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From the Clergy - Rev Rob Wardle

WHAM Nightshelter

Cre8 Grow Project

Hospitality at St Barnabas

Red Letter Christians

The Garden & Allotment at St Barnabas Church is run in conjunction with Cre8. The Garden is open for anyone to visit 
on Fridays between 1-3pm. All are welcome and there is always a need for volunteers! The space is used throughout 
the week for young people and adults groups. Check us out: facebook.com/garden&allotmentatstbarnabas



Macclesfield Team Ministry is a family of four churches located in the town and part of the Church of England. 
We are different communities of people seeking to follow the teachings of Jesus Christ and trying to bring 
wholeness and healing. This magazine tells some of the stories from the people of these communities.

Welcome to Macclesfield Team Ministry
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All Saints
Brough Street West
Macclesfield
SK11 8EL

www.allsaintschurch
macclesfield.weebly.com

St Barnabas
Lyme Avenue
Macclesfield
SK11 7RS

facebook.com/stbarnabas
churchmacc/

St Peter’s
Windmill Street
Macclesfield
SK11 7HS

www.stpetersmacc.org/

St Michael & All Angels
Market Place
Macclesfield
SK10 1DY

www.stmichaels-
macclesfield.org.uk/

The Staff Team
Team Rector: Revd Martin Stephens
01625 426110
teamrector.macc@gmail.com

Team Vicar: Revd Andy Williams
 01625 432919
teamvicar.macc@gmail.com

Curate: Revd Karen Brady
07419 820864
revkarenbrady@gmail.com

Community Priest: Revd Rob Wardle 
077101 73177
revrobwardle@gmail.com

PA to the Clergy: Sue Reid
clergypa@maccteam.org.uk
Macclesfield Team Office
St Michael & All Angels Church
Market Place
Macclesfield SK10 1DY
01625 421984 (24 hour machine)

ADMINISTRATORS:
St Michael’s: Sue Reid 01625 421984
office@stmichaels-macclesfield.org.uk
St Peter’s: Jann Thorpe 
01625 500544
coordinator@stpetersmacc.org

WEEKLY NOTICE SHEETS:
All Saints: allsaintsnotices@gmail.com
St Barnabas: 
glenys.hibbert@ntlworld.com
St Michael’s: 
stmikesnotices@gmail.com
St Peter’s: 
coordinator@stpetersmacc.org

CHURCH OR HALL BOOKINGS
All Saints:
Jim Donaldson 01625 619050
jacjim@ntlworld.com
St Barnabas:
Jonathan Aiken 07515 410170
jonathanstewartaiken@gmail.com

St Michael’s
Sue Reid: 01625 421984
office@stmichaels-macclesfield.org.uk
St Peter’s
Mike Boardman: 01625 428646

SAFEGUARDING CO-ORDINATORS:
All Saints: Chris Campbell-Kelly 01625 
261373
St Barnabas: Jayne Shaw
St Michael’s: Paul Spedding 
01625 614819 & Chris Bentley
St Peter’s: Jann Thorpe 
01625 5005441

Diocesan Safeguarding Advisor: 
Pauline Butterfield 01928 718834 ext 
221
pauline.butterfield@chester.anglican.
org

Key Contacts



From the Clergy . . .
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Extra Ordinariness
The Church is now in the season 
of ‘ordinary time’. How boring. 
The Church’s spring festivals and 
celebrations are over, the mundane 
plod each Sunday towards a summer 
break may fail to ignite us each week 
and we don’t yet want to think about 
the Autumn and the work of Christmas. 
The rain comes down, how much duller 
can it get? And yet, there is a different 
story and a different way of telling our 
story at this time of year. 
I am continually amazed and humbled 
by the wonderful people in our 
Churches who give their time and 
their energy so freely to others; it is 
nothing short of extra-ordinary. These 
people do small jobs and big jobs, they 
give one hour a week or 30 hours a 
week and anywhere in between. They 
cook food, they serve drinks, they 
organise events, they serve the sick, 
they befriend strangers, they sew, 
they clean, they polish, they sing, they 
talk, they teach, they do accounts, 
they plan, they take responsibility 
for buildings, they give their time to 
run activities for children and young 
people, they take people to hospital 
appointments, they read, they pray, 
they write, they administer sacraments, 
they campaign for justice, they debate, 
they protect the environment, they 
support causes and charities. They 
give their love to others. It is very much 
extra-ordinary. 
Our Churches are run and managed 
for others by ordinary people who are 
extra-ordinary. And maybe you’ve done 
your bit already and now you’re having 
a rest and that’s fine as well, or maybe 
you just can’t do anything just now and 
that’s also fine. 
Some people say there is anxiety in 
our Churches nationally because of 
falling numbers, rising costs and the 
‘threat’ of secularism. But hear this 
folks and it’s a different story again: 

