
 ST MIKE’S NEWS           ISSUE 14  21 JUNE 2020  

A newsletter brought to you during Covid-19                                                   Church Together Apart                        

@stmikesmacclesfield www.stmichaels-macclesfield.org.uk 

Fatherhood of God: His Continued Love 

• Psalm 32:7-8:  You 
[Lord] are my hiding 
place; you will protect 
me from trouble and 
surround me with songs 
of deliverance. 

• Proverbs 4:11-12:  I 
will guide you in the way 
of wisdom and I will lead 
you in upright paths. 
When you walk, your 
steps will not be 
hampered, and when 
you run, you will not 
stumble. 
Luke 15:20:  But while 
he was still a long way 

off, his father saw him and was filled with 
compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his 
arms around him and kissed him.  
As we celebrate Father’s Day, or even if we don’t 
because of our particular situation, can I encourage 
you to take heart from these verses of assurance. 
God does love you; He knows you, He leads you, He 
welcomes you back if you have wandered off. I am 
grateful for all of this. Maybe, like I said at the 
beginning, our response as children should be 
appreciation for our Father. 

Martin, Team Rector 

T 
his Sunday many families will celebrate ‘Father’s Day’. 
Dads might be hoping for a bit of appreciation and 
spoiling, and why not? The current situation has had 

quite an impact on family life, particularly those with young and 
school-aged children, perhaps the difficulty of cajoling 
teenagers out of bed. Dads have mentioned extra pressure 
from work, difficulty of working from home, trying to support 
children with school work, inability to visit grandparents … and 
much more.  So Dads do deserve a bit of treat on Father’s Day! 
Unlike for Mothering Sunday, in church we don’t tend to mark 
Father’s Day, but if we did I would widen the theme of this day 
to talk about the Fatherhood of God. It’s an important theme. 
We may, quite easily, tell children that God loves them and that 
He wants to be like a father to them. The parable of ‘the 
outrageously loving father’ (also known as the parable of the 
prodigal son) comes to mind here. We encourage our children 
to talk to God as they would to a loving dad, and that He will 
guide and bless them.  
As we grow up, we still need to hear these things: that we can 
talk to God as to a loving dad, and that He will guide and bless 
us. However, despite how good a dad I am (honest!), I 
recognise I fail at times, and then there are the people whose 
dad is not on the scene, or, if they are, may be abusive and 
neglectful. Not a good image of God as father at all! 
And perhaps our life changes and we lose that simplicity of 
belief that God is good and He loves me. However, looking 
again at the Bible we find pertinent verses that speak of God’s 
fatherhood and we are given assurance of His continued love, 
affection and nurturing.  
Here are a few: 

·    2 Corinthians 6:18:  I will be a father to you, and you 
shall be sons and daughters to me, says the Lord 
Almighty. 

·    Psalm 103:13:  As a father has compassion on his 
children, so the Lord has compassion on those who 
revere him. 



Email any prayer requests here:     
 

 
 

This week’s lectionary readings:- 
 
Resources for adults:  
www.rootsontheweb.com/adultsathome21jun 

Resources for families: 

www.rootsontheweb.com/familiesathome21jun  

St Michael’s at Home LIVE 21st June 2020 

11.00am for 11.15am Click red arrow or image  to join 

 

 

 

 

Service Leader: Paul Simms  
Talk: Martin Stephens 
Reading: Matthew 10:24-39  

The feature on page 6 links to the theme of discipleship 

and watch the short video linked to today’s reading at 

bottom of this page (click on red play button on image) 

You will have the opportunity to talk to a smaller group in 
a break out room at the end of the service.  

Can’t join us live? Watch the recording at a time to 

suit you after lunchtime here  

Men’s Meet-up Meeting: 

When? 8pm for 75 minutes on alternate 
Wednesday evenings 

Dates: 24th June & 8th July 

Join Zoom Meeting here 
 
Meeting ID: 912 6715 2374 
Password: 980944 

Particularly aimed at those of working age 

(whether on furlough, unemployed or working flat

-out). Nothing heavy – at least not at this stage – 

but just the opportunity to share life and faith 

with others in a similar situation. 

