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 Welcome to Macclesfield Team Ministry 

All Saints 

Brough Street West 

Macclesfield 

SK11 8EL 
 

St Barnabas 

Lyme Avenue 

Macclesfield 

SK11 7RS 
 

St Peter’s  

Windmill Street 

Macclesfield 

SK11 7HS 
 

St Michael & All Angels  

Market Place 

Macclesfield 

SK10 1DY 
 

M 
acclesfield Team Ministry is a family of four churches that are located in the town of Macclesfield and 

are part of the Church of England.  We are four different communities of people seeking to follow the 

teachings of Jesus Christ and trying to bring wholeness and healing to the wider town. 

    

The Staff Team 
 

Team Rector Revd Martin Stephens 
             01625 426110 
                                  teamrector.macc@gmail.com 
 
Team Vicar Revd Andy Williams 
             01625 432919 
                                  teamvicar.macc@gmail.com 
 
Curate  Revd Karen Brady 
   07419 820864  
   revkarenbrady@gmail.com 
  
Cre8 Director Revd Rob Wardle 
   077101 73177 
   revrobwardle@gmail.com 
 
PA to the  Sue Reid 
Clergy  01625 421984  
   clergypa@gmail.com 
    
Team Office  Macclesfield Team Office  
   St Michael & All Angels Church  
   Market Place  
   Macclesfield SK10 1DY  
   01625 421984 (24 hour machine) 
       
Team Printing  Emma Kingdom 
& Photocopying Deadline Thursday morning 9am 
   maccteamprinting@gmail.com  
 
Link Editor Revd Canon Taffy Davies 
   01260 253671 
   linkteammagazine@gmail.com 
   

 

Administrators  

St Michael’s:  Emma Kingdom  01625 421984 
    stmichaelscoordinator@gmail.com  
St Peter’s:  Jann Thorpe  01625 500544 
    coordinator@stpetersmacc.org 
Cre8:            Katy Wardle  01625 503740 
    katy.wardle@cre8macclesfield.org 

Weekly Notice Sheets 

 All Saints:  Ron Sherwin  
    allsaintsnotices@gmail.com 
    St Barnabas: Vera Butler/Glenys Hibbert 
       glenys.hibbert@ntlworld.com 
    St Michael’s: Lynne Spedding 
       stmikesnotices@gmail.com  
    St Peter’s:  Jann Thorpe  
   coordinator@stpetersmacc.org 

Safeguarding Disclosures - Lead Recruiters 

 Team churches: Sue Reid  01625 421984  
 Cre8:  Katy Wardle  01625 503470 

Safeguarding Co-ordinators 

 All Saints:    Chris Campbell-Kelly  01625 261373 
  St Barnabas:   Fran Hiles 01625 429990 
  St Michael’s:  Paul Spedding 01625 614819 
  St Peter’s:    Jann Thorpe 01625 500544 

Safeguarding Diocesan Advisor 

 Pauline Butterfield 

 01928 718834 ext 221      
  pauline.butterfield@chester.anglican.org 

Cover photo by Jon Evans - walking the Peak Pilgrimage 
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 From the clergy 
I’ve now been in Macclesfield for 

about four months and have 

enjoyed being part of the Team 

Ministry and being able to share 

in what is happening.  

Having watched some of the 

World Cup matches I am 

beginning to ponder what kind of 

team we are. (Sorry for those who 

weren’t into the football, but 

please bear with me). 

There were a variety of styles of 

team football played in the 

matches I saw. There were those 

teams with one or two star players 

who’s obvious talent made things 

happen for their team. There were 

some teams with alternate tactics 

that seemed to be more aligned to 

wrestling than football to disrupt 

the flow and opportunities of the 

opposition. There were a few 

teams that tried to play as a team, 

playing to each other’s strengths 

and in some way making the 

beautiful game beautiful, but they 

did seem to be the exception. 

So what kind of team are we in 

Macclesfield? We have a variety 

of ministers: two stipendiary 

clergy, Martin and myself; a 

stipendiary curate, Karen; a self 

supporting minister, Rob; a 

variety of Readers and other 

lay ministers; and everyone else 

who is part of our worshipping 

congregations. How do we work 

together to enable God’s 

Kingdom to grow in 

Macclesfield?  

