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 attend a webinar to help explore how St Michael’s might 
engage with ‘Living in Love and Faith’; 

 join a team to encourage young families as they bring their 
child for baptism – we currently have 15 such families; 

 join one of the ‘Open the Book’ teams which go into 
primary schools to act out Bible stories;  

 continue the ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ initiative of praying 
regularly for 5 people to come to faith; 

 talk to me, Garrie or Sue to see if joining ‘Foundations for 
Ministry’ is for you; 

 support Bollinbrook, our church school, by offering to hear 
children read on a regular basis; 

 join a housegroup/faith-journeying group – we have quite a 
few now; 

 help move our ‘Vision Day’ objectives (small leaflet) to 
outcomes by exploring and working with others 

 and more …! (ask me or one of the churchwardens) 

…and if (or when!) it all get’s a bit difficult, this ‘learning new things’ 
idea, hold on these words: “Put into practice what you learned and 
received .. both words and actions. And the God who gives us 
peace will be with you.” (Philippians 4:9, my emphasis). 

I finally took the plunge this month and 
bought both a new mobile phone and a 
new laptop, in the same week! 

The phone was purchased just in time, as 
my 5-year old ‘Elephone P9000’ died 
completely – evidenced by the back 
physically peeling off shortly after I’d 
cloned it (transferred all the apps and data 

from it to my new phone). Phew! 

The new laptop, however, is a different matter. Trying to get used 
to a new operating system, having to identify and download the 
software I want (and remove those programmes I don’t!), plus the 
availability of additional tools and new processes – will I ever 
understand it? There's lots to learn and get used to. It can be 
attractive and so easy to retreat to the reassuring familiarity of my 
old device. Even though I know Windows 7 is no longer supported, 
that the laptop is slower and more cumbersome (physically and 
operationally), at least I’m familiar with it!  

I imagine some of you will upgrade such devices more regularly, 
and some of you fully associate with what I am saying … whilst 
others may not have a clue what I am talking about. 

The reality is that most, if not all, of us are 
creatures of habit and will each look for the 
familiar, the comfortable, the easiest way to 
operate. 

Also this month I’ve been helping Porsche settle into her role has 
the new Clergy PA in the church office. It has been an interesting 
challenge, trying to explain the structures and machinations of the 
Church of England, and describe the relationships and ways of 
working between the diocese, the deanery, the parishes and the 
churches of the Macclesfield Team. And that’s before we get to 
describing what takes place within St Michael’s on a regular basis. 

It's been good to see Porsche getting to grips with the role, and 
starting to know names and faces. Indeed, it’s been encouraging to 
have her asking developmental questions such as “Why don't you 
do this?” and “Wouldn't it be good if we could do that?” In so 
many ways May has been a month of learning. 

This week, between Pentecost and Trinity Sundays, I’ve been 
thinking about how much Jesus’ friends had to cope with learning 
new things. As if Jesus rising from the dead and His ascension to 
Heaven weren’t enough, the gift of the Holy Spirit, arriving in such 
a powerful and profound way that Sunday in Jerusalem, instigated 
another period of major learning for them. 

At its best the Church has been trying to make sense of and join in 
with what God is doing ever since. Remembering that ‘disciple’ 
means ‘one who learns’, every Christian should be a life-long 
learner – someone who keeps growing, even (perhaps especially) 
when we recognise there's the alternative of sticking to the 
familiar, the comfortable, the well-trodden paths of our faith-to-
date. 

If you are the sort of person who needs a few suggestions for 
‘getting out of the comfort zone’, here are some suggestions (not 
an exhaustive list by any means): 

30th May 2021:  Trinity Sunday 

Sunday Morning Worship 

Leader: Martin Bancroft 

Speaker: Mike Strutt 

Bible Reading: John 3:1-17 
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Do you remember… 
 … the olden days - when the kitchen was used regularly and we 

had  great camaraderie preparing refreshments for all sorts of 
occasions?  I believe this was for Ivor’s 90th birthday. 
May such times return soon! 

Drum Kit Needs 
Good Home! 

Mike and Tina have an 
acoustic drum set - 
photograph to the right  - 
which is available to a 
good home.  If you are 
interested, please    
contact Mike Strutt on  
mjstrutt@btinternet.com  

01625 - 617678  

Thank-you, Chris! 