Save these details for next time 

Wednesday Morning Discussion 

Join Zoom meeting here 

Meeting ID: 911 712 4669 Pass-

word: Vruk116200  

Hosted by Tricia & Martin 

Save these details for  
next week 

Men’s 

No Computer? No problem!  
You can still join any of these Zoom meetings and 
services  with your landline phone  

If phoning:  

Dial 0330 088 5830.  

When prompted, enter the Meeting ID 
from any of these boxes followed by # 

[For Sunday’s service: 999 6611 2203]  

When prompted, enter # 

In the Matthew passage today we see Jesus 
preparing his disciples for their mission. He 
warns them of the threats and challenges they 
are likely to face.  Click on the image to watch a  
short (2 mins) video on discipleship. What does 
discipleship look like today especially during 
and after this pandemic? 

mailto:office@stmichaels-macclesfield.org.uk?subject=Prayer%20Requests
https://news-rootsontheweb.com/1C7U-6WVOY-OX1LME-43BS58-1/c.aspx
https://news-rootsontheweb.com/1C7U-6WVOY-OX1LME-43BS59-1/c.aspx
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/12802/page/56770/view/
https://zoom.us/j/99966112203?pwd=N2xUS2Vyc0F6aDlqbmxmbzUwQStOUT09
https://zoom.us/j/91267152374?pwd=ZzJlaUxQbWVJamI2WDdNbUdVUlk1QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9117124669?pwd=MCtOanZaanFFL2I5NUdzOFhOTm5DUT09
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rk8ERxqCZqQ&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rk8ERxqCZqQ&t=3s
https://zoom.us/j/99966112203?pwd=N2xUS2Vyc0F6aDlqbmxmbzUwQStOUT09


Why weren't we 
invited? 

Jazz (David and Sheena’s Tibetan 
terrier ) celebrated his 13th birthday 
on Monday with a social distanced 
coffee morning and walk with his 
owners and his two favourite doggy 
walkers Hilary Haliwell and  
Carol Riesen. 

Chip: “Just saying…!” 

Our Godly Play stories are proving  a very popular 

feature of our regular online and recorded worship 

Without the wooden figures we usually use for these 

stories, our army of storytellers, including some new 

storytellers, are getting creative with props. We’ve 

had lots of lego, duplo and even teddy bears and 

some unforgettable smile moments: who can forget 

Satsuki-Mei dunking Molly in the holy baptism story 

or the teddies strapped to Izzy’s legs on the road to 

Emmaus, or Mary and Joseph played by Micky and 

Minnie mouse? It has been truly wonderful. And has 

meant these familiar Bible stories can be viewed  

with fresh eyes. 
Sallie & Martin Bancroft told the story of the healing of the 
paralysed man which involved lots of characters.  Click on the image 
to watch the story from the service on Sunday 14th June (6 mins).   

Contact Sue 

https://vimeo.com/429259845
https://vimeo.com/429259845
mailto:office@stmichaels-macclesfield.org.uk?subject=I'd%20like%20to%20have%20a%20go%20at%20storytelling


“The big "silver lining" for me was the absence of traffic, for 
the first 6 weeks of lockdown anyway. Walking and cycling 
through town for our daily exercise became a real pleasure; 
even though we were carefully distancing each other everyone 
was cheerful and smiling. Further afield we discovered country 
lanes and footpaths we had never seen just a few miles from 
home, and cyclists and walkers mixed happily and safely and 
the few cars around were obliged to slow down. It's already 
changing of course as more people are using their cars - often I 
suspect for journeys that could be done by bike or walking if 
only it was perceived as safe. Do we want to go back to the old 
"normal"? Or can we get back that magic atmosphere when 
the sun was shining and most of us were working from and 
staying at home except for our permitted exercise. It could 
happen!” posted by David Mayers on the Macctastic Eco 
Network Facebook community group page. See their website 

David Mayers 

Do you have silver linings  
from this pandemic disaster? 