How can we work together, using 

each of our strengths, to be a 

more effective team? It is, of 

course, right that we seek to 

strengthen the weak areas of our 

lives, but perhaps more 

importantly that we work to our 

strengths, build one another up, 

and share our Gospel hope with 

the people of Macclesfield. “In 

Christ we, though many, form 

one body, and each member 

belongs to all the others. We 

have different gifts, according to 

the grace given to each of us.” 

Romans 12. 5-6a 

 

See you later 

Blessings 

Andy 

Wedding Bells for our 

Rector’s daughter, Jess 
Congratulations from everyone in the Macclesfield 

Team Ministry Churches to Jess and Zac on their 

wedding day, Saturday 14th July 2018. Wishing you a 

long and happy marriage.  
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Peak Pilgrimage 
The  morning after completing the 

Peak Pilgrimage with friends from 

the team, my readings in Luke’s 

Gospel were very pertinent indeed! 

Luke 19.28-40, otherwise known as 

‘The Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem’ 

or…. that story with the donkey that 

we remember on Palm Sunday. 

Tom Wright (Luke for Everyone) 

describes the journey through the dry 

and sandy hills from Jericho in the 

Jordan valley,  apparently the lowest 

point on earth, where it’s always hot 

and dusty because it hardly ever 

rains. This sounded very familiar 

because our pilgrimage took place 

during the long dry days of July 

when we had had no rain for at least 

two months and none was expected 

for the foreseeable future. It was hard 

and sweaty work for the pilgrims.  

Guided by Tom Wright in the past 

few weeks I had begun to understand 

that the whole of Luke’s Gospel is 

about the journey of Jesus on his way 

to Jerusalem, and this is the way the 

pilgrims came with him. He had been 

constantly announcing the Kingdom 

and now was the time to make it real. 

The announcement of the Kingdom 

could only come true if he now 

embodied it in himself. Humanly, he 

knew the danger that he was in but he 

also knew what had to be done.  

After this long and arduous journey 

in some of the most testing conditions 

on earth the relief when you come to 

the end of the journey or, the top of 

the hill, must be great indeed. I felt a 

small portion of that at the summit of 

every hill during the Peak Pilgrimage. 

There were moments, after struggling 

in the heat of the day, of exultation at 

the vista before us, such as coming out 

of the close shady confines of the 

wood and being surprised by the 

expansive view before us of the 

Chatsworth estate. As if that wasn’t 

enough to carry us onwards we had 

the added bonus of the sight of a herd 

of deer and stags with their beautiful 

shiny brown coats glistening in the 

sun. 

For Jesus and the pilgrims their uphill 

journey eventually gave them the 

excitement and exultation of seeing 

the holy city of Jerusalem glistening in 

the sun. ‘The end of the journey: the 

pilgrimage of all pilgrimages…’(page 

229). 

Tom Wright leaves me with a 

challenge this morning: ‘Are we going 

along for the trip in the hope that 

Jesus will fulfil some of our hopes and 

desires? Are we ready to sing a song 

of praise but only so long as Jesus 

seems to be doing what we want?’  

I’m looking forward to tomorrow’s 

quest!  

 

Tricia Atherton 

On our recent three-day pilgrimage 

from Ilam to Eyam, we enjoyed a 

brief act of worship at each of the 12 

churches we visited.  We designed 

the worship to enable sub-groups to 

be able to worship together should 

they arrive at a church separately 

from others but, in fact, the whole 

group assembled together each time, 

which certainly made the singing 

lustier than it might otherwise have 

been, particularly given the number 

of choir members in the party 

(spontaneous harmony broke out on 

occasion!). 

Each act of worship comprised four 

elements: a bible reading, a verse or 

two from a hymn/chorus, a poem 

and a closing prayer, lasting 

between 5-10 minutes.  The prayers 

were mainly from the Celtic 

tradition as these focus so much on 

the beauty of nature and the 

associated metaphors with life and 

spirituality. 

Poets included RS Thomas, Edwin 

Muir, eecummings, Gerard Manley 

Hopkins, Veronica Zundel, 

Christopher Morley, Anne Ashworth, 

DH Lawrence.  If anyone would like 

an electronic set of the worship 

sheets, please email Lynne Spedding 

on lynne.norbron@gmail.com 

Here is one of the poems we reflected 

on:  

 

Lynne Spedding 

Poem: “The Kingdom” by  

R.S.Thomas 

It’s a long way off but inside it 

There are quite different things  

going on: 

Festivals at which the poor man 

Is king and the consumptive is 

Healed; mirrors in which  

the blind look 

At themselves and love looks at them 

Back; and industry is for mending 

The bent bones and the minds 

fractured 

By life. It’s a long way off, but to get 

There takes no time and admission 

Is free, if you purge yourself 

Of desire, and present yourself with 

Your need only and the simple 

offering 

Of your faith, green as a leaf. 