Bollinbrook, our church school, asked for our help some months ago: they 

wanted some “frontals” for their Worship Table to tie in with the liturgical 

year and help the pupils to understand the different Christian seasons. Chris 

Wightman took up the challenge, her sewing machine, and her needle and 

thread and, with her usual amazing creativity, completed the first  last week. 

This is the frontal for “ordinary time” and is therefore green.  The tree is the 

Bollinbrook logo.  Chris will in due course make more frontals for each of the 

Christian seasons.  

The frontal in situ on the Worship Table 

Close-up of Chris’s design 

Cleaner Needed - Urgent! 
 
We are still looking for someone to 
help us with cleaning the West end of 
church (welcome area, kitchen, toilets 
and meeting rooms).  

This is a paid role, for 4 hours (2 x 2 hours) per week.  
 
Please ask anyone you can think of who might be interested, or 
who may know someone who could be. 
 
If we don’t have a regular cleaner we will not be able to keep the 
church open, so this is critical for our mission.  
Please include this urgent need in your prayers.   
For further information, or to express an interest, contact Chris 

Wightman (01625 428443 or 07818 484570) or the office email 

office@stmichaels-macclesfield.org.uk . 

mailto:mjstrutt@btinternet.com
mailto:office@stmichaels-macclesfield.org.uk
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Diocesan 
Synod: 
elections this 
summer 

 
There will be elections for places on the Diocesan Synod this 
summer.  The current members’ period of office ends on 
31.07.21.  Terms of office last for 3 years. 
   
Please note the following: 

• Nominations are open to any lay person who is an 
actual communicant member of the Church of England 
of 16 years or over and whose name is on the electoral 
roll of any parish in the deanery. 

• The Macclesfield Deanery can elect 4 members to the 
House of Clergy and 4 members to the House of Laity.  

• All nominations to the House of Laity must be returned 
to the Rural Dean by Friday 11 June. 

• If an election is required, this will be on Wednesday 14 
July with voting papers, along with instructions for their 
return, being sent out by 21 June. 

• The Deanery Synod manages and administers this 
election process. 

 
   
Please contact the Rural Dean, or Gordon, Vicky or Hilary at 
church (Deanery Synod Representatives)  for a nomination 
form. 
 
If you have any questions please contact the Diocesan 
Secretary: 
 

george.colville@chester.anglican.org   

Contentious 
Christianity 
 
St George’s Stockport is 
holding a number of (Zoom) 
sessions that may be of 
interest to you covering 
areas of contention in the 
Church of England. To 
register please contact the 

Rev Janine Arnott rev.janinearnott@outlook.com  
  
Further details are on their Facebook page;  St. George's Church, 
Stockport | Facebook 

 

 

 

 

Singing Workshop 

KEMS Singers invite you to a Singing Workshop on Saturday 11th 
September at St Michael’s Church, 10.00am - 4.00pm. 

We will be rehearsing John Rutter’s “Feel the Spirit” and Handel’s 
Coronation Anthems.  All required Covid safety protocols will be 
implemented. 

• Adults: £15 

• KEMS members: £10 

• Students: £5 

Please see the KEMS website for further details  

kems.org.uk/singingworkshop.php   

or speak to Lynne or Paul Spedding for more details and a booking 

form (01625 614819 paulspedding@gmail.com)  

 

 

For the older reader... 

“If not now, when?”  Hillel the Elder 

“One thing that bifocals give you is hindsight.”      Godfrey Just 

“Old age - when actions creak louder than words”  Anon 

mailto:george.colville@chester.anglican.org
https://www.facebook.com/stgeorgeschurchstockport
https://www.facebook.com/stgeorgeschurchstockport
https://www.kems.org.uk/singingworkshop.php
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East Cheshire NHS Volunteers: Can You Help? 
 

