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@stmikesmacclesfield www.stmichaels-macclesfield.org.uk 

8pm - Meet the Pilgrims – an open meeting with the 25 
pilgrims who will explain why they are walking from 
London to Glasgow and what they think about the climate 
and ecological emergency 

 

Wednesday 29th September - 9am - Join the pilgrims for 
worship and prayer; and if you wish walk with them as 
they continue their pilgrimage in the direction of Cheadle, 
leaving at 9.30am. https://youtu.be/H0zZ0RCg-8E is the 
link where we hope to livestream the evening.   
 

And a couple of other reminders about the Season of 
Creation; 

 The Family Litter Pick scheduled for Sunday 26th has 

been postponed 

Do visit the collection of 100 word reflections on the 
climate crisis, written by members of this congregation 
and others; on display on the railings in the churchyard 
until 4th October. They are inspiring and very moving. 
Perhaps you would like to write your own? 

David Mayers 

Season of Creation  

We are still in the season (it finishes on 4th October, 
St.Francis’ Day); and there are 42 days (as of Friday) until 
the start of Cop26. 
With all the evidence of rising global temperatures and 
more extreme weather events it is hard to ignore the need 
for all nations and especially those of us in the rich north 
to rapidly and drastically make big changes to the way we 
live. Yet it is equally hard to ignore the lack of any such 
proposals and the likelihood of failure at Cop 26. 
 
If you want to be know the facts read the latest IPCC 
report – or you may prefer these slightly shorter 5 “take-
aways”: 
1. Changing weather patterns caused by our heating 

world will continue to cause increasingly extreme weather 

events. 

2. Global surface temperature was 1.09C higher in the 

decade between 2011-2020 than between 1850-1900. 

3. The past five years have been the hottest on record 

since 1850 

4. The recent rate of sea level rise has nearly tripled 

compared with 1901-1971 

5. Human influence is ‘very likely’ (90%) the main driver of 

the global retreat of glaciers since the 1990s and the 

decrease in Arctic sea-ice 

And if that’s not enough to convince you, listen to this 

podcast by Sir David King 

https://www.climate21podcast.com/1329991/8500767-

climate-repair-a-chat-with-prof-sir-david-king  

As Christians we cannot simply put our heads in the sand 
and hope this will go away; we are called by God to be 
stewards of His wonderful creation. We can and must 
pray; and we can get involved with campaigns calling on 
our government to lead the way in making the necessary 
reductions in carbon emissions. One such group is 
coming to Macclesfield on Tuesday – join the pilgrims on 
the Camino to Cop as they visit Macclesfield and stay 
overnight in St.Michael’s: 

 

Tuesday 28th September - 5pm – 7pm  - Welcome and help 
prepare a meal for the tired and hungry walkers. Contact 
David Mayers (420716) for more information 

 

6.30pm - Stitching event for the “Coat of Hopes” 

 

26th September 2021 

Seventeenth  Sunday after Trinity  

Church Family Worship  

Leader: Martin Stephens 

Speaker: Martin Stephens 

Reading:  Mark 9:38-50  

The Collect for the 17th Sunday after Trinity 

Gracious God, you call us to fullness of life: deliver us 

from unbelief and banish our anxieties with the 

liberating love of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 

https://youtu.be/H0zZ0RCg-8E
https://www.climate21podcast.com/1329991/8500767-climate-repair-a-chat-with-prof-sir-david-king
https://www.climate21podcast.com/1329991/8500767-climate-repair-a-chat-with-prof-sir-david-king
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Wednesday Morning 
Coffee and a Chat 

Named and Shamed  

Some of the incidents in the life of Jesus can 

be so familiar that we take them for granted because we have heard 

the story so many times before. But the advantage of chatting in a 

group like ours is that every week I get fresh insights into the 

characters that encountered Jesus whilst he was on earth as a human 

being.  

The incident in John chapter 8, verses 1-11 is known as ‘the woman 

caught in adultery’ – this wanton woman who should have been 

stoned to death according to the Deuteronomic law of the time and 

within the extremely violent times under Roman occupation. This 

woman was dragged before Jesus. She was Named and Shamed.  