On 22nd July Cheshire East Council is voting on a 
motion to introduce 20mph speed limits to all 
residential streets. The vote will be close as not all 
councillors are convinced it’s a good idea. But 
nearly half of all councils, including Cheshire West 
and the whole of Wales, already have it!  

The evidence is clear, 20mph limits reduce the 
number and severity of accidents, reduce the 
pressure on the NHS, encourage active travel and 
create happier communities. Please write to your 
Cheshire East councillors to tell them to support the 
motion. Let’s not go back to the old “normal” of 
crowded roads and fast-moving traffic, and cyclists 
and walkers frightened to use their own streets. 

A big shout out to our church members who are also scout 

and guide leaders for the St Michael’s Parish Scout Group : 

Mike Brown, Neil, Angela and James Raval and Martin Taylor 

who have been making a huge difference to the lives of 

vulnerable and elderly people across Macclesfield delivering 

medications on behalf of Andrews Pharmacy. Did you hear 

Neil and Angela interviewed on Silk FM recently? Listen to it 

here as they explain how they got scouting involved.   

https://mmo.aiircdn.com/243/5edf5f11a929f.mp3?fbclid=IwAR1nJ8LAu7FoUNhWDFmdpE

Neil & Angela proudly wearing their neckers 

http://www.macctastic.org/
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/f1638c2f-73d9-4e47-9d78-c52bd977fbaf
https://mmo.aiircdn.com/243/5edf5f11a929f.mp3?fbclid=IwAR1nJ8LAu7FoUNhWDFmdpE-QNm6TdTj3Zp9hxB_t5-OeaHyxu6yiHkwrCXQ
https://mmo.aiircdn.com/243/5edf5f11a929f.mp3?fbclid=IwAR1nJ8LAu7FoUNhWDFmdpE-QNm6TdTj3Zp9hxB_t5-OeaHyxu6yiHkwrCXQ


You might have spotted rainbows and teddies in people's windows 
during the coronavirus pandemic. They've been used to brighten up 
people's areas, and spread a message of hope. 
Recently some people have also put a picture of a yellow heart in 
their windows - they have a special and personal meaning for those 
who put them up. The yellow hearts are being used to remember 
loved ones. The idea was started by Becky and Hannah Gompertz 
and their granddad, David, after their grandma, Sheila, passed 
away. They wanted a special way to remember her and others who 
have died because of coronavirus. David also wanted a way for 
people to show other people that they are grieving, so they don't 
feel alone. 
They came up with the idea of putting a picture of a yellow heart in 
their window, and shared it on social media. The Facebook Group 
‘Yellow Hearts to Remember- Covid 19’ started on 20th May and 
now has almost 6,000 followers. Becky said: "It just shows that this 
is something that can really help support people, and we just hope 
that it will do some good...it's good that people are able to grieve 
together." 

So, our church building has been open since 
Monday 15th June.  A huge THANK YOU to the 
wonderful team of volunteers who have made this 
possible. Thank you to Paul Simms and Paul 
Spedding for preparing the building and putting in 
place all the necessary precautions to make it a safe 
space to come for private prayer and reflection. 
We have followed the Church of England and 
government advice for reopening our building and 
used their risk assessment to ensure that we protect 
both our volunteers and our visitors.  
There is a one way system in place and signs guide 
visitors to either the Chapel or Nave for them to sit 
and pray. Visitors may light a candle and write a 
prayer card for a loved one.  Or, just simply sit 
quietly and reflect in that space.  

