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Until recently, our lives were filled 
with activity and busyness.  We had 
things to do, people to see.  Deadlines 
and timelines dominated our thinking 
and our doing.  We were always in a 
hurry; we needed things, we had to do 

things ASAP – As Soon As Possible. 

But now the Coronavirus and all its associated precautions 
and restrictions imposes a new way of living and being.  For 
some, our pace of life has slowed down, our busy and hectic 
lifestyles filled with activity have all but gone.  The phrase 
ASAP seems irrelevant.  But for those who are key workers 
it’s quite the opposite, demands and work pressures have 
only intensified. Doing things ASAP dominates your every 
moment.   

Whichever group you fall into in this strange new world of 
Covid-19, why not develop a different habit regarding ASAP.  
Let’s change the meaning of ASAP from an earthly and self-
centred preoccupation to a heavenly and Christ-centred 
ambition.  Let’s stop thinking ‘As Soon As Possible’ and start 
thinking ‘Always Say A Prayer’.   

In these challenging and worrying times, we really do need 
more prayer – so let’s do something about it  - ASAP! 

Karen Brady 

Introducing the new 

recruits to the relocated 

Church Office. 

They are a bit ruff round 

the edges at admin and can 

be very dogmatic but they 

fit the part pawfectly with 

their dog collars.  

Church Office number is 

still being checked (421984) 

We are putting together the Link Magazine 
for this coming month of April which will be 
published as an online version. The theme 
will be stories of Hope in these uncertain 
times. Please send your stories, poems, 
prayers, photos, jokes and messages of Hope to the link 
email address for publication linkteammagazine@gmail.com 
before Thursday 2nd of April and we will try to include as 
many as we can. 

Thankyou everyone. Katy Wardle 

In our new world of Covid-19 ‘ASAP’ has a new meaning 

Church Office Relocated and New Recruits Inducted 

“Is it nothing to you, all who pass by? 
Look and see if there is any sorrow like my sorrow ...”  

These words are from Lamentations (1:12) – that small 
book in the Old Testament found just after Jeremiah. They 
are thousands of years old, and although they predate 
Jesus’ life on earth, there is a clear resonance with His 
suffering. Last Sunday, 29th March, was ‘Passion Sunday’, 
from when we particularly remember the pain and 
suffering, the isolation and desolation, experienced by 
God within His creation. We do not believe in a God “who 
is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have 
one who in every respect has been tested as we are”. 
(Heb 4:15) As Jesus made His way to Calvary, increasingly 
He did so alone. 

Do these words of lament also ring true for you? The 
sense of loneliness - of not being noticed, of struggling on 
alone - may be yours too. We are not able to gather 
together in the Church building as previously, but our 
hope is that you are able to feel connected with St 
Michael’s through these updates and phone calls. 

I want to thank my colleagues who have been working to 
ensure the Pastoral Network is being strengthened, and 
those who have been producing the Orders of Service you 
can use at home. Some of us are exploring ways to 
facilitate conference phone calls for you, and to increase 
what is offered online. 

And thank you for the encouragements I’ve had from you 
too: of your reflections on this time alone; of supportive 
phone calls to one another; of committing to pray at the 
same time as others to continue a sense of togetherness. 
These are challenging times, but the assurance I have in 
Jesus excites me as to what St Michael’s might look like in 
months to come.  

We’re not immune to depression, anxiety and fear, but 
our faith in God is an anchor to our lives which holds us 
fast through the storm. Yesterday I had a care home 
contact me because they wanted to connect in with 
whatever we’re doing .. to help their residents “hold fast 
to the traditions they were taught”. (2 Thes.2:15)  May 
you do the same. Daily welcome Jesus into your home; 
pray for His protection over your mind as well as yourself 
and your family, and delight in the invitation to be still 
and know that He is God. (Ps.46.10)  

Martin Stephens 

A Reflection from Martin  
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We’ve all been getting used to new technology recently. 

Perhaps you’re new to Facebook or you’ve been experimenting 

with video conferencing applications like Zoom or Houseparty. 

The plus side of staying at home - learning new skills. 

Let us know what new skills you are learning and send us some 

photos? E-mail us at office@stmichaels-macclesfield.org.uk  

Here’s Karen getting to grips with Zoom video conferencing for 

the Curate’s Book Group with the Archdeacon, Ian Bishop.  

Some of you are reading the Lent book 
Saying Yes to Life by Ruth Valerio; 
along with Isabelle Hamley, chaplain to 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, Ruth 
presented on Mothering Sunday on 
radio 4 (at 6.10am – so you may have 
missed it!) a beautiful, moving and so 
encouraging broadcast reflecting on 
the links between mothering and 
creation care, and our current 
difficulties. A mix of poetry, music and 
spoken word; it fits perfectly with our 
study of Ruth’s book – while speaking 
to us so clearly in our needs today. Very much recommended! 