Kitey was leading us in our thoughts today and she named the woman 

Miriam. We looked again at this reading in John’s gospel and we 

looked at it with new information. Firstly, according to the law, both 

the man and the woman should’ve been accused and brought to Jesus. 

Where was the man? Maybe he was one of the accusers? Secondly, 

the act of adultery had to be witnessed by someone else. As the only 

male in our discussion group today, Dek said he thought it was 

definitely a Set-Up. So…. were there men hiding in wardrobes in the 

house where the adultery took place? Did these men jump out of the 

wardrobes at the appropriate time and drag the half-naked Miriam out 

of bed, whilst the man got dressed quickly and joined with the 

accusers? Was Miriam being abused? We don’t know 

We do know that this woman was terrified because she would know 

that if she was taken to trial and found guilty she would be stoned to 

death. 

Imagine the scene – a bunch of self-righteous people (in this case 

men), indignant, hyped up and wanting to trap Jesus, drag this woman 

before him in order to fulfil their own devious plans – is that abuse? 

What does Jesus do? Verse 6 Jesus bent down and wrote in the sand. 

They kept on questioning him but he didn’t respond straight away. 

Was he trying to calm things down – to take the heat out of the 

situation? As Judith said, Jesus was aware that the woman was half 

naked and being shamed in front of a large crowd. What did he write 

in the sand? Kitey thought it might be ‘Where is the man?’. But again, 

we don’t know.  

Instead of answering their question, Jesus said  ‘Let anyone who is 

without sin cast the first stone at her.’(v7) and the men, beginning to 

calm down, thought about this and one by one they left the scene. 

When they had all gone Jesus then put the focus back on the woman. 

As Judith said, whilst the men were there Jesus was taking the focus 

away from Miriam and putting it on the accusers, distracting them 

from their outrage.  

Helen pointed out that ultimately, Miriam’s accusers did her a favour 

by taking her to Jesus rather than to the religious authorities because 

when he did get chance to talk to her Jesus showed his compassion 

and helped her to understand that everyone does things wrong but 

that it is up to her to ‘go away and sin no more’. We let our 

imaginations roam around the question ‘What happened to Miriam 

after this?’ We liked to think she lived happily ever after. Judith 

suggested that maybe she went to live with Dorcas, making clothes. I 

love that idea! Miriam had met the living, loving Jesus and had had a 

real encounter that she would never forget, surely it must have 

affected her life? 

A fascinating discussion. Thankyou everyone. 

Next week quite a few folk are away but I will still open the meeting as 

usual and if necessary talk to myself!! Find the link on the back page of 

the newsletter, 11am Wednesday.  

 

Tricia Atherton 

Parking at Church 

As many of you will have noticed, 

car-parking at church has become 

something of a free-for-all, with 

members of the public using the 

church-spaces both during the day 

and in the evening, preventing 

members of the church from parking there when on church 

business and sometimes when in need of close access.  

Now that the building is fully open again, we are trying to 

manage parking more efficiently to ensure that those who need 

easy access to the building can reliably have it. 

The Church Council recently discussed and agreed a policy on 

parking. We would be grateful if church members could note the 

guidelines below and do their best to follow them.   

In brief: 

There are six spaces available (as long as people park sensibly) 

unless one is a commercial vehicle which takes up greater space. 

At 9.30 on any weekday morning, there must always be three 

available spaces: one for office staff, one for the café manager 

and one for any contractor who may be at work in the building. 

Those who hire the church building are entitled to one space 

only, although this might be increased for evening bookings, 

following negotiation. 

Any remaining spaces are available for anyone on church 

business on a first come first served basis.  

Please put a yellow notice which says “On church 

business” (available on the side as you go into the Welcome 

Area) in your car front window if you park at church (on church 

business!) 

There are white notices to pop underneath a windscreen-wiper 

of any car which is not parked on church business, as a polite 

reminder to the public that they should not be using these 

spaces. 

We do hope that these guidelines will make parking much easier 

for those who really do need to park close to church. 

(Of course – being an eco-church, where at all possible, try 

walking or cycling into town!) 

Lynne Spedding on behalf of the PCC 
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SAVE THE DATE!!! 