Background 
At East Cheshire NHS Trust we have approximately 200 volunteers throughout the hospital sites (Macclesfield 
District Hospital, Congleton War Memorial, and Knutsford District Hospitals) and in the community.  
These are people who give up their time, for free, on a regular basis in a variety of roles.  
We have ward helpers who spend time with patients, mealtime helpers who give out food and drinks, 

bereavement counsellors, administrators, welcomers. Some provide therapy services in the Macmillan Centre and others help with the rehab of patients at 
the  surrounding leisure centres. Three quarters of them are vulnerable/at risk and many have been shielding over the past 12+ months and are not ready to 
return to volunteering with us. 
  
Covid numbers are falling so we have recently begun to bring back customer service and ward 
roles and introduced some new ones.  
We are now urgently looking to grow our team of volunteers and expand our community 
programme. We are especially keen to hear from people who are available Monday to Friday 
in the daytime.  

 

If you would like to volunteer please contact: 
Lai Kuen Yew 
Volunteer Coordinator Assistant laikuen.yew@nhs.net  
  

Volunteers Week in June 
We will be holding a few drop-in sessions and staffing a stand at the rear entrance of 
Macclesfield hospital on Monday 7th, Tuesday 8th, and Wednesday 9th June to celebrate 
Volunteers Week and launch our new branding and recruitment campaign. There will be 
volunteers who will come in with their therapy dogs each day. On Monday our volunteer 
magician will be doing some magic tricks!   
  
In addition, CVS Cheshire East will be launching an online #Volunteeroes Showcase for Volunteers Week in the first week of June. 
They will be doing a video montage of photos of volunteers who have helped our Cheshire East community over the last 12 months. Through a series of 
videos, stories, testimonies and social media posts they will throw a spotlight on the wonderful volunteers who have helped in the pandemic.  We would like 
to include your organisation and its volunteers in this social media-driven showcase. We're looking for stories and photos about any volunteer or group of 
volunteers you wish to thank. If you have a story you wish to share, please fill out the form linked below to feature in the 2021 Volunteers Week Volunteeroes 
Showcase. 
  
https://www.cvsce.org.uk/civicrm/mailing/view?id=4886&reset=1 
  
Alternatively please email any contribution to Andrew Luisis ( andrew.luisis@cvsce.org.uk ) who is organising the content on the website and can answer any 
questions. Additional photos/videos would be fantastic. 

The Swifts are Back!  
 
Or at least that’s what it sounds like.  

As in 2019, the local RSPB group has installed lures in the swift 
nesting boxes installed in the quatrefoil windows in the bell 
tower, in the hope that young swifts looking for an unused 
nesting site will be attracted to try their luck.  

Listen out for the lures and watch out for the “bangers”: young 
adult swifts excitedly knocking against the boxes to see if they 
are occupied.  

This is another part of our plans to bring greater biodiversity to the churchyard. 

Treacle Market.  
 
A reduced Treacle Market will 
once again be happening on 
Sunday from 10am to 3pm, so 
please support the traders and 
the town centre as we continue  

    to return slowly and safely to normality.  
 
The church will be open to visitors after the service from 11.30 to 
2.30. 
 
Thanks to all those volunteers who will be stewarding – and 
keeping the toilets clean. 

Cre8 News 

Please see the 

noticeboard in church for 

the latest Cre8 newsletter. 

mailto:laikuen.yew@nhs.net
https://www.cvsce.org.uk/civicrm/mailing/view?id=4886&reset=1
mailto:andrew.luisis@cvsce.org.uk
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Mark Twain Quotations 
“It is better to keep your mouth closed 
and let people think you are a fool than to 
open it and remove all doubt.” 

“Whenever you find yourself on the side 
of the majority, it is time to pause and 
reflect.” 

 

“I am an old man and have known many troubles, but most of them 
never happened.” 

“The best way to cheer yourself up is to try to cheer somebody else 
up.” 

“Wrinkles should merely show where the smiles have been”     

Cricket Report.  
 
Despite the monsoon conditions, the church cricket team was able to play its first game of the 
season on Saturday, against St George's Leeds on their beautiful pitch in the parkland surrounding 
Harewood House.  
 
Always a tough game, this was no exception; and despite our best efforts we lost by 186 runs. We 
were a bit unlucky though, losing the toss and fielding in very difficult, wet conditions, and then 
batting as the weather improved, the sun even shone, and the pitch dried out into a real “sticky-
dog” where the ball played all sorts of tricks.  
 