Peak Pilgrimage 

Worship 

A big thank you to Paul Simms who 

organised the three day pilgrimage 

and to Lynne for leading the worship 
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A new Head for Bollinbrook 

It is a privilege to be writing my first 
article for the Parish magazine as I 
take up my new post as Headteacher 
of Bollinbrook CE Primary in 
September. I have been warmly 
welcomed into the school by staff and 
look forward to being a part of the 
parish. The phone call back in March 
telling me I had secured the position 
brought one chapter of my life to end, 
yet from that ending, opened up a 
whole new beginning. God has 
brought me to Bollinbrook and I look 
forward to leading by faith and 
working with the support of the 
church and the whole school team to 
continue to provide the very best 
opportunities for our children and 
their families. 

My educational journey started in a 
primary school in Huyton where I 
was a class teacher for four years. This 
was a steep learning curve as an NQT 
but one which established my career 
and ultimately led me to my second 
school in Widnes where I have been 
ever since. I had always wanted to 
teach in a church school and my 
experiences at Farnworth CE Primary 
have given me a solid foundation for 
headship. Being a teacher is much 

more than a job to me. It is a both a 
pleasure and a privilege. Every day is 
different and every day I am amazed 
by the children. It is, though, an 
emotional rollercoaster. I find myself 
laughing one minute from their 
unique personalities, then the next 
moment on the verge of tears as they 
reach personal milestones and 
overcome challenges. I am glad I get 
to share those precious moments and 
look forward to many more as a 
headteacher. 

My faith journey has been less 
challenging than my teaching career 
but equally as rewarding. I have the 
fondest memories of my Sunday 
School years which started at Bethel 
Baptist Church in Bootle. I remember 
those times as if it were yesterday; 
from the days of the Children’s 
Christian Campaign, to learning 
pieces of scripture that have since 
become more than just words. 

When our family moved to Ormskirk 
we also moved churches and I spent 
many years at Cottage Lane Mission. 
It was during this time that I became a 
Christian and committed my life to 
God. I had the support of a fantastic 
fellowship but went through a period 

of time where I almost tried too hard 
to prove I was a Christian. I was 
surrounded by people who always 
shared their testimony, that special 
moment when their lives had been 
totally transformed. I was worried 
that never happened to me. I never 
had that. I almost felt like a fraud. 
How could I truly be a Christian if I 
hadn’t gone through this life 
changing conversion? I felt that I was 
letting God down in some way.  

Now I look back I can see how much 
my faith has shaped my life. Things 
have not always been easy and God 
does not give you a handbook of how 
to be a perfect Christian. Life is a 
series of problem solving 
opportunities that God wants us to 
use to see the good in our lives. I can 
see where he has guided me and I am 
eternally grateful for the life he has 
given me.  

I go back to my earlier words; God 
has brought me to Bollinbrook and I 
know that he will guide me in this 
next chapter of my life; ‘Seek his will 
in all you do and he will show you 
which path to take’. 

 Lynne Le Marinel 

‘Fresh starts and new beginnings’ 

Farewell Service for Mr Waters 
On Sunday 1st July the community of St 

Michael’s said farewell and happy 

retirement to Mike Waters and his wife, 

Clare, at a special service held in church.  

Mr Waters’ leaving celebrations also 

included a special assembly held on 18th 

July in school. Many past staff and 

Governors attended a surprise gathering 

for Mike which was followed by 

refreshments. Highlights included footage 

of the children forming the shape of a 

heart on the school field taken by a drone 

as their goodbye message.  

Mike joined the school 14 years ago at 

Easter. Michael Wootton, a long standing 

member of St Michael’s was Chair of 

Governors and responsible for recruiting 

Mike. He had written a long letter recalling 

those early days and was able to attend the 

service.  The annual school Garden Party 
held on a sunny Saturday 14th July 

continued the farewell celebrations.  
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Faith in Business 

Social justice has always been a big part of Greenbelt – 

alongside music, faith, comedy, beer, dance, food, prayer, 

crafts and much else besides.  But for me, the big draw is 

the opportunity to hear some inspiring speakers exploring 

how the world could be a better place, and what we can do 

about it. 