Thankyou for your interest in the work of 

Village Rwanda UK. Even through this 

internationally difficult year the determined 

folk in the village have made significant 

steps forwards and we want to share this 

news with you.  

Our Annual Meeting with afternoon tea will be held on Saturday 9th 

October 2021 at St Michaels in the Marketplace, Macclesfield at 

3pm. 

For more information please contact Tricia Atherton at 

villagerwandauk@gmail.com  

For anymore information on “Amplified”, please contact Catherine Stephens (01625  426110) 

In Loving Memory of Kenneth Mountcastle 

It is with great sadness that we learned of the death of 

Kenneth Mountcastle on the 14th September. Ken passed 

away at home aged 93 where he lived with his Son, Chris and 

Daughter in Law, Debbie.  

His funeral will be held at Macclesfield Crematorium on 

Wednesday 6th October at 11:30am. 

mailto:villagerwandauk@gmail.com
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How to contact the 
Office… 

Phone—Landine—01625 421 984  

     Mobile— 07579 820 265 (on Thursdays when 

   Porsche is working from home)  

Email— clergypa@maccteam.org.uk to contact Porsche  

 - office@stmichaels-macclesfield.org.uk to 

 contact Rachel for room bookings and building 

 matters 

 - stmikesnotices@gmail.com for newsletter  items. 

 - maccteamprinting@gmail.com for all printing 

 enquiries. 

In Person—The Office, St Michael’s Church,  Market Place, 

        Macclesfield,  SK10 1DY 

Please note Porsche is usually in the office on Mondays, 

Tuesdays and Fridays between 9:30am-2:30pm. 

Wednesday is her day off and Thursday she works from 

home between the same hours.  

Rachel’s office hours are not set so please make a prior 

appointment if you wish to meet with Rachel in person. 

Let us Pray... 

Have you noticed there is no prayer letter this 

month? This has recently been covered by Rachel 

and we thank you so much for this. However, 

given that life, church and events are getting back 

to normal again, this is yet another commitment 

alongside Rachel also being Churchwarden, and 

temporarily covering the role of buildings and 

booking coordinator. 

Therefore, we would really appreciate a volunteer to create the 

Prayer Letter on a monthly basis. If you are willing to commit the 

time and believe you would be able to offer your help with this,  

please contact Rachel in the office to discuss it further. 

Thank you.       Porsche 

Homemakers  

The next Homemakers meeting will take 

place on Thursday 30th  September at the 

home of Ruth Parker. 58.Bishopton drive, 

SK11 8TR. New start time of 7:30PM. All 

welcome 

Enid 

Litter Picking 
On Sunday I showed during the Family News section of Church Family Worship that I'd listed my litter picking routes on 
https://www.maccinfo.com/litter.html 
Jenny Eades has asked me for the link to do the same. Whether this week or another, do want to turn this into an article. 

See the photo below for my highlighted route.          Martin 

Facebook 

Justin Welby, the Archbishop of 

Canterbury, has interacted with St 

Michael's Facebook page! Have 

you? 

Use this link to like and follow our 

page! 

https://www.facebook.com/

stmikesmacclesfield/  

mailto:clergypa@maccteam.org.uk
mailto:office@stmichaels-macclesfield.org.uk
mailto:stmikesnotices@gmail.com
mailto:maccteamprinting@gmail.com
https://www.maccinfo.com/litter.html
https://www.facebook.com/stmikesmacclesfield/
https://www.facebook.com/stmikesmacclesfield/
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Music@Mike’s  

Friday 24th September – Kell Wind Trio Friday 1st October  -  

           Julian Smith (piano recital) 

Both concerts are at 1.15pm. 

Refreshments including soup and/or a full lunch will be available from the Angel At My Table 

café both before and after the concert. 

As usual entrance is free but donations will be welcomed. 

Wedding Thanks 

Saturday 4th September 2021, the wedding day of Emily and Ben – what a day!  