It’s called Reflection on Mothering Sunday, and you can find it 
on BBC Sounds, or directly through this link https://
www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000gzmb 

The Nightshelter has run for 15 
weekends this winter from mid 
December until last weekend, 
moving around six different 
churches in the Town Centre. St 
Michael’s hosted two of these, 
mainly staffed by members and 
friends of St Michaels – 30 
different people in all covered 
60 shifts. (We offer shelter on 
Friday to Sunday nights, from 
8pm to 8am the following 
morning).  

We have seen 30 different 
guests over the winter, some 
appearing only once, and one or two for several or most 
weekends. Our guests have been appreciative of our 
efforts, and we have had a good relationship with Chesh-
ire East enabling some to be followed up and supported 
later in the week. 

Not surprisingly, we have not continued as normal during 
the COVID crisis. The need for a larger space to enable 
“distancing” meant that we did not use St Michael’s 
Youth Centre for what turned out to be our final week-
end on 20th March – we moved to the URC and an over-
night only offer. After that we closed completely but 
were able to ensure that any guests remaining had advice 
about how to access available accommodation in Chesh-
ire East, and advice about COVID-19.   

There will be a more complete report produced for the 
APCM.  

Rachel Mayers 

 

Neil, Angela and James have 

been volunteering taking out 

medicine deliveries from a 

pharmacy in Macclesfield to 

people self isolating due to 

the virus.  Scouting is still 

going. Just being done 

differently. Thanks to 

members of the Macclesfield 

District Scout Network (for 

scouters aged 18-25) for their 

efforts.  

So, a number of us may be in the situation of not being 

able to attend a funeral of a friend, neighbour or family 

member. The Church of England has launched a way of 

being able to light  a candle in memory of that person at 

https://www.churchofengland.org/life-events/funerals/

light-candle You can then share with others that you 

have done this for them on social media platforms. 

There is also a reflection to use on the day of the funeral 

for anyone not able to attend. This is attached to the 

email where you received this newsletter (or as hard 

copy).  

The Raval Family helping out      

WHAM Nightshelter New technology. New skills 

The Church Council meeting planned for 24th March has taken 

place electronically. Reports have been circulated round for 

comment. The APCM and associated election of church officers 

planned for 19th April is now postponed until later in the year.  
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Missing Black Memory Stick 

If anyone has seen/found a black memory stick that you  might 

have picked up by mistake and it’s not yours, please let me 

know.  Dek Kite is missing one and it could be his.  

The April Prayer Letter is now out. Click here  

http://www.stmichaels-macclesfield.org.uk/index_htm_files/

Prayer%20letter%20April%202020%20final.pdf  

A way of joining in with prayer by Bishop of Birkenhead 

Lighting a candle and joining together in prayer. 
 

Take one hand and look 
at:  

Your thumb – pray for 
your church community 
and family; 

Your first finger – pray for 
the NHS and those 
medical researchers 
looking for a vaccine; 

Your second finger – pray 
for the Government and 
all those making tough 
decisions; 

Your third finger – pray for those in care homes and 
working with the most vulnerable in  our communities; and 

Little finger – pray for individuals known to you and 
yourself. 
 
Each prayer focus for each thumb and finger could itself 
open up into prayer personally, locally, nationally, and 
globally. 

Take the other hand and read out loud: 

“As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves 
with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and pa-
tience” (Colossians 3:12) and let your thumb and each finger 
represent one of these “clothes” we are to put on:  

 

 

Thumb – compassion 

First finger – kindness 

Second finger – humility 

Third finger – meekness 

Little finger – patience 
 
 
 

 

When you pray, put your hands together, and let the 
“clothing” of one hand touch the people and places in the 
other, and see what God does. 
 

The Wednesday 

fortnightly prayer meeting 

usually held in church is 

continuing with each 

member praying from 

10.30am to 11am each 

day. Although they are 

praying apart there is a 

connection knowing that 

each person is doing this in 

their own home at the 

same time.  

Wednesday Prayer Group Together Apart 

BT has capped the charges of calls to all UK landlines and 
mobiles for its landline-only customers to £5 a month, so 
you can make the calls you need to without worrying 
about your bill. (This doesn’t include international and 
premium-rate calls). So there’s less to worry about how 
long you spend on the phone. 

For those without online access (Internet or Broadband), 
are you making use of the BBC’s provision?  

Songs of Praise for Palm Sunday is coming from Glasgow. 
whilst Sunday Worship