The photo (courtesy of Rachel’s brother John) shows Richard Mayers clean bowled for 0 in the 
2nd over.  
 
We did better in our 
2nd innings, but most 
importantly we enjoyed a 

great day out, had a lot of laughs and were hugely entertained 
by the local red kites diving onto the field to scoop up worms, 
we guessed, sometimes yards from where our fielders were 
standing. 
 
Our next game was against Stockport Teachers on Wednesday 
25th May – report next week; and our next home game is on 
Tuesday 8th June, the much anticipated local derby against 
Tyhterington Family Worship, 6.30pm start at Kerridge CC 
on Clarke Lane.  
 
Spectators welcome.  
For more information contact David Mayers on 420716 

Great photos, David! (Ed.) 

St Michael's Chester 
to Macclesfield 
Pilgrimage 2021 

22-26 September 2021 

Last September we were planning to walk from Chester to Macclesfield 
as a pilgrimage to commemorate the 800th year of the first chapel on the 
St Michael's site, but obviously the pilgrimage had to be postponed. 

We would like to try again this September even though it’s now 801 
years! 

This will not be residential – walkers will travel to the ending point for 
each day’s walk (probably by shared cars) then get a train to the starting 
point, travelling home at the end of the day.  Of course this approach also 
makes it very flexible - you won’t need to walk every day if you don’t 
want to. 

It will start on Wednesday 22 September when we’ll drive to Delamere 
and park the cars, then get the train from Delamere to Chester, probably 
have a small service at the Cathedral then walk about 14 miles back to 
Delamere. Thursday will be Delamere to Northwich (13.5 miles), Friday 
will be on to Knutsford (10.5m), Saturday will be to Prestbury (14.5m) 
then on the Sunday we just walk from Prestbury to St Michael's (2.5m) in 
time for the service. 

We are aware that not everyone wants to walk these distances – 
there will be opportunities to do a shorter version of each walk. 

There won’t be any charge for this of course (apart from train fares and 
petrol!) 
Where possible there will be short reflections in churches as we go along. 
We are also planning to have a meal together on the Saturday night 
though this isn’t fixed yet. 
If you’re interested, please let Paul Spedding know 
(paulspedding@gmail.com / Macc 614819 / 07747 622765) 
 
Paul Simms, Taffy Davies, Paul Spedding 

The Trinity gets a scolding from the Church! 

mailto:paulspedding@gmail.com
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A History of St Michael’s Churchyard 

Last week a small group of us met with Gordon Darlington to 

consider ideas for using the churchyard differently, both as a spiritual 

resource and as part of our sustainability priority (within our Strategic 

Plan). 

Gordon is a treasure-chest of information on the building and 

grounds, and he supplied us with a fascinating history of the 

churchyard which I’m sure many of you will enjoy reading. 

In the 1830s the graveyard of St Michael’s was becoming full, 

especially following the typhoid and cholera epidemics of earlier in 

the century. The graveyard was so situated that drainage seeped 

into Churchside/Wallgate and into the well that gave that gave Wall/

Wellgate its name (the origin of the name “Wallgate” was something 

new to me).  The link between cholera and polluted water was not 

realised until the 20th century. 

In 1831 discussions began about a new burial ground and in 1840 it 

was decided to close St Michael’s graveyard for burials as the 

graveyard was full and also because people wished to improve the 

setting of the church. A legacy of £400, left by former Mayor Thomas 

Boden, secured the purchase of a plot of land near Back Wallgate 

(total cost £600)– although in the intervening nine years (1831-1840) 

2000 burials had taken place in the graveyard!  (No wonder it was 

considered full.) 

The Bishop of Chester consecrated the new burial ground (whose 

precise whereabouts are not clearly known) on 14th October 1840, 

and provision of a municipal cemetery started in the early 1860s.  

Plans submitted by local architect James Stevens were approved in 

1862.  Thus the current cemetery was built on land adjacent to West 

Park and opened in 1866. 

At the same time – July 1866 – a public notice was issued to the 

effect that all burials at St Michael’s and in its graveyard were to be 

discontinued except in existing vaults and brick graves.  