Current research shows that more 
people are interested in religion and 
faith since any time in the last fifty 
years. More people are now following 
a recognised faith and we could also 
conclude that more people may also 
be interested. 
So where are they you might ask? 
Why are these people not in our 
Church? Again, research shows 
that more people are going to 
larger Churches and Cathedrals 
for ‘experiential’ religion; where it 
is possible to hear, smell and see 
something which speaks to them 
spiritually and helps them to ‘see’ 
God. We can do these things on 
a smaller scale as well I am sure. 
There is a move away from the more 
cerebral ‘thinking’ and ‘explaining’ 
to people, towards an experience of 
God. So the Church does need to 
look at itself again, if it wants more 
of these people to come through the 
doors. 
There is nothing ‘ordinary’ about 
these times. There are huge changes 
happening socially in this country 
and in other parts of the world. 
Incoming economic migrants as well 
as refugees have brought with them 
their own faith traditions which include 

expressions of our own Christian 
tradition. Belief is not falling it is on 
the rise. The Church is not a shrinking 
‘island’ and we are not alone. 
I am often struck by how much people 
‘outside’ the Church are the same 
as those ‘inside’ it. Ordinary people 
are inside the Church and ordinary 
people are outside the Church. There 
should really be no ‘them and us’. In 
my experience there is a great deal 
of belief outside the Church, there is 
understanding, there is compassion 
and there is tolerance. The picture 
may not be entirely rosy, but we have 
not suddenly become a hopeless 
nation either. We need to talk to 
others outside, to share, to try and 
understand, to work together. Our 
Churches may not suddenly balloon 
in numbers but that’s OK - in my view, 
and I am sure that things will change. 
Ordinary people inside the Church 
and outside do extraordinary things. 
You are extra-ordinary and you will be 
forever blessed.
~ Rev Rob Wardle



Cre8 has won support from The 
National Lottery Community 
Fund, the UK’s largest funder 
of community activity, for a new 
project called “Cre8 Grow”. The 
National Lottery funding of £263,500 
over the next 5 years will support 
this ambitious project that looks to 
run a Macclesfield wide food project 
to help collect and distribute food 
to those who need and help to fight 
the war on food waste!
Cre8 Grow will see the set up of a 
mobile membership-based grocery 
that will deliver low-cost food to the 
four local estate communities as well 
as provide food to other local charities 
who are feeding those in need. The 
Grocery will be open to all - with 
anyone able to become a member and 
help divert food from becoming landfill.
Cre8 Grow will also deliver a weekly 
timetable of community, health and 
wellbeing activities driven by the 
people of the Moss Rose Estate. The 
project will encourage people to run 
their own activities relating to healthy 
lifestyles.
Ameera Fletcher, Cre8 Director 
says, “The uniqueness of this project 
shows what is so brilliant about Cre8. 
Having the support of National Lottery 
Community fund means that Cre8 can 
deliver new and innovative services 
across the Moss Rose Estate as well 
as other Macclesfield communities. 
This project responds to what the local 
community wants and we hope it will 
assist to transform lives.”
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The project begins from the 1st May 
2019, with initial set up over the 
summer months with the plan to start 
delivering food, on a small-scale, in 
September 2019. 
We are very keen to build up a bank 
of ‘food waste warriors’ who might be 
interested in volunteering to help run 
the grocery - sort and distribute food, 
admin tasks, managing relationships 
with food retailers. We are also keen 
to get in touch with anyone who might 
be able to donate food to support the 
project. 
If you’d like to know more or would like 
Cre8 to speak at your local group or 
organisation please do get in touch:
Katy Wardle, Cre8 Project Grow 
Coordinator on 01625 503740 or email 
katy.wardle@cre8macclesfield.org

Thanks to everyone who has been 
involved with our pilot activities over 
the last 12 months - Big Give on 
Christmas Eve, Community Feasts, 
the allotment & garden at St Barnabas 
and Team Cre8 running club. They 
have been very successful and we are 
eager to do more in the coming years.

Fantastic news for Macclesfield as our 
friends at Cre8 are awarded £260K for 
a community food, health & wellbeing 
project
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Six churches again hosted the 
WHAM weekend shelter over fifteen 
weekends this winter. Participating 
churches were Elim Pentecostal, 
Macclesfield Methodists, Salvation 
Army, St Alban’s, St Michael’s 
and the United Reformed Church, 
hosting two or three weekends 
each. The period covered weekends 
from 14th – 17th December 2018 to 
15th - 18th March 2019.

