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reaching the roof he was immediately deterred by the sight of bees 

flying in and out of the hive.  Not wearing his bee suit he beat a 

hasty retreat.    

I went up on Saturday (appropriately 

dressed) and discovered that we do 

indeed have what looks like a healthy 

colony of bees back in the hive, no 

doubt a swarm from elsewhere which 

has found a safe home on our church 

roof.  However, the bees have shunned 

the beautiful wax frames provided for 

them, and have decided to remain feral – building their own 

wonderful honeycomb under the roof of the hive – in contravention 

of all bee-regulations!   

Here is a photograph of what things look like now. 

As I have no experience of trying to restore the apiarists’ notions of 

“order” on such an unruly colony I shall have to contact the expert 

(Taffy).  Meanwhile I have added another “super” with new wax 

frames in the hope that they will start to behave more politely, plus 

some food to help them get fully established.    

It’s a happy occurrence, but my creaking knees are less than 

enthusiastic about negotiating those tower steps once more! 

     

  

Some of you know that we had to remove our several bee colonies 

from the Savage Chapel roof two years ago to enable roof repairs 

(which sadly don’t seem to have repaired the leaks – but that’s a 

different story!).   

We left one colony on the roof of the Savage Tower as that wasn’t 

in the way of the roofers. 

Unfortunately, although the colonies survived the worst of the 2019

-2020 winter, they suffered badly in the cold, wet and windy 

weather of last March and there were no bees alive in any of the 

hives last April.  Such is the life of the bee-keeper. 

I decided to hang up my bee-suit for good – although I have left an 

empty hive in my garden on the off-chance that a passing swarm 

might be in need of a good home.  

Finally, last week, Paul and I decided to bring down the deserted 

hive which is still on the 

Savage Tower roof. Paul 

heroically went up to 

undertake the retrieval (it’s 

not easy carrying heavy 

bee boxes down the dark, 

uneven, winding steps of 

the tower – although 

considerably easier doing 

so when empty than when full of 60,000 angry bees!).  However, on 

22nd August 2021 

Twelfth Sunday after Trinity  

Sunday Morning Worship— Communion in the building 

Leader: Rev’d Martin Stephens 

Speaker: Lynne Spedding 

Bible Reading: John 6: 56-69  

The Collect for the 12th Sunday after Trinity 
 

God of constant mercy, who sent your Son to save us: remind 

us of your goodness, increase your grace within us, that our 

thankfulness may grow, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
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Music@Mike’s begins with a bang! 

Percussionist Steven Moore 

launches the autumn season of 

M@M on Thursday 9th 

September at 7.30pm when he 

visits Macclesfield as part of his 

national tour “Preludes and 

Encores”. His 1 hour performance 

will include pieces by Bach, Piazzolla, Sejourne and 

others.  

As usual entrance is free, but donations are appreciated.  

 

Pre-concert supper 

Treat yourself 

to the 

complete 

night out! On 

Thursday 9th 

September at 

6.30pm the 

new church café -“An angel at your table” - is offering a 

2 course supper to enjoy before the concert at 7.30pm  

by the percussionist Steven Moore. As always the dishes, 

with a choice of meat and vegetarian main courses, will 

be home-made and delicious. All dishes are made using 

mostly donated ingredients, reducing food waste and 

carbon emissions, and offered on a “pay what you feel” 

basis. Bookings are essential; please leave a message on 

the church office phone 01625 421984 by 7th September 

at the latest. 

     David Mayers 

Chester Cathedral are offering a range of online 

Webinars. See above for the full schedule and details. If 

you would like to join, please email the Dean’s Office 

for the Zoom link: deansoffice@chestercathedral.com. 
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Wednesday Morning Coffee 
and a Chat 

The Boy who Shared his lunch with 5,000 
people! 
John chapter 6, verses 1-15 
 
After a break of two weeks our little discussion group met again 
this Wednesday morning to throw ideas around about who this 
little boy may have been and what type of character he was. Of 
course, we can only imagine and make guesses based on evidence 
from the gospel writers,  but that is what makes it such fun!! 
 
Firstly, he was just one of the crowd, an insignificant person of 
unknown age but he has been remembered for 2000 years 
because he happened to be in the right place at the right time. So, 
for all those of us who feel small and insignificant you never know 
how one small act can reverberate through other people’s lives.  
 
Heather started us off on our discussions by suggesting that this 
boy, lets call him Albert, may have been something of an 
entrepreneur. Albert had taken food to the gathering thinking that 
maybe someone would buy it from him. Helen suggested that his 
mum may have sent him out to earn a bit of money. He went 
home with no money and no food but a great story to tell. We 
wondered ‘How did this childhood memory affect him in his adult 
years?’ We don’t know but we like to think that Albert became a 
follower of Jesus. 
 