Last year, there was a new venue at Greenbelt called the 

Exchange, devoted to the subject of how business, 

conducted differently, can make a big contribution to the 

Common Good (last year’s Festival theme).   

The Exchange will be back again, and under this year’s 

theme “Acts of the Imagination” it will feature pioneering 

people who can imagine and are showing how areas of 

critical need – such as care and housing – can be addressed 

differently, without relying on government or investors to 

find a solution.  But there is another interesting 

development. 

It is notable today how faith is playing an increasingly 

important role in the business context.  People striving to 

be better in business – as employers, service-providers, and 

neighbours – are focussing much more on values, and 

want to be recognised by customers and workers as 

upholding decent values. 

Easier said than done; especially if you work for a large 

corporation whose priority is to generate a return for 

investors.  But there are lots of smaller private businesses, 

social enterprises, mutual and cooperative businesses, 

community and charitable organisations for whom sound 

human values are fundamental to their way of operating, 

not just a selling strategy.  It is not uncommon to find a 

faith connection. 

I have spent the last four years working for a law firm 

which is driven by its values, and very watchful of its 

purpose “Improving lives, communities and society”.  In 

the past, partners had to sign a deed committing to 

practise law to the glory of God; and although that has 

now changed in response to legislation, the firm remains 

strongly faith-based. 

It was this law firm, Anthony Collins Solicitors, which first 

established the Exchange at Greenbelt, with the help of a 

number of friends and colleagues in the cooperative and 

social enterprise world.  This year we will be back with 

Midcounties Co-operative (which owns Co-operative 

Energy and the Phone Co-op), the national body Co-

operatives UK, and New Internationalist, all values-based 

organisations. 

The programme includes a series of events put on by 

HeartEdge, an initiative of St Martin’s in the Fields which 

includes the role of commerce in relation to church – and 

includes Rob Wardle on the panel.  It also includes a series 

about money, including the role of religion (and 

particularly Islam) in finance, and the future of money. 

We will also host some well-known Greenbelt names, look 

at the future of work in a gig economy, as well as re-

imagining care and housing with some radical people who 

are doing things very differently.  Come and see if you can 

have faith in business. 

Cliff Mills 
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Friday 6th of July was a special 

day for St Barnabas Church, 

following months of work behind 

the scenes. Over 200 people came 

along to our open day and 

enjoyed the displays, crafts, 

bouncy castle and free BBQ. The 

event was to launch St Barnabas 

Church becoming a Connected 

Communities community centre. 

In partnership with Cheshire East 

Council we will be able to open 

the church building doors to 

community and other groups 

wishing to start up new groups 

and activities for the wider 

community, and we’ll also be able 

to offer some free hours of rental 

each week. Big thanks to everyone 

who cleaned the building and 

helped on the day but especially 

to Jayne Shaw from St Barnabas 

and Katy Wardle from Cre8 who 

made it all possible.  

St Barnabas welcomes you! 

Fun Day 

A fabulous afternoon at St 

Barnabas Open Day. There must 

have been around 200-250 people 

who came to the Fun Day and 

barbecue for the launch of 

connected communities. It was 

wonderful to see so many of our 

neighbours and friends to 

celebrate friendships made over 

the last 14 years and to share 

food. I think we’ve all achieved 

something living here as part of 

this fantastic community and 

hopefully we’ve shared 

something and will continue in 

the future.  

 

Revd Rob Wardle 
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Homemakers - 50 years young! 

St Michael’s Youth Group  
The new St Michael’s Youth Group 

has now been up and running for a 

year. We started the year back in 

September 2017 with a walk at Tegg’s 

Nose and ended the year with a 

barbecue and messy games on the 

church lawns on Sunday 1st July.  

The pictures here show the fun that 

was had at the barbecue and how wet 

certain young people managed to get! 

Thankfully, the sun was shining and 

it was a very warm evening! In 

between we have been ten pin 

bowling, enjoyed pizza and film 

nights, played lots of games – hide 

and seek a particular favourite!  