A huge thank you  

 to you all for your love, prayers and generosity 

 to all who attended and helped to make it such a very special occasion.  

 to the bell ringers – what a joyous sound lifting the spirits of all in town  

 to Anne Kite and the flowers team, the 

flowers were beautiful 

 to Karen, Sheena and the choir for the organ 

music and fabulous singing 

 to Duncan and Connor for the live stream 

enabling those who couldn’t be there, especially my 

Dad, to be part of the service 

 to Sue and Porsche for sorting all the 

paperwork, etc... 

 to the social committee for serving the drinks 

and cake 

 to Alexa for ensuring that everything 

ran well 

 to Martin for your support in preparations and conducting the service 

It was a day of smiles from start to finish. Here are just a few photographs as a reminder.  

There have been many positive comments, below are quotes specifically to do with the 

service and these are just the 

written ones - there were also 

many verbal ones. I pray seeds 

will have been sown as non-

church people were also 

passing favourable comments:- 

“live stream is very 

professional” 

“the church ceremony was warm, sincere and really 

relaxed which was great for all and how it should be I think” 

“the wedding was such a special, joyous occasion..... the service was 

beautiful and the singing glorious......” 

“the best wedding ever been to ...... the choir and church were incredible” 

 

Every blessing, 

Sallie and Martin   

Dad watching the live stream 

Mr and Mrs Martin with the choir 

Smiles all around 
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Pilgrimage Update… 
 

Here are a couple of photos from day 1 of the 
pilgrimage from Chester to Macc. 

 

 

Leaving the 
cathedral - the West 
Door 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

En route: The 
Cotton Cross 
Monument 

 

 

 

More news and pictures in next weeks newsletter! 

St. Peters Open Day  

One of our Team Churches is holding at Open Day 

on Saturday 2nd October 2-5PM and we would 

love for you to attend. St. Peter’s Drop in Day will 

be an opportunity to meet some of people from 

St. Peter and find out more about the local area. 

(Refreshments are not being served due to Covid 

restrictions) 

TLC—Thursday Listen 
and Chat 

For those who find socializing in the 

evening difficult due to lack of transport 

or feel uncomfortable going out alone 

particularly during the dark winter 

evenings, then come along to TLC. 

Enjoy a relaxing hour with a cuppa. Meet and make new friends in a 

safe and comfortable environment. There will be no agenda. Why not 

have a meal first in our “Angel at My Table” café? 

Based in St. Michael’s Church every other Thursday afternoon 2-3pm. 

The first meeting will take place on Thursday 7th October. Throughout 

October, the meeting will take place in the Chancel of St. Michael’s 

and move through to the Youth Centre thereafter. 

If there is enough interest, we will continue into 2022 with dates to 

follow.  

Fur further information contact either Grace (01625 430 348) or Alexa 

(01625 429 727) 

HomeGroup Restarting! 

 

The first Tuesday evening each month. Contemplative 

Prayer for half an hour followed by a cup of tea and 

cake! Resuming on Tuesday 5th October at 7PM. 

Meeting will be held at Bernice’s House (64 

Lansdowne Street, Macclesfield, SK10 2QZ)  

Contact Bernice on 01625 422 857 for more 

information.  
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Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

  1World Day of 

Prayer for the Care of 

Creation Join in a 

global on line prayer 

service at https://

seasonofcreation.org

/  

2Take a jar and 

collect a piece of 
creation each day to 
put in, e.g. leaf, twig, 
pebble. As you do this 
thank God for His 
creation and ask for 
his help to be good 
stewards of all His 
gifts.  

3Have a meatless or 

vegan meal, if possible 

shared with others. 

Meat and cheese both 

have a large carbon 

footprint. Could you 

do this more often 

during the Season?  

4Make time to sit 

and think about God’s 

creation for a few 

moments – what do 

you do in your life to 

take care of people 

and the environment?  

5Climate Change 

Sunday Join in our 

Eco Service this 

week at 10am at St 

Michael’s to focus 

on taking action on 

climate change.  

6Consider how many 

bottles of water or soft 

drinks you buy. Could 

you replace these with 

tap water in a reusable 

bottle? You can find 

out more here .  

7Reduce food 

waste by planning 

your meals and 

buying just what 

you need.  

8Remember to say 

Grace before eating 
your meal today, and 
throughout the 
Season, thanking God 
for creating the food 
and for the people 
who have helped 
produce it.  