Our toilets and café remain closed and there are areas of the building that 
are closed off.  We have made available a number of leaflets and materials 
for people to take away if they are struggling with grief, as well as general 
information about the church, our online worship and how to contact us.  
Ultimately, we hope to have a trained volunteer to offer a listening service 
during the times we are open. A number of church members volunteered 
to be trained to offer that service when we could be open again. The 
listening training sessions were held on 11th and 18th June.  
We have had between 5 and 10 visitors each day and we are reviewing our 
practice daily. Opening times are subject to review too according to the 
number of volunteers we have and what is the busiest time of footfall in 
the town centre.  
If you are able to spare some time and do not fall into any of the 
vulnerable/shielding categories, please get in touch by emailing Paul 
Spedding  

mailto:paulspedding@gmail.com?subject=I'd%20like%20to%20volunteer%20to%20keep%20the%20church%20open
mailto:paulspedding@gmail.com?subject=I'd%20like%20to%20volunteer%20to%20keep%20the%20church%20open


J 
ane is anxious.  Her thudding heart hammers her 
awake in the middle of the night as the worries she 
has buried – worries about the future, her job, her 

kids, her parents - erupt into her mind like Whack-a-
Mole.  While Jane is trying to cope in a strange land, she 
sees stories about heroes.  Heroes prepared to give up their 
lives for others, working in care homes, hospitals, on the 
front line.  People doing their jobs in new and innovative 
ways.  Meanwhile, Jane feels useless, trapped and afraid; 
guilty that she can’t be like them.  And worried that means 
she is not following God properly. 
But everyday faith – everyday discipleship – doesn’t begin 
with being a hero.  When we see so much good happening 
around us in the face of challenge, it is easy to highlight the 
stories of success, strength and self-sacrifice.  It’s easy to 
praise heroes as exemplars.  But though what we do is 
important, that isn’t discipleship for everyone.  Discipleship 
begins with humility and giving up control to the God who 
invites us to lose ourselves in his mission.  Yet that is not the 
same as a call to immediate action.  Not all of Jesus’ original 
disciples could follow him around the Galilean 
countryside:  some of them stayed where they were;  like 
Mary, Martha and Lazarus.   
There seem to be times in life when we are called to action, 
and other times when we are called to do nothing.  If that 
seems to be you or me, what might our discipleship look like 
in lockdown?   For the answer, let us begin by turning to the 
past - about 500 years ago.  In Spain and Germany, there 
were two Everyday Faith pioneers by the names of Ignatius 
of Loyola and Martin Luther, who both had lockdowns to 
contend with.    
Ignatius’ lockdown was physical.  His life as a wannabe hero 
– a swaggering, womanising soldier ended abruptly when his 
leg was shattered by a cannonball.  As he recuperated 
through several painful operations he had nothing to do for 
almost a year but reflect, and he started to notice what was 
life-giving to his soul – and through that emerged his 
greatest gift to the world.  Ignatius underwent a complete 
inner transformation,  and went on to develop spiritual 
exercises which have helped centuries of Christians to find 
their own truest calling – the one which is a gift to 
themselves as well as to others. 
For Jo, a fosterer and youth worker who lives in Bowdon 
Vale, health concerns mean that she needs to shield 
herself.  For Jo, lockdown has meant the suspension of 
almost everything she was doing to help others, and instead 
the time to reflect on what is life-giving for her.   She says “I 
began lockdown feeling like the rug of my meaning had been 

Everyday Faith in a Strange Land 
by Anne-Marie Naylor, new Incumbent at Astbury & Smallwood 
 

As church buildings begin to open for individual prayer and small funerals, we 
share with you a reflection, written in lockdown, about everyday discipleship 
and how we are called by the Holy Spirit to action or inaction at different times. 

