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Welcome ...

… to Porsche, our new Clergy PA & Administrator
We are delighted that Porsche will be starting in the church office as our new Clergy
PA and Church Administrator on Tuesday 4th May. Porsche will be working 9.30 to
2.30 on four days per week (exactly which four are yet to be decided).
We asked her to introduce herself:
“Hello, my name is Porsche McGarry and I am a
married mum of 2 who previously held a Legal
Executive role at a local solicitors and am now excited to start my new position within the
Church. In my spare time I enjoy travelling with my family and volunteering for my children’s
school (Bollinbrook) PTFA”
If you are in the church building during the day do pop in to introduce yourself, but don’t expect
her to remember everyone straight away. She will have a lot to learn about the strange workings
of the church and its people, so don’t expect her to know everything, but please be patient and
prepared to help.
And a reminder that Porsche is not taking over all the roles that Sue did, so anything to do with
building maintenance or bookings should still be addressed to the “office@stmichaelsmacclesfield.org.uk” email account, or Rachel, while we work on recruiting for the second office
role.

Political Thinking

No Mow May

with Justin Welby
Definitely the easiest
way to increase the
biodiversity of your
gardens (and the
churchyard? But we’re not quite ready to go there yet).
Research undertaken by citizen scientists across the UK has
revealed not only the astonishing diversity of wild flowers
growing on Britain’s lawns, but also that incredibly simple
changes in mowing can result in enough nectar for ten times
more bees and other pollinators.

Nick Robinson, presenter on the R4
“Today” programme, also presents a
weekly programme called “Political Thinking” in which he undertakes
an in-depth interview with a politician.
Interestingly, this week’s interview was with
Archbishop Justin Welby.
It’s well worth a listen if you haven't already
done so. Follow this link or do “search” on BBC
Sounds to listen yourself.

Over 200 species were found flowering on lawns including
rarities such as meadow saxifrage, knotted clover and eyebright
The top three most abundant lawn flowers are daisy, white
clover and selfheal. In my lawn there are masses of dandelions;
and bees (all 200 varieties in the UK!) love them all
The highest production of flowers and nectar were on lawns cut
every four weeks, whilst longer, unmown grass had a wider
range of flowers. And don’t cut too short EVER as it encourages
moss growth
So the choice is yours. Put away the lawnmower, get out the
deckchairs, and relax in the
sunshine as you admire all the
insects buzzing round your
gardens. And do your bit in
caring for some of the smaller
but essential members of
God’s marvellous creation.
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Compline

AV Project News
Hot off the press!

What is Compline?

Macclesfield Town Council have
agreed to give us a grant of £2000
towards our AV equipment. This
reduces the amount we have to take
from our legacy to about £8000.

Sometimes called Night Prayer, it is the last service of the day celebrated not just in monastic-type communities but in many Christian
churches. This prayerful service has seen a resurgence during lockdown as it is easy to share using Zoom. St Michael’s and St Peter’s
churches joined together during Lent to close each day sharing in
this service.

Rachel

Have you missed Compline since Lent finished?
Did you wonder what it was but didn’t join in?
Now is your chance to enjoy Compline once again or to try for the
first time.
It will start on Friday 30th April at 8.30pm (see link below) and every
Friday thereafter; a wonderful way to close the traditional working
week. It is a chance to unwind and rest in God’s love.

Hair Today – Gone tomorrow!

Some of you may be aware that Thy Kingdom Come, the period
between Ascension Day and Pentecost, is not far away – 13th to 23rd
May inclusive. During this time it will be said daily.

All of the above statements relate to my hair cut on the 15 th April.

Spot the difference!
How to be environmentally friendly!

After 4 months of lockdown, my hairdresser cut my hair in our
garden. The before and after felt great, similar to the last lockdown
March to July 2020 – again 4 months.

We are compiling a rota for leaders so, if you wish to lead, please
let me know your availability. Whether leading or not please do
come and share in quiet togetherness in prayer with our Lord.

This time my hair was put in a pile on the lawn, only to see the next
morning birds taking it for their nests! It was hilarious to see them
fighting over my hair! Sorry I’ve not got a picture of them flying
away with hair in their beaks but similarly when Sheena did the same
for our dog’s hair after grooming him, the same thing happened!