During the shelter period:
WHAM operated on Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday nights; additional nights 
were hosted on 24th, 25th and 31st 
December to avoid guests being on 
the streets on a Bank Holiday. An 
evening meal was provided each 
night, Treehouse, which used to 
provide Saturday meals, having closed 
since the last winter. Equipment was 
transported weekly between venues 
by Cre8.
Guests:
• 22 different male guests were given 

at least one night’s shelter; 97 nights’ 
accommodation were provided in 
total.

• Most guests stayed 2 or 3 nights 
over a weekend, and were 
accommodated on Monday, often 
aided by the advocacy of Citizens 
Advice. The majority only used 
WHAM on one weekend, having 
found themselves homeless on 
Friday or Saturday.

• Over Christmas and New Year we 
hosted up to 6 guests at URC and 
St Michael’s but on later weekends 
numbers of one or two per night 
were more likely.

Volunteers:
• About 100 Volunteers from many 

HOPE in NEC churches have helped 
staff the Shelter. There have also 
been volunteers from individuals 

WHAM Winter Nightshelter 2018/19
without known church connections.

• 39 volunteers staffed 100 shifts at 
St Michaels. This was 29 from St 
Michael’s, 8 from other churches 
(including team churches) and 2 
from no church.

• Training sessions were provided for 
volunteers, with additional training 
for shift leaders (who must be 
members of a HOPE church), and 
in Emergency First Aid. All were 
given a Volunteer Handbook with 
key aspects of the Policies and 
Procedures.

Links with Cheshire East:
• There have been good relationships 

and communication with the 
Rough Sleepers Initiative team at 
Macclesfield Town Hall and also 
Emerging Futures who run the hostel 
at Mill Lane (funded by Cheshire 
East) Council Housing Options Team 
and excellent advocacy support 
from the Citizens Advice Bureau. We 
have required little support from the 
Police.

• Cheshire East Rough Sleepers 
Initiative provided additional hostel 
accommodation at Mill Lane from 
mid January and made contact with 

rough sleepers to ensure all were 
offered assistance and support. 
After that point guest numbers at 
WHAM were lower and occasionally 
included those who had fallen out 
with Mill Lane temporarily.

• We had plans in place, and an 
arrangement with Cheshire East, to 
provide Severe Weather Emergency 
Provision (SWEP), but following an 
improvement in funding, Cheshire 
East provided an adequate service. 
We were on standby in the case of 
there being insufficient SWEP beds, 
but the WHAM support was not 
required.

Finance:
• Thanks to a grant from Macclesfield 

Town Council, and some generous 
donations from churches and 
individuals, WHAM was able to cover 
running costs and that of replacing 
some equipment.

WHAM continues to be an example 
of Macclesfield’s Churches working 
together to help with a problem which 
symbolises the broken makeup of 
much of our society. Plans are in hand 
for 2019-20.

Photo from the ‘Stations of the Cross’ exhibition put together for Holy Week 2019. Reflecting on 
the judgements we, society and the authorities make on those who are homeless.
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St Michaels at Macclesfield Pride

Brenda’s Farewell Concert
Earlier in June, Chris, Hill, Ruth, Paul, Anne and I went to 
Chethams Music School to see Brenda Lawrie in her last concert 
as Joint Head of Accompaniment.
Afterwards, Richard (a former Curate at St Mikes) suggested we 
all go for afternoon tea at a nearby hotel and the attached photo 
is of our little group tucking in to sandwiches and cakes.
~ Dek Kite

Saturday 6th of July 2019 is Macclesfield Pride day
St Michaels Church will be open again this year, all day from 8am until 8pm 
this year for Macc Pride on Saturday the 6th of July. 
Last year was a huge success; many children and families came into the 
church during Macc Pride and enjoyed the space, making music, resting, 
doing arts and crafts.
The stage is right outside the Church in the Marketplace and we’re looking 
for volunteer stewards on the day - to welcome people into the Church, chat 
and you can even make brews if you like. 
If you’re able to help please contact St Michaels Church Warden Tricia 
Atherton: tricia.atherton@gmail.com