 
Help!  I need somebody 
(Help!) not just anybody 
(Help!) you know I need someone 
Help! 

pulled out from under my feet.  I felt sorry for myself, and 
frustrated that I wasn’t one of the heroes.  A few weeks in 
and I have turned down two foster placements; I have 
resisted the urge to sew scrubs (poorly) and to shop for 
others.  I am not even shopping for myself!  I have simply 
remained shielded.  I’m sure God has a use for me, but it may 
not be my time yet.  For now, I am loving caring for my own 
adult daughters.  I hope to have my health when my calling is 
clearer.” 
Meanwhile, in C16th Germany, Luther’s lockdown was 
spiritual:  a lockdown of all the talents, gifts and abilities of 
God’s people by a church which saw them as irrelevant to the 
life of faith, in which only the martyrs, priests and monks 
counted.   Luther told people that they all had a calling from 
God.  Perhaps Luther was the first architect of Setting God’s 
People Free.  Luther told people that their callings didn’t 
mean leaving where they were – they were in ordinary life 
situations, to exactly what they were doing, and that what 
mattered was how they did it.  
Tom Wright wrote some time ago that discipleship was 
closely connected to the classic Christian virtues.  Yet, it is not 
in our power to be perfect.   It is at times of stress and 
challenge, that we are likely to see aspects of our dispositions 
which we have been too busy to notice. Perhaps now is the 
time to notice these things and work on them.   It could be 
that our hypothetical Jane is now overwhelmed by how little 
thought she has given to the foodbank, but maybe she needs 
help to realise her own goodness – perhaps seeing how much 
her neighbours appreciate her care.  Perhaps she might 
realise how time outside lifts her soul and gives her 
energy.  Jane may need someone else’s ears to help her to 
hear what God might be saying.  Is there a way to open up 
this sort of conversation with a friend, or perhaps seek the 
opportunity to seek spiritual accompaniment? 
If we are the ones who are called to inaction, let’s not feel 
guilty or inadequate, but make the time to see what God 
wants to show us for the next season of our lives.  Time spent 
in prayer or reflection may be our greatest gift to ourselves, 
and to the world in the next season of our lives.  
As Mother Teresa said:  “We cannot all do great things.  But 
we can do small things with great love.”  Jane doesn’t need to 
feel guilty about not being a hero.  She can focus on the 
needs of each day knowing that her efforts to live it faithfully 
and well are enough. 

 

‘And now my life has changed in oh so many ways 
My independence seems to vanish in the haze 

But every now and then I feel so insecure 
I know that I just need you like I’ve never done 

before’ 
The Beatles, 1965 

 



F 
or the past seven years or so, Women with Cake has been 
meeting monthly, in someone’s home, for faith, 
fellowship and friendship. In lockdown we have 

continued to meet up via Zoom and slightly more frequently and 
with wine more often than with cake!  
It’s a space where we can share and grow our faith, but also a 
space for friendship and support; a space to bring our troubles 
and worries and a space to celebrate our triumphs and joys and 
commit those to prayer.  
Many of the women who have been zooming look tired and 
battle weary juggling the demands of senior positions at work 
from makeshift home offices (kitchen tables/worktops or 
bedrooms) with homeschooling primary aged children or dealing 
with teenagers or elderly parents. The regime sounds punishing 
and the days are long and exhausting. These families are in 
survival mode; fitting in Maths and English learning in amongst 
zoom business meetings; getting up early to cram in a few hours 
work before the children wake up, or the ‘school’ day starts; and 
then firing up the laptop again in the evening once the children 
are in bed, as well as fitting in calls to ageing parents, some of 
whom are recently bereaved and adjusting to life alone.  And, if 
there is time to sit down at the end of the day, conversations are 
around concerns for their children or parents and the 
psychological effect this period of time might be having on them: 
their behaviour, their wellbeing, their health, and the long term 
effects of how their children or parents might be changing as a 
result of this. And, of course, they are concerned about their 
own sedentary existence during the week, eating and drinking 
too much and no time for exercise or pastimes that give some 
light relief. The days are relentless and totally depend on good 
Wi-Fi connection. If the router goes down, the household is in 
chaos!  Weekends are precious: a time to reconnect and time for 
fresh air and exercise. 
And it’s not just the younger children; some are worried about 
older teenagers: Molly hasn’t sat her A levels and is worried 

… I mean doves! 