There is a thought that once the boy shared his own lunch with 
those around him, it shamed all the other thousands of people to 
share theirs too. I quite like this notion but it does take away the 
miraculous activity of God and doesn’t explain the twelve baskets 
of food left over. Alan wanted to know where the twelve empty 
baskets came from in the first place? Sorry we couldn’t answer 
that either!! 
 
But  what we do know is that the next day, Jesus went on to teach 
the disciples the meaning of what had happened. You really need 
to read the whole of chapter 6 to put this incident into context. 
Jesus likened himself to the ‘Bread of Life’ – verses 35, 48, 51. 
Without bread we die. Jesus is talking about much more than 
physical bread that feeds our physical bodies. He is talking about 
that bread which nourishes and feeds our souls and our hearts. 
Without this nourishment our souls and hearts will become ill. 
Jesus claims to be the one who can nourish us in this way so that 
we can live healthy and fulfilling lives.  
 
I hope that Albert understood this and was able to learn about 
Jesus and about following the Jesus way of life, trusting in the 
Spirit of God and walking the Pilgrim journey with others.  We are 
all on a journey and it is our choice to walk it alone or to walk it 
with others. Do please get in touch if you have a desire to walk the 
Christian pilgrim path with other pilgrims. Contact the office and 
Porsche will link you up with other Christians. 
 
Next week Rev Martin Stephens will be joining us to start off our 
discussion on Lazarus, the good friend of Jesus.  
 
Thankyou to all the members of this group who willingly share 
their thoughts and faith. I look forward to it every week. Click on 
the link on the back page of this newsletter if you want to join us.  
 
      Tricia Atherton 

Thursday Homegroup Get-together! 

The Thursday Homegroup had a social event in our garden on 

the 12th of August. The weather was wonderful and so was the 

conversation, and the food and drink contributed by everyone 

present. In bad November weather it will be great to be able to 

remember that evening. 

    David and Eve Budgett 
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    Email any prayer requests here      

Monday HomeGroup 

When?  7.30pm - 9pm Monday evenings 

Join Zoom Meeting here 

Meeting ID: 910 4838 5228  

Password: Monday 

For more information contact Martin by email or 

01625 426110. 

Wednesday Morning Discussion  

11.00am to 12 noon 

Join Zoom meeting here 

Meeting ID: 971 3599 5784     

Passcode: 01625 

No Computer? No problem!  

You can still join any of these Zoom meetings and services  

with your landline phone  

If phoning:  

Dial 0330 088 5830.  

When prompted, enter the Meeting ID 

from any of these boxes followed by # 

[For Sunday’s service: 939 7279 7379]  

When prompted, enter # 

Thursday Homegroup  

 
All are welcome to join for Bible Study, prayer and fellowship. 

During August the Thursday evening homegroup will not be 

meeting on Zoom. Please contact David Mayers by email or 

phone 01625 420716 or 07963 802659 for details of future 

meetings.  

We are studying The  Prayer Course  at the moment. 

St Michael’s Worship 22nd August 2021  

Twelfth Sunday after Trinity   

Merged service— Communion in the building at 10.00am:   

live in church / from home on Zoom 

To join by Zoom click on the image or use  

Meeting ID: 939 7279 7379    
Password: 01625 

Service Leader: Rev’d Martin Stephens 

Talk:  Lynne Spedding 

Reading:  John 6: 56-69  

Can’t join us live? Watch the 

recording of our morning worship 
service on Zoom at a time to suit you after Sunday lunchtime 

here  

Join us for  

Sunday Worship 

DONATIONS: Donating to 

the church for general 

purposes has been made 

simpler. Either click on the 

blue Donate button or scan 

the QR Code.  

 

Compline/Night Prayer 

Every Friday  

Topic: Night Prayer 
Time: 8.30pm every Friday (join from 8.25pm) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75676947476?
pwd=R2twT2pQbTFzUGR5bk1reDZoVXdaZz09 

Meeting ID: 756 7694 7476 
Passcode: compline 

mailto:office@stmichaels-macclesfield.org.uk?subject=Prayer%20Requests
https://zoom.us/j/91048385228?pwd=Rk5QdEE3TVV2MU5CY2VIK2lYQnB5dz09
mailto:teamrector.macc@gmail.com?subject=I'd%20like%20to%20join%20your%20Monday%20house%20group
https://zoom.us/j/97135995784?pwd=R21Yc3o5dXY0SldUR0xBWm0ySDNnUT09
mailto:davidjmayers@btinternet.com?subject=Thursday%20Home%20Group
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/12802/
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/f1638c2f-73d9-4e47-9d78-c52bd977fbaf
https://zoom.us/j/93972797379?pwd=UmtTeFZzSUVvSUdzYW1UVlRQVGFMUT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75676947476?pwd=R2twT2pQbTFzUGR5bk1reDZoVXdaZz09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75676947476?pwd=R2twT2pQbTFzUGR5bk1reDZoVXdaZz09