The group have also had times of 

reflection, contemplation, discussion 

and learning and more recently the 

young people attended a service of 

café worship at the Hope Centre 

organised through the Hope Youth 

Forum alongside young people from 

other churches in Macclesfield and 

surrounding areas.  Another highlight 

of the year was when the Youth Group 

prepared and led the 10.30am Treacle 

Service back in the Spring from the 

song choices, singing, music, readings 

and activities. They linked their 

experiences at church as young people 

to the Everybody Welcome course that 

ran over Lent to share their honest 

feelings about how welcome they feel 

in church as teenagers.  

Pott Shrigley Church are also looking 

to join forces with us as they have a 

small group of young people and are 

seeking to join a larger group to help 

nurture their young people. This will 

hopefully get started from September.  

It has been a positive start and we 

seem to regularly get around 8-10 

young people attending. The group 

meets on Sunday evenings at 6pm 

until 7.30pm during term times apart 

from second Sunday when Choral 

Evensong takes place.  

For more information contact the 

Church Office on 01625 421984 or e-

mail clergypa@gmail.com   

Sue Reid 

On a lovely evening, ten happy 

Homemakers enjoyed a meal out at 

Sutton Hall. 

It was a great way to finish our 

current programme and also as a 

celebration of our 50th Anniversary. 

Having started as “Young Wives” 

group the name  later changed to 

Homemakers. 

We are always ready to welcome 

any lady who would like to join us. 
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Eco-church news 

In September St Michael’s is again 

joining with other Hope in NEC 

churches to celebrate the “Season 

of Creation”. It begins on St 

Francis’ day, 1st September, and 

provides an opportunity for us to 

share with other Christians in the 

town to; 

 Give thanks for the beauty 

and generosity of God’s 

provision for us in the natural 

world, and 

 Pray for our role as stewards 

of His creation and the many 

environmental problems we 

are currently facing. 

The first 2 events are: 

 Saturday 1st September 

World Day of Prayer for 

Creation Service of prayer 

and celebration 7pm at St 

Michael’s 

 Friday 7th September Laudato 

Si – what does the Pope say 

about creation care? 7.30pm at 

St Alban’s church hall 

Further details will be available 

soon. 

David Mayers 

St Mike’s is buzzing about this news 

As one of our church Eco-group 

initiatives, a small colony of honey-

bees has just been settled onto the St 

Michael’s church roof. It is hoped 

that they will find plenty of grazing 

opportunities in the vicinity: for 

example, nearby gardens; parks; and 

the Bollin banks.  Large trees are also 

excellent for foraging in spring, so – 

assuming our little St Mike’s colony 

can survive the winter – we hope it 

will flourish for years to come.  We 

would like next to persuade the 

Town Council to have a small area of 

wildflower meadow on the currently 

rigorously manicured area of grass in 

the churchyard – this would surely 

benefit both bees and human beings!  

If you would like more information on 

our bees, please see Lynne Spedding 

who pretends to know something 

about them.  Her unofficial “mentor” 

is the Revd Taffy so, between them, 

they will bumble around keeping 

everything in order.   

If you would like to make a financial 

contribution towards the cost of this 

“nucleus” (starter colony), please see 

Lynne.  A number of people have 

already made a donation and it was 

decided to buy them before the full 

amount was raised in order to get 

them established before the summer is 

too old.  

Lynne Spedding 

#PledgeLessPlastic 
 

The Barnaby 2018 eco themed art 

installation in the churchyard 

invited visitors to pledge how 

they would reduce the plastic they 

use/discard in their household and 

enclosing this in a bottle which 

formed the art work pictured here.  

A talk was given on how two 

people were able to reduce their 

plastic usage. And how they had 

done so very successfully.  
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K N Motors  
Repairs & Servicing 
 
 
1-3 Copper Street  
(off Black Road) 
Macclesfield 
 
01625 614219 
 

Let our family business take care of your car 

 
 

25 High Street 
SK11 8BR 
01625 422583 
 
 

124 Broken Cross 
SK11 8TZ 
01625 425284 
brokencross@letsco-
operate.com  
 
 

Here for you when 
you need us most 

 

To advertise, please contact linkteammagazine@gmail.com 
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PLATINUM HAIR SERVICES 
 

  Cut and blow   £20.00 

 Shampoo and Set      £15.00        

  Shampoo and Blow      £12.00 

  Dads & Kids under12  £8.50      

  Perm     from £35.00   

 Colouring services   from £30.00 
 Weddings, proms and hair up prices on request 

 

I am a qualified hairdressser, charging realistic, affordable prices bringing a professional 

service to the comfort of your own home. DBS checked for your peace of mind.  