The Vicar and Sexton both consequently lost some income – but the 

graveyard became tidier, a number of graves were filled in, the site 

was levelled off, downspouts were connected to the main drainage 

and 24 saplings (a mixture of sycamores and limes) were purchased 

and planted by the Sexton, Arthur Sheldon. 

The accompanying photograph (top right - dated about 1880) clearly 

shows the paved churchyard (now grass) with the saplings newly 

planted. 

Notice the differing levels of the churchyard in this 1880 photograph 

and the 1901 photograph (bottom right) showing the church rebuilt by 

Sir Arthur Blomfield.  Sir Arthur lowered the overall level of the 

churchyard which is why we now find a “lens” of hard material only a 

few inches below the lawn – this is the hard-core which covers the old 

burial site beneath which lie the bones of thousands!  And that’s why it 

is so difficult for us to plant more trees and shrubs on the lawn – a 

spade thrust into the grass usually strikes this layer of hard-core 

making planting extremely difficult.  Gordon believes that those 

original 24 trees probably struggled to flourish, given the nature of the 

“soil” into which they were planted, and that most were later removed 

or died.  

C.1880  - Note the following features: 

• The whole area appears to be a hard surface of laid 

gravestones 

• The left hand corner shows a tiny part of the existing sundial 
(currently lacking its gnomon!) 

• The level of the road (Churchside) appears to be level with the 
flat gravestones 

• The lime trees are the ones just behind the Georgian fence line 

1901—note these features: 

• There is now  a grassed area in the churchyard (still there) 

• The many saplings from 1880 are not visible—presumably they died or were 
removed 

• The churchyard has been lowered so we now have steps up to what is our 

current Office window, and up to the road level on the left 

• The building itself has been redesigned into its current Victorian / Gothic style 
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“All shall be well” 

There is a Chinese story of an 

farmer who had an old horse 

for tilling his fields. One day 

the horse escaped into the 

hills and, when the farmer’s 

neighbours sympathised with 

him over his misfortune, he 

replied, “Misfortune?  Good 

fortune? Who knows?” 

A week later the horse 

returned with a herd of wild 

horses from the hills and this 

time the neighbours congratulated the farmer on his good fortune.  

His reply was, “Good fortune? Misfortune?  Who knows?” 

Then, when the farmer’s son was attempting to tame one of the 

wild horses, he fell and broke his leg. Everyone thought this very 

bad misfortune.  Not the farmer, whose only reaction was, 

“Misfortune?  Good fortune? Who knows?” 

Some weeks later the army marched into the village and 

conscripted every able-bodied young man they found there.  When 

they saw the farmer’s son with his broken leg, they let him off.  

Now was that good fortune?  Misfortune? Who knows? 

Everything that seems on the surface to be an evil may be a good 

in disguise.  And everything that seems good on the surface may 

really be an evil  So we are wise when we leave it to God to decide 

what is good or bad fortune and thank him that all things work 

together for good with those who love him. 

Then we shall share something of that marvellous mystical vision 

of Julian of Norwich who uttered one of the loveliest and most 

consoling of sentences:   

“And all things shall be well; and all things shall be 

well; and all manner of things shall be well.” 

Uttered through a reed 

Outside the city in a marsh near the river grew 

a reed. She had lived in the green and yellow 

marsh all her life and she was happy. 

When it rained, the young  reed thanked God; 

she felt clean on the outside and on the inside.  

Within her, life surged and she grew strong. 

When the sun beat down on the marsh, she 

thanked God too (but not so loudly!).  She 

knew that although it scorched her outside and 

hurt her inside, her roots were still digging into 

rich black soil.  

But most of her days were like yours and mine  

-  dull, overcast, windy, or drizzly. 

One day the Son of God walked through the 

marsh.  He liked it there away from the busy city.  He saw the 

speckled reed and stopped to look at her. 

It wasn’t that she was particularly beautiful, but the Son of God 

needed a reed to pipe on and, with a little fixing up, she would do.   

He studied her carefully then asked, "Little reed, I need a pipe to 

play a melody. Would you let me pluck you by the roots?  I can fix 

you for my purpose and that may hurt, but I wish to sing a song of 

love through you.” 

The little reed could hardly believe her ears.  She said, without 

hesitation, “Yes, yes!  Let it be done.” 