9Remember we are 

part of God’s 

creation and to take 

care of ourselves in 

the way God 

intended with 

compassion and care.  

10Make do and 

mend. Find something 
that could be repaired 
e.g. bikes, clothes, 
electronics and tools. 
Bring it tomorrow to 
the first Repair Café at 
the Heritage Centre, 
Find out more here. 

11Join the CAFOD 

Faith in Action Day 
from 11.00am. An 
online talk and prayer 
to learn more about 
COP26 and Pope 
Francis’s call to action 
to care for our 
common home. 

12Join in a Family 

Cycle Ride along the 

Middlewood Way. 

Meet at 12.00 noon at 

Tesco Car Park SK10 

2AB to cycle to Nelson 

Pit for a picnic. Bring a 

packed lunch.  

13Think about 

how you travel each 
day during the 
Season. Could any of 
your journeys be 
walked, cycled or by 
bus to reduce the use 
of our cars? Its good 
for our health too.  

14Turn off the 

electronics and 

spend half an hour 

going for a walk or 

other activity in 

God’s natural world. 

Invite your family or 

others to join you.  

15Pray for those 

who have been 
affected by natural 
disasters or the 
Coronavirus pandemic 
through illness, injury, 
death of loved ones, 
loss of their homes or 
livelihoods.  

16Switch electricity 

suppliers to a green 

source. You can find 

out more at: https:// 

www.moneysupermar

ket.com/gas -and-

electricity/green-

energy/  

17Join the 

showing of Songs of 

the Prophets—A 

Requiem for the 

Climate at 7.30pm 

at St. Michael’s 

Church. 

18Take stock of 

what you’ve done so 
far in the Season of 
Creation. How are you 
getting on with making 
it a home for all? What 
more could you do to 
take better care of 
God’s creation? 

19Join in the 

Creation Walk at 
2.00pm. An easy 3 
mile walk to 
appreciate God’s 
creation followed by a 
picnic of drinks and 
cakes. Teggs Nose 
Country Park (SK11 
0AP) 

20Take a break 

from consuming 

and buy nothing 

today.  

21COP26 - the Time 

is Now to Act on 

Climate Change join 

the online talk by Ellen 

Teague at 7.30pm. 

Contact 

skeithtayl2@outlook.c

om for Zoom link.  

22As we uphold 

the human right to 
food, clean drinking 
water and safe 
sanitation for all. 
Pray today for the 
people in the world 
who don’t have 
access to these.  

23Review your 

use of electricity at 

home. Are all your 

light bulbs LED or 

energy saving? Turn 

off some of your 

electrical items more 

often or overnight.  

24When doing 

your shopping 

select Fairtrade 

products and those 

without plastic 

packaging.  

25Sign the CAFOD 

Reclaim our Common 

Home Petition to the 

Prime Minister on line 

at: https://

action.cafod.org.uk/

page/73304/ 

petition/1  

26Join the Family 

Litter Pick at St. 

Alban’s after the 

9.30am Mass or gather 

at 10.15am. Prize for 

the family that collects 

the biggest bag. Lead 

by 3rd Macc Scouts.  

27Buy items from 

charity shops online, 

buy and sell adverts, 

local papers or notice 

boards to reduce new 

purchases which use 

up the world 

resources.  

28“Meet the 

Pilgrims” on the 

Camino to COP26 at 

8.00pm at St. 

Michael’s. Join the 

pilgrims on one of 

their walks. https://

caminotocop.com/

29Take time to 

listen to the cry of the 
poor with your heart. 
Pray for those 
“Forgotten People” 
who share our 
common home, e.g. 
those living in poverty, 
homeless, refugees, 
migrants.  

30Shop more 

locally, e.g. green 
grocers, butchers, 
bakers to reduce the 
food miles and plastic 
packaging. Visit Scoop 
and Scales at the 
Heritage Centre.  

Things you can keep 

doing…..  

 Remember the 3 
R’s Reduce, Reuse 
and Recycle  

 Buy local and 
without plastic  

 Buy Fairtrade 

products 

 Make do and 

mend 

 Pray for world 

leaders to make 

decisions that 

protect our 

Common Home 

Thereafter…….. 