ALL NEW CUSTOMERS CAN RECEIVE THEIR FIRST 

CUT AND BLOW FOR JUST £15.00                             
 

Call Lorraine on 07840108808 
 

 

 

 

 

To advertise 

 

please contact  

 

linkteammagazine 

@gmail.com 
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Church or hall bookings 

All Saints 

     Jim Donaldson 01625 619050  

     jacjim@ntlworld.com 

 

St Barnabas 

     Jonathan Aiken 07515 410170 

     jonathanstewartaiken@gmail.com 

 
St Michael’s 

     Emma Kingdom: 01625 421984  

     stmichaelscoordinator@gmail.com 
 

St Peter’s 

     Mike Boardman: 01625 428646 
 

Our Church  

Community 
 

Email 

linkteammagazine@gmail.com 

St Michael’s is Open Monday to Saturday 10.30am to 12.30pm. Call in for a look round or refreshments. 

Events & Notices 

Link 

Thank you to everyone who has 

contributed to this edition of Link. If 

you would like to submit news, an 
article or photos, please email 

linkteammagazine@gmail.com or 

hand in your contribution at the Team 

Office. The deadline for the Apr/May 

edition is Monday 10th September 

2018. The views expressed in this 

edition of Link do not necessarily 

reflect the views of the editorial team 

or the PCCs of the churches. 

We’re very pleased and excited to 

announce that Ameera Fletcher will be 

the new Operations Director at Cre8 

from 1st September 2018.  

Ameera comes to Cre8 in this new part

-time role to work alongside our 

existing Director Rob Wardle who will 

now be in the role of External 

Relations Director.  

It was wonderful for us to have so 

much interest when this new job was 

advertised and to receive such 

excellent applications, thank you to 

everyone who has been in touch and 

supported us. As always, we are 

hugely thankful for what we’re able to 

do and we look forward with 

excitement to this new chapter in the 

life of Cre8.  

NEWS 

Luke’s Gospel has always been my 

favourite, ever since I started 

exploring the Bible’s attitude to 

women when I was in Oxford.  

Luke, writing in the first century AD, 

was an educated and cultural man, 

who was able to research early 

documents and talk to people who 

actually knew Jesus and were there 

when He was walking the earth. Luke 

lived in the heart of the Jewish and 

the Roman world of that time and he 

realised that these special events had 

to be written down so that future 

generations could get a glimpse into 

these extraordinary times. The book is 

written to Theophilus (his excellency) 

Luke 1.1-4, and is followed up by a 

second book, the Acts of the Apostles, 

Acts. 1.1-5. 

Whatever else I am reading, every 

day I read from Luke’s Gospel. This 

forms the core of my meditations in 

the morning and I use a study book 

by Tom Wright ‘Luke for Everyone’ 

which gives some background and 

contextual information. Even though I 

am getting to know the gospel of 

Luke quite well I am still surprised by 

new learning, and by the way that 

God, the Holy Spirit, speaks through 

these writings from the 1st century to 

me in the 21st century. My Bible is not 

a pristine book with gold leaved 

pages and a luscious leather binding. 

It is hard backed and has scrawlings 

in the margins and underlines in the 

texts. It has question marks and 

exclamation marks and the occasional 

comment such as ‘no women mentioned 

here’ (Ancestry, Luke 3.21-38) and ‘the 

new age has begun in that life’ (many 

accounts of peoples lives being 

turned around). 

I’m fortunate in that I wake up early 

and I don’t have to rush out to work, 

feeding several people before I leave 

the house. There was a time in my life 

when this was so and I do empathise 

with people in this situation but I 

truly believe that everyone would 

benefit from a short time every day 

which involves quiet meditation and 

stillness.  

God can speak to us in many ways,  

in the storms of life, in the depths of 

despair and in the joys and 

exultations but there is nothing to 

compare with the steady, quiet, 

persistent, faithful voice of God 

which I can experience at my own 

breakfast table!  

 

References: 

‘Luke for Everyone’ Tom Wright (one 

of a series) (SPCK) 

There is also a study guide book for 

groups if anyone is interested in 

joining me!  