O 
ur Church School, Bollinbrook has welcomed 
back Reception Class pupils this past week. 
Around half of the class have returned to 

school and they are now in their new Year 1 classroom 
with their Year 1 teacher to prepare for next year. 
Tracey in the office said it has been so quiet in school in 
lockdown and it is lovely to hear the children laughing 
and talking. They appear to be adapting well to the 
new rules. Year 1 return next week and then Year 6 the 
following week (29th June).  They also hope to have 
Year 5 in school half the class for a week each before 
breaking up for Summer to help them in readiness for 
moving to Year 6 in September.  
Around 12-15 children of keyworkers are being taught 
in the  main school hall and they expect this number to 
rise next week. Some teachers and support staff are 
still working from home but many are now back in 
school helping everyone to adjust.  
We continue to hold the school community in our 
prayers and we think especially of the Year 6 children 
who have been at the school for seven years and have 
missed all the usual end of year highlights like the 
residential trip, a theatre trip to London, leaver’s 
service, sports day and high school transition events.  
 

about her grades for getting entry to university. Connor, 
Holly and Eleanor haven’t sat their GCSEs and have 
missed out on proms and other memorable end of year 
events. Some of the younger children are going back to 
nursery as they re-open: June, Quentin and George 
have all now gone back to have some time at nursey. 
And some of our older children, like Izzy and Duncan 
who face A levels next year, are getting some contact 
time with their teachers. But the reality is schools will 
not be open until September and working from home is 
likely to continue for some time.     
Yes, many of these families have gardens and live in a 
pleasant area and have a nice home surrounded by nice 
things. Things could be worse… right? But, listen to their 
stories and you realise we are in the same storm, but 
we are definitely not in the same boat. I admire these 
amazing families; please remember them in your 
prayers.  

Sue 
Oh, the doves? We went high tech sharing a screen to 

follow a tutorial to make a dove. Have a go yourself   

https://youtu.be/bc0HXtS9as0


Our band – The Arrhythmics (Grant Whitten, Paul Spedding, 
keyboard player Malcolm Mackenzie and myself) – pictured 
by Lynne during its first rehearsal since lockdown. In the 
Speddings’ garden on Monday, weather was kind and 
neighbours didn’t complain, at least to us! 

David Black 

Ed: You can very definitely see what Mrs Sp has been doing in 
lockdown - the garden looks beautiful 

I don’t know how you spent Wednesday evening but I 
watched/took part in the Institution of Revd Karen 
Brady as Vicar of St Michael’s Runcorn. Bishop Keith led 
the proceedings and introduced the other people we 
could see on our screen: Rosemary Lunt and Colin 
Neam – Churchwardens, Helen Browne, Associate 
Minister, Tom Stratford Dean of Chester Cathedral, 
George Colville on behalf of the Diocese, Mike 
Gilbertson, Archdeacon Cheshire West, Derek Guest, 
Rural Dean.  Karen prayed that all would go well and I 
think it did. She looked happy and contented with the 
way the formalities had gone. I think she is definitely 
looking forward to being ‘Inducted’ into St Michael’s 
Runcorn when a form of ‘normality’ has been 
established and of seeing some of her ‘fan’ club 
members at that service. Let’s hope we can join her for 
that.  

Michael Wootton 

coming soon to a garden near you... 

For anyone who can get online, and who didn’t get the chance to see 
Karen’s Institution Service, click on the image below (30 mins) 

The Brown family, pictured here, have set a challenge for our scout groups and I am now inviting our church members 
to give this a go. Click on the image to watch their attempt. In 15 seconds they managed to do 12 passes before drop-
ping the ball going at 50 beats per minute. The metronome they had going in the background was set to 100 beats per 
minute and they were throwing on every other beat. Video your challenge attempt.  How many can you pass before 
dropping it?  Send your video in to us….  

https://www.chester.anglican.org/news/the-institution-of-revd-karen-brady-on-zoom.php
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WDZS0RgwIFTIPGCtRR4uISpCyejT06dc/view