And as soon as the Son of God pulled up the reed by the roots (and 

it did hurt), she lay in his hand and didn’t mind. Even when he took 

his knife and cut and shaped her, she still cried, “Yes! Let it be 

done.” 

The Son of God whittled 

her to fit his palm and 

emptied the clutter of her 

heart. 

 

And when she was 

hollow and empty, the 

Son of God kissed her 

with his lips and uttered through her a beautiful song of love. 

Reflection Time  

The following two reflections might help us to consider life, and particularly our problems, sadnesses and pain in  a 

different way 

And - on a lighter 

note! ... 

Church attendance ... 
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    Email any prayer requests here      

Monday HomeGroup 

When?  7.30pm - 9pm Monday evenings 

Join Zoom Meeting here 

Meeting ID: 910 4838 5228  

Password: Monday 

For more information contact Martin by email or 

01625 426110. 

Wednesday Morning Discussion  

11.00am to 12 noon 

Join Zoom meeting here 

Meeting ID: 971 3599 5784     

Passcode: 01625 

No Computer? No problem!  

You can still join any of these Zoom meetings and services  

with your landline phone  

If phoning:  

Dial 0330 088 5830.  

When prompted, enter the Meeting ID 

from any of these boxes followed by # 

[For Sunday’s service: 939 7279 7379]  

When prompted, enter # 

Thursday Homegroup  

 
We meet via Zoom at 7.30pm using same Here is the link to the 
Zoom meeting; https://zoom.us/j/96162804573?
pwd=V3Z2dWpMZlR6Mjg1eUVVQjBWbzQ4dz09   
  

Meeting ID: 961 6280 4573 
Passcode: 838197 

All are welcome to join for Bible Study, prayer and fellowship, 

including by phone. Please contact David Mayers by email or 

phone 01625 420716 or 07963 802659. We are studying The  

Prayer Course  at the moment. 

St Michael’s Worship 23rd May 2021  

Pentecost Sunday   

Merged service this week at 10.00am:   

live in church / from home on Zoom 

To join by Zoom click on the image or use  

Meeting ID: 939 7279 7379    
Password: 01625 

Service Leader:  Martin Bancroft 

Talk:  Mike Strutt 

Reading:  John 3:1-17 

 

Can’t join us live? Watch the recording of our morning 

worship service on Zoom at a time to suit you after Sunday 

lunchtime here  

Join us for  

Sunday Worship 

DONATIONS: Donating to 

the church for general 

purposes has been made 

simpler. Either click on the 

blue Donate button or scan 

the QR Code.  

 

Compline/Night Prayer 

Every night 13th-27th May at 8.30pm (Ascension - Pentecost) and every Friday 
thereafter 

Topic: Night Prayer 
Time: 8.30pm every Friday (join from 8.25pm) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75676947476?
pwd=R2twT2pQbTFzUGR5bk1reDZoVXdaZz09 

Meeting ID: 756 7694 7476 
Passcode: compline 

mailto:office@stmichaels-macclesfield.org.uk?subject=Prayer%20Requests
https://zoom.us/j/91048385228?pwd=Rk5QdEE3TVV2MU5CY2VIK2lYQnB5dz09
mailto:teamrector.macc@gmail.com?subject=I'd%20like%20to%20join%20your%20Monday%20house%20group
https://zoom.us/j/97135995784?pwd=R21Yc3o5dXY0SldUR0xBWm0ySDNnUT09
https://zoom.us/j/96162804573?pwd=V3Z2dWpMZlR6Mjg1eUVVQjBWbzQ4dz09
https://zoom.us/j/96162804573?pwd=V3Z2dWpMZlR6Mjg1eUVVQjBWbzQ4dz09
mailto:davidjmayers@btinternet.com?subject=Thursday%20Home%20Group
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/12802/
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/f1638c2f-73d9-4e47-9d78-c52bd977fbaf
https://zoom.us/j/93972797379?pwd=UmtTeFZzSUVvSUdzYW1UVlRQVGFMUT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75676947476?pwd=R2twT2pQbTFzUGR5bk1reDZoVXdaZz09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75676947476?pwd=R2twT2pQbTFzUGR5bk1reDZoVXdaZz09