 

Tricia Atherton 

Living with Luke 

Congratulations Ameera & Rob 
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Sunday Services - August/September 

Date 
All Saints 

Brough St. West 
St Barnabas 
Lyme Ave. 

St. Michael & All Angels 
In the Market Place 

St Peter’s 
Windmill St. 

5th August 9.30am Informal Service 11.15am Holy Communion 
9.30am Storytelling Service 
11.00am Holy Communion 

9.30am Holy Communion 

12th August 9.30am Holy Communion 11.15am Morning Prayer 
9.30am Storytelling Service 
11.00am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Morning Prayer 

19th August 9.30am Morning Prayer 11.15am Holy Communion 
9.30am Holy Communion 
11.00am Holy Communion 

9.30am Holy Communion 

26th August 9.30am Holy Communion 11.15am Morning Prayer 
10.30am Treacle,  
All age Service 

9.30am Worship for All 

2nd Sept. 9.30am Informal Service 11.15am Holy Communion 
9.30am Storytelling Service 
11.00am Holy Communion 

9.30am Holy Communion 

9th Sept. 9.30am Holy Communion 11.15am Morning Prayer 
9.30am Storytelling Service 
11.00am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Morning Prayer 

16th Sept 9.30am Morning Prayer 11.15am Holy Communion 
9.30am Holy Communion 
11.00am Holy Communion 

9.30am Holy Communion 

23rd Sept. 9.30am Holy Communion 11.15am Morning Prayer 
9.30am Storytelling Service 
11.00am Harvest (tbc) 

9.30am Worship for All 

30th Sept 9.30am Morning Prayer 11.15am Morning Prayer 
10.30am Treacle,  
All age Service 

No service 

7th Oct. 9.30am Informal Service 11.15am Holy Communion 
9.30am Storytelling Service 
11.00am Holy Communion 

9.30am Holy Communion 

Hospital Services 
St Luke’s Chapel,  

Macclesfield Hospital 

12th August  Tbc 

9th September Fran Hiles 

30th September Robert Marshall 
11.00am 

 

Have you ever thought about helping 

support patients who come to worship?   

Can you help out on a weekly or more 

occasional basis?   

 

For more information please contact 

Vicky & Gordon Darlington   

01625 428215 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Messy Church 
4.00pm - 6.00pm - All Saints 

Church  

Saturday  8th September (Noah) 

Saturday  6th October (Ruth) 

It’s a once a month time of creativity, 

worship and eating together for families 

for whom traditional Sunday Services 

don't work. 

Midweek Communion 

Thursdays 

11.00am 

St Michael’s Church 

 

Healing Service 
St Michael’s Church 

Service of Prayer for Healing & 

Wholeness 12.30pm 

3rd August & 7th September 

This service will last about half an hour 

and all are welcome. It contains 

intercessions for those who are sick or 

grieving and there will be an 

opportunity for those who wish to 

receive prayer with laying on of hands. 

Services in August & September 

We are looking to develop an editorial team for LINK magazine  
which is published six times a year. 

Could this be of interest to you?  
Contact Sue on 01625 421984 or clergypa@gmail.com  
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Barnaby Festival Open-Air Service 
A big Barnaby thank you! 

 

Over the ten wonderful days of 

Barnaby over 3000 people came into St 

Michael’s – for concerts, art, talks, 

discussions, workshops, or just for a 

moment of peace, quiet and 

refreshment. This would have been 

impossible without all those who 

worked so hard to prepare the church 

and keep it clean and tidy, and the 

stewards who gave so generously of 

their time and energy to keep the 

church open and to make everyone 

welcome. 

Many people have commented on the 

warm welcome they received, and the 

central role that St Michael’s played in 

the festival; you all played your part 

in putting church at the centre of the 

community. Thank you! 

David Mayers 

16 churches from different denominations across our town took part in 

the Open Air act of worship this year on Sunday 17th June.  