Continue to live as 

good stewards of 

God’s creation taking 

care of yourself, 

people, animals and 

the environment that 

He has blessed us 

with.  

SEPTEMBER 2021 

Season of Creation 2021 - A Home for All? What can you do to care for our Common Home 

and make it a Home for All?  

https://seasonofcreation.org/
https://seasonofcreation.org/
https://seasonofcreation.org/
http://refill.org.uk/about/
https://www.scoopandscales.co.uk/macclesfield-repair-cafe/
https://cafod.org.uk/News/Events/Faith-in-Action-Day-2021
https://cafod.org.uk/News/Events/Faith-in-Action-Day-2021
https://www.moneysupermarket.com/gas%20-and-electricity/green-energy/
https://www.moneysupermarket.com/gas%20-and-electricity/green-energy/
https://www.moneysupermarket.com/gas%20-and-electricity/green-energy/
https://www.moneysupermarket.com/gas%20-and-electricity/green-energy/
https://www.moneysupermarket.com/gas%20-and-electricity/green-energy/
mailto:skeithtayl2@outlook.com
mailto:skeithtayl2@outlook.com
https://action.cafod.org.uk/page/73304/%20petition/1
https://action.cafod.org.uk/page/73304/%20petition/1
https://action.cafod.org.uk/page/73304/%20petition/1
https://action.cafod.org.uk/page/73304/%20petition/1
https://caminotocop.com/
https://caminotocop.com/
https://www.scoopandscales.co.uk/
https://www.scoopandscales.co.uk/
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    Email any prayer requests here      

Monday HomeGroup 

When?  7.30pm - 9pm Monday evenings 

Join Zoom Meeting here 

Meeting ID: 910 4838 5228  

Password: Monday 

For more information contact Martin by email or 

01625 426110. 

Wednesday Morning Discussion  

11.00am to 12 noon 

Join Zoom meeting here 

Meeting ID: 971 3599 5784     

Passcode: 01625 

Thursday Homegroup  

Meeting for Bible study and prayer in various 

locations. 

Please contact David Mayers (420716) or 

Eve and David Budgett 

(431606) for more 

information.  

St Michael’s Worship 26th September 2021  

Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity   

Church Family Worship at 10.00am:   

live in church / streamed later on Youtube 

Youtube link will be sent out via email after the Service 

Service Leader: Martin Stephens 

Talk:  Martin Stephens 

Reading: by   Mark 9:38-50 

Eventually (once any hiccups have been ironed 
out) the Youtube stream will be live and the link 

will be posted here so watch this space!  

Join us for  

 Worship 

DONATIONS: Donating to the 

church for general purposes 

has been made simpler. Either 

click on the blue Donate 

button or scan the QR Code.  

Compline/Night Prayer 

Every Friday  

Topic: Night Prayer 
Time: 8.30pm every Friday (join 
from 8.25pm) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75676947476?
pwd=R2twT2pQbTFzUGR5bk1reDZoVXdaZz09 

Meeting ID: 756 7694 7476 
Passcode: compline 

Thursday Morning Worship 10:30AM (35 minutes) 

30th September—Midweek Morning Prayer 

7th October —Midweek Morning Communion 

(and then alternate thereafter...) 

Our midweek services follow the order from the book of 

Common Prayer (the old order) 

mailto:office@stmichaels-macclesfield.org.uk?subject=Prayer%20Requests
https://zoom.us/j/91048385228?pwd=Rk5QdEE3TVV2MU5CY2VIK2lYQnB5dz09
mailto:teamrector.macc@gmail.com?subject=I'd%20like%20to%20join%20your%20Monday%20house%20group
https://zoom.us/j/97135995784?pwd=R21Yc3o5dXY0SldUR0xBWm0ySDNnUT09
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/f1638c2f-73d9-4e47-9d78-c52bd977fbaf
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75676947476?pwd=R2twT2pQbTFzUGR5bk1reDZoVXdaZz09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75676947476?pwd=R2twT2pQbTFzUGR5bk1reDZoVXdaZz09