The front entrance at St Michaels looking welcoming with 
new planters and beautiful knitted flowers after the flower fairy 

paid the church a visit to celebrate World Wide Knit in Public Day! 
Thank you to CraftyCorner for brightening up our churchyard.
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In April this year we began opening up our Church twice a month to welcome in anyone from our neighbourhood for tea, 
coffee, the good biscuits, and a homemade light lunch. A small team of dedicated and enthusiastic volunteers run the 
sessions on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month between 1-3pm. We’ve taken it in turn to make soup and cake, 
to wash-up and to chat to people. As the weeks have gone on, new ideas have started to grow; we have knitting on the 
table that anyone can pick up and have a go, origami challenges, crosswords that we can all help to do, and our very 
own personalised ‘coffee plus’ hand embroidered aprons!
We’ve seen all different people from our community pop in for lunch and a chat; older people, kids from Cre8, people 
popping in on their lunch break; families during the holidays have come to eat together. Some weeks have been quiet 
and some have been hectic!
We’re really enjoying running them, the volunteer team are doing a wonderful job and each week someone has a new 
idea!
For the next one at the start of July, we are going to have some poetry readings - a suggestion from a local neighbour 
who came for lunch a few weeks ago. Can’t wait!!

Coffee Plus : hospitality for our community 
at St Barnabas

Red Letter Christians
In June this year Shane Claibourne and 
Tony Campolo launched a new movement 
in the UK called Red Letter Christians. 
The movement is multi-denominational 
and is centred on Jesus’ words in the New 
Testament as a way of framing a Christian 
response to the injustices we see in our 
communities. The following is taken from 
their website 
redletterchristians.org.uk :
Red Letter Christians UK is a network for 
people who want to take Jesus’ words 
seriously in our personal devotion, in 
our communities and in UK public life.  
Jesus’ life and words move us to respond 
to poverty, injustice and exclusion with 
compassion and action.
Many printed and online versions of the 

New Testament feature the words of 
Jesus in red. Those of us who identify 
ourselves as Red Letter Christians come 
from a diverse range of backgrounds and 
church affiliations but are unified by this 
commitment: 
We believe there is an opportunity to 
present a Jesus-centred spirituality 
among those who share our commitment 
to stand for justice, peace and equity, but 
may never have heard this Gospel.

During several events in June, Red Letter 
Christians set up mobile workshops where 
knives confiscated from young people 
were forged into symbols of peace: 
‘Swords will be beaten’. We are all very 
familiar with the frightening increases in 
levels of violent crime involving knives 

amongst young people. Here, Christians, 
police, offenders and politicians have 
come together to demonstrate practical 
applications of Jesus’  teaching which can 
transform lives on our streets. 
Look out for more news about Red Letter 
Christians including their appearance on a 
forthcoming Songs of Praise on the BBC.
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Churches are encouraged to offer a place 
of sanctuary for young people as part of 
efforts to combat knife crime and serious 
youth violence.
The proposal will be part of a key debate 
to be held at the Church of England’s 
General Synod next month.
The news comes a day after a 14-year-old 
boy was seriously injured in a stabbing in 
Handbridge, Chester.
The Rt Revd Keith Sinclair, Bishop of 
Birkenhead, says: “I was shocked and 
saddened to learn that a boy of 14 has 
been seriously injured in Chester. My 
thoughts and prayers are with him and his 
family. 
“We can all do better at reducing violence 
in our society. Our churches are uniquely 
placed to offer a spiritual dimension to our 
communities and I welcome the debate at 
General Synod to explore what practical 
and pastoral measures our church leaders 
and churches can take to support those at 
risk of violence or affected by it.”

The Revd Canon Dr Rosemarie Mallett, a 
priest in Angell Town, south London, and a 
prominent campaigner in combating knife 
crime, will lead the debate at the General 
Synod in York.
She will call for churches to take a range 
of practical measures - from providing 
knife amnesty bins, to training clergy and 
other leaders to protect young people 
potentially vulnerable to ‘county lines’ 
exploitation.
Speaking ahead of the debate, Dr 
Mallett said: “We must work with other 
organisations to find the best way to 
support young people in our parishes 
and our schools, and to be part of the 
solution to the challenges - not only of 
serious youth violence, but the whole 
issue of young people who fall through the 
system.”

Individuals churches are responding to 
the challenge of youth knife crime.
The Revd Dr John Harries, and others 
from the Macclesfield Team Ministry, 
together with local MP David Rutley have 
met with the police and other agencies 

to discuss how best to respond. Plans 
include working with current and ex-
offenders to attend Macclesfield Academy 
to enlighten students about how young 
people can fall into criminality and gang 
culture. A follow-up information evening 
for parents and the wider community 
will be taking place at St Michael and 
All Angels’ Church in Macclesfield next 
month:
Community Knife Awareness Event
Thursday 18th July
7-9pm at St Michael’s Church

Churches respond to knife crime
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Upcoming Events

Confirmation Service
4pm on Sunday 17th November 2019 at St Michael’s

Confirmation is a service for young people and adults who want 
to take the next step of commitment in their Christian lives.