Every blessing,
Sallie Bancroft (salliemartin88@gmail.com)
Topic: Night Prayer
Time: 8.30pm every Friday (join from 8.25pm)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75676947476?
pwd=R2twT2pQbTFzUGR5bk1reDZoVXdaZz09
Meeting ID: 756 7694 7476
Passcode: compline

David Smith

Craftivism
A few weeks ago, Karen Downard (from HTH: many of you will know her from when she brings a Traidcraft Stall to St Mike’s once or twice a
year) invited Lynne and Tricia to join a pilot “Craftivism” workshop on Zoom. This is basically a way of engaging in activism by the gentle
means of art and craft! We had a great session embroidering our own “clouds” with appropriate activist messages: mine was on an ecotheme (sadly not yet finished so I can’t show you here).
There is a couple of 3-4 minute videos on the subject available here and here for anyone who might wish to explore the idea further. It’s
certainly something we could think about doing at St Mike’s on issues about which we feel strongly, particularly environmental ones which
resonate so strongly with many in the community - and not least as the process itself involves plenty of socialising and friendship!
Here are some examples of the sort of craft people have produced, which then get displayed publicly on lamp-posts, railings, etc:

2

Volunteers
Needed!

How do I pray
when prayer
seems
impossible?

As most of you are aware, a
team of volunteers have
over the past 13 months
been delivering the St Mike's News to members of our
congregation who do not have access to a computer and are
unable to attend church for our services.

Encountering the darkness
The spiritual life always involves an encounter with darkness. The
people of Israel are led through the desert into the Promised Land.
Jesus began his ministry being driven into the wilderness. The garden
of the resurrection is entered through his suffering on Calvary.
Similarly, our faith must pass through periods of barren difficulty,
doubt and despair.
But doubt is not the opposite of faith. The opposite of doubt is
certainty. Doubting is part of believing. It is the shadow that is
created by the light. This is why when people become Christians, we
do not ask them to say that they know beyond doubt that Jesus is the
one they must follow. We ask them if they believe and trust.
When we follow Christ we are not giving our assent to a set of
abstract propositions, but to a person: to the living God who is made
known to us as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We are saying that God is
community, and that we are called to live our lives in community with
God and with each other.
It is often in prayer that we become most aware of the dark and
difficult times of the Christian journey.
Sometimes this is because we are facing a crisis or a tragedy in our life
or in the life of the world. Sometimes it can be what feels like a loss of
faith. We feel angry and resentful towards God. It feels as if God has
let us down, or even abandoned us. Prayer suddenly feels impossible
or useless. God seems absent.
When this happens prayer becomes empty, familiar words and rituals
lose their comfort. Church becomes boring. Other Christians become
irritating, and faith can suddenly feel a ridiculous charade. The energy
of our faith is sapped.
Although these experiences are dark and terrible, they are also
normal and inevitable. All the great spiritual writers speak of the
desert experience as part of the Christian journey.
Many Christians are ill-prepared for the dark times that will inevitably
come. Often people not only give up on prayer, but give up on God
when they find themselves in the desert.
You might be feeling great despair and darkness right now. Prayer
might have become very difficult. But if all you do is hold on to your
desire to pray, then you are already on the road to recovery.

This is a request for volunteers to act as a back-up to our deliverers
to cover them when they are unable to deliver the weekly sheets.
The main areas to cover are Broken Cross, the Weston, Town
Centre and Buxton Road.

If anybody can help and deliver the sheets when there is a need,
please could you contact Vicky Darlington on Macc
428215 to discuss the matter further. Many thanks.

In case you’re wondering
what the choir is up to at
the moment, we have a
healthy WhatsApp group
exchanging such cartoons
as these! We’re all just
waiting until we can
rehearse in person again.
That’s when “better days”
really will have come!

Finding refreshment in the desert
When you journey through the desert, what you look for is an oasis: a
place where you can quench your thirst. The oasis will be different for
each of us: it might be a familiar prayer; a verse from scripture; a
piece of music; a photograph; or even some symbolic action. Discern
what it is – no matter how small and seemingly insignificant – that still
connects you to God, and hold onto it tightly through the desert.

Discern what it is that still connects
you to God, and hold onto it tightly.
Some of the things you have read about here can be your oasis in this
desert. Even if it is just clutching the holding cross in your pocket. Or
crying out the name of Jesus from the depths of sadness and fear,
then you are a person of prayer, in community with God and held by
Jesus. As you hold onto him and cry out to him, he is holding you.
In the Bible, the desert is always a place of discovery. The prophet
Isaiah says, “The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert
shall rejoice and blossom.” (Isaiah 35.1)
May this be true for you, too.

