would get to know the love of Jesus.
In other news, mamma duck is successfully raising five fluffy offspring. They are currently strutting about as teenage ducklings
thinking they own the place. The ducks give joy to us all as mamma walks them from their regular feeding spots (waiting for
scraps through the dining room windows) across to the little pond behind the chapel.

A new down conductor was being
installed on the tower, in addition to
the old one (near the south door),
which was improved. We now have
lightning conductors which meet
current (!) regulations. In order to
fit the new conductor, the
contractor abseiled down the tower,
fixing it as he went. The work also
involved lifting and replacing one of
the large stones near the main west
door.

Every blessing
Louise

Congratulations
Congratulations to one of our much loved church couples on the recent celebration of their Diamond Wedding
Anniversary. We pray you have many more wonderful years together and the flowers in the Welcome Area have
been given from them in Thankfulness.

It’s been a busy few weeks for building matters, as our new benches
finally arrived and were installed just in time for the Jubilee party. Six
were installed around the edges of the churchyard providing even more
space for people to relax and enjoy the sunshine, or just have a chat, with
or without their coffee or lunch. We are delighted that Macclesfield Town
Council paid for these, and also for fitting them. Here are the men who
fixed them gathering strength – the benches are really heavy! The
benches were formally “opened” at the Jubilee party by the Deputy
Mayor (Chris Wilcock) and Janet Jackson, a long-standing town centre
councillor. One of the
benches has a special
badge as a lasting
memory of the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee.

Rachel
Churchwarden