We encourage anyone wishing to get confirmed or seeking to 
know more about this step to speak to the clergy within the 
Team - Martin, Andy, Rob or Karen. 

There will be some preparation  provided to help you understand 
better the steps you are taking. This will be organised locally by 
the clergy who will be able to provide you with more details.

Macc Music Centre 25th 
Anniversary Celebratory 
Concert

MMC will perform in a special 
concert at the Royal Northern 
College of Music in Manchester 
on the evening of 6 July 2019. 
Booking is now open on the 
RNCM website.

Coffee Plus
Afternoon ‘Cafe’ at St Barnabas 

Church on the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays of every month 

from 1-3pm. Lovely homemade 
food, good biscuits and proper 

coffee. Everyone is welcome 
£1.50 donation for a small 

homemade lunch. We run this in 
partnership with our friends at 

Cre8.
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The Link Magazine is a way of sharing our stories, events and adventures and helping to connect the 
churches, groups and individuals that make up our team of churches.
So... we want to know what you’re doing! 

Events:

Tell us what your church / group is doing so that we can write about it in the Link Magazine and get 
people to support your event. All you need to do is write a short piece to say what it is, where it is and 
when it is, for example:
 What: Sunday walk up Teggs Nose
 Where: meet at xxxxxx carpark at 2.30pm
 When: Sunday the 36th of August
 Anything else: Wear good footwear and silly hats 

Articles:

We want to try and have an even spread of articles from our different Churches if we can so please 
also write short stories about things you have done or something that’s inspired you. Don’t worry 
about spelling and grammar etc, we can sort that out at editing stage, just tell us the stories - because 
we all want to know. 100 word’s about your coffee after a service, messy church, children’s event or 
breakfast or BBQ or meal is perfect. Add a bit of humour in your own style if you can, and the essential 
photo - remember people like to see pictures of people rather than landscapes or lecterns. Write a few 
stories at once if its easier and remember - don’t worry about the content or  whether or not you are a 
prize winning novelist because - we all know a story so just tell it in words. Poetry is good, jokes are 
wonderful and a quick-fire Question & Answer is awesome. 

Please send to: linkteammagazine@gmail.com

The Link is published every month (July & August and December &
January issues are combined).

The Link
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Our Team Tots & Toddler Groups

Peas in a Pod at St P’s 
A Green Toddler Group at St Peter’s
For many years there has been a toddler group at St Peter’s on 
a Wednesday morning called Take a Break. Many of you may 
have attended it or known people who attended it.
Sadly, we have taken the decision to close Take a Break 
because we don’t really have the people available to run it on a 
Wednesday morning.
BUT, we DO have a community garden that happens on a 
MONDAY morning from 10-12 and some of us have been 
wondering, what if we had a toddler group on a MONDAY, that 
deliberately fostered links to the gardens? What if children 
were involved in planting or picking or watering before or 
after they visited the toddler group in the church itself? 
What if we did craft activities with natural materials collected 
from the gardens? What if we helped with the recycling, 
the composting? What if we were a GREEN toddler group, 
encouraging the environmentalists of the future?
If you think THAT is something you might like to be involved 
with, do get in touch with me.
The times are probably going to be 9.30 to 11, to allow for a 
visit to the gardens afterwards if carers wish. The more helpers 
we have the easier it will be to run. Please spread the word. 
Jenny. jennyfoxeades@gmail.com 07974 944585

All Saints Church 
‘0-5 Club’ Parent 
& Toddler Group

WEDNESDAYS 

1.30pm to 3.00pm, Contact Shirley Hill on 
01625 426874

The 0-5 Club meets on Wednesdays and is attended 
by between 10 and 20 children. In the hall, each 
session, we have playtime, craft work, play dough, 
jigsaws, books and refreshments - a singsong 
takes place in the church at the beginning of each 
session. Once or twice termly we have a biblical 
story from Godly Play using wooden figures.
Our meetings could not take place without the 
regular support of church members and friends; a 
big thank you to them all.

St Michael’s Toddler Group

Every Thursday during term time we run a Toddler 
Group for pre-school children in the morning, 
10:00am to 11:30am. 

The group is aimed at children up to school age with 
their parents and carers and is a safe, relaxed and fun 
environment for the babies and children to play and 
adults to meet.  