Barnaby Arts 

A sample of the art work on display 

in St Michael’s over Barnaby. 
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Cricket Report July 2018 

Macclesfield Parish CC 
 

This summer will be memorable for 

record high temperatures and low 

rainfall, and it has been perfect for 

cricket. Ironically, our first game of the 

season against Stockport Teachers on 9th 

May was abandoned because of rain 

without a ball being bowled; but since 

then we have played 6 games, winning 3 

and losing 3. Against St George’s, Leeds 

(who play in the amazing surroundings 

of the park at Harewood House) we lost 

by 9 wickets; Lymm beat us by 64 runs 

and Radbrooke Hall by 7 wickets. But we 

were not disheartened by these heavy 

defeats, and have responded with 3 

convincing victories; against 

Tytherington Family Worship (6 

wickets), Macc Occasionals (37 runs) and 

Ash Tree (7 wickets). The photo shows 

the team against TFW after their 

impressive innings of 155 for 3. 

But forget the results; the most important 

thing has been the fun and fellowship 

enjoyed by all, young and old, of all 

abilities; we have enjoyed another season 

of exciting cricket and sociable chat at the 

bar.  

This year the team has included players 

from All Saints, St Peter’s, St Barnabas 

and St Michael’s, as well as friends and 

family, with ages from 14 to 74. We 

welcome interest from anyone with a 

love of cricket; you don’t have to play, 

we always need scorers, umpires and 

most of all supporters. 

We have 3 more fixtures scheduled for 

this season: 

 

 Ash Tree on Sunday 29th July 

13..30 at Macclesfield Cricket Club 

on Victoria Road 

 Macc Occasionals on Wednesday 

1st August 18.00 at Kerridge CC 

on Clarke Lane 

 Lymm CC on Wednesday 22nd 

August 18.00 at Lymm CC 

 

David Mayers 
 

Karen & Ruth’s Ordination at  

Chester Cathedral in June 

Choir News 
Here is Dominic Riesen at the Choral Evensong 

service on Sunday 10th June at St Michael’s Church to 

mark the occasion of being admitted as a full member 

of St Michael’s Choir by Revd Martin Stephens and 

Karen Gedd, Choir Director. Young choristers join the 

choir (from age 7 upwards usually) and have music 

theory and singing lessons to learn the main service 

repertoires and responses until they are ready to be 

admitted as full choristers. When they reach this stage 

they are given their surplice (the white garment that 

choir members wear over their red cassock). 

Congratulations to Dominic.  

Sue Reid 
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Happy Campers 
The 9.30 service camping weekend 

saw eight families and four dogs head 

off to Hulme End near Hartington for 

a warm and sunny camping trip 13th 

to 15th July.  

FINALLY, we chose the right 

weekend weather wise, although the 

rain did make a brief but torrential 

appearance Friday evening which 

delayed some tents being erected but 

not enough to dampen our spirits. 

We’re a hardy bunch now and very 

used to wet weather as that has been 

the norm for the past few years. 

So blue sky backdrops to these photos, 

sunrise and sunset pictures, flip flops 

and suncream were all a welcome 

addition this year. As too was a couple 

of tubs of ice cream. Hot Pimms,  hot 

chocolate, woolly hats and wellies 

have previously been the order of the 

day to keep us warm and dry. 

A fabulous time was had by all. The 

kids won the kids v adults rounders 

game and the boys won the girls v 

boys cricket game and also the quiz on 

Saturday evening. Girls we need to try 

harder next year!  

As I reflect on the 10 plus years we 

have now been camping as a group, I 

do so with a big smile on my face. I 

watch the children, who are now 

growing up fast — our eldest child 

turns 18 this year — and see them 

having so much fun together as a 

group, it is such a blessing and I am 

very thankful for this special event. 

They swam in the river, played 

rounders and cricket with the adults, 

played card games, toasted 

marshmallows in the fire, skipped 

with a long skipping rope, acted out 

the Lost Son story for the Sunday 

morning service, even the older ones 

put a team together for the (torchlit 

late!) quiz. My hope is that they when 

they are older they will look back on 

these trips with  happiness and 

treasure the memories of these shared 

times together in fellowship, 

community and friendship. I know for 

my children the camping trip is a real 

highlight of their year.  

The formula has stayed much the 

same over the years and the venue has 

changed in recent years but what 

always remains are the happy faces 

and smiles of all who come.  

We look forward to next year’s trip , 

already in planning stages. I’m 

looking forward to being chauffeured 

there and back by my daughter who 

will have passed her driving test but 

I’m not relishing the sharing of my 

wine and beer supplies with said 

daughter! Times they are a-changing 

but camping weekend—let’s keep it 

the same: Simple pleasures are life’s 

treasure.  

Sue Reid 