At the time of editing this newsletter I am in Dorset and, in between
decorating for my daughter (!), I have been taking her lovely dog on lots of
long walks each day in the beautiful Dorset countryside. Here is an example
of the stunning blackthorn blossom I see everywhere. Couple that with the
amazing birdsong I can’t transmit to you and you will understand how joyful I
have been feeling! (Lynne)

Taken from the daily CoE mailings on prayer (27th April 2021)
Recent reflections include “How do I go deeper into prayer?”; “How
did Jesus teach us to pray?”; “Do I need words to pray?”; “How do I
pray with my family?”; “How do I build prayer into everyday life?”
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Remembering HRH The Prince Philip
Duke of Edinburgh

Enjoy the
blossom!

At 12 noon on Saturday 10th April, along with many other
churches across the nation, our tenor bell, weighing just over
26 hundredweight (1.3 tonnes) tolled 99 times – once for each
year of the life of HRH The Prince Philip Duke of Edinburgh.

As Garrie and Adrian
walked to church last
Sunday morning, they
stopped at the cenotaph in
Park Green to admire the
gorgeous cherry blossom
and the flowers in the
beds.
They recommend we all
visit soon for a viewing
(without Adrian standing
in the way and before all
the blossom drops off!).

Then on Saturday
17th April, tolling continued
for approximately 20 minutes
just prior to the funeral at
3.00pm.
The tolling on both occasions
was half muffled (alternate
strikes loud then muffled) as
the traditional sign of
mourning.
Putting the muffles on the bell
clappers at St Michael’s is no
mean feat, and a degree of
agility is required! On this
occasion, Ben Curwen fitted
the muffle then assisted his
mum, our joint Tower Captain
Mel Curwen, in ringing the
tenor up ready for duty. Mel
then did the tolling on both
Saturdays.
It was good to see a number
of people had stopped to
listen in the market place.

Mel tolling the bell
More art for a global pandemic

Faithbook

Wireless Communication is nothing new.

You have one new friend request from Jesus

The church has been praying for years.

St Michael’s Cricket Club

Items for sale

Weather permitting, our season starts
next Tuesday 4th May 6.30pm with a
practice net at Kerridge CC on Clarke
Lane. Then our first 3 games are;

(proceeds to St Michael's funds)

Radbroke Hall (A)
Wednesday 12th May 6.30pm
Over Peover CC

Electric Lawnmower suitable for
medium size lawn. Bosch Rotak 43
Ergoflex suggested donation: £40

St.George’s Leeds (A)

Saturday 22nd May 2.00pm
Harewood House, nr Harrogate

Pop up tent
suitable for couple or couple plus young
child. Quechua "Seconds Family
4.1" suggested
donation: £35

Stockport Teachers (A)

Wednesday 26th May 6.30pm
Stockport CC

Please contact David Mayers for more information
07963802659 davidjmayers@btinternet.com

07751357194 Rachel and Brian Magorrian.
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Join us for

Sunday Worship
St Michael’s Worship 2nd May 2021

Wednesday Morning Discussion
11.00am to 12 noon

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Eco-Service
Merged service this week at 10.00am:
live in church / from home on Zoom

Join Zoom meeting here
Meeting ID: 971 3599 5784
Passcode: 01625

To join by Zoom click on the image or
use
Meeting ID: 939 7279 7379
Password: 01625
Service Leader: David Mayers
Talk: David, Izzy and Kitey
Monday HomeGroup

Reading: John 15:1-8

Can’t join us live? Watch the recording of our morning
worship service on Zoom at a time to suit you after Sunday
lunchtime here

When?

7.30pm - 9pm Monday evenings

Join Zoom Meeting here
Meeting ID: 910 4838 5228
Password: Monday
For more information contact Martin by email or
01625 426110.

No Computer? No problem!
You can still join any of these Zoom meetings and services
with your landline phone
If phoning:

Thursday Homegroup

Dial 0330 088 5830.

We meet via Zoom at 7.30pm using same details as
before. All are welcome to join for Bible Study, prayer
and fellowship, including by phone. Please contact
David Mayers by email or
phone 01625 420716 or 07963
802659. We are studying The
Prayer Course at the moment.

When prompted, enter the Meeting ID
from any of these boxes followed by #
[For Sunday’s service: 939 7279 7379]
When prompted, enter #

DONATIONS: Donating to
the church for general
purposes has been made
simpler. Either click on the
blue Donate button or scan
the QR Code.

Email any prayer requests here

Monday to
Saturday
11am to 1pm

St Michael’s Church is now open daily 11.00am-1.00pm for private prayer
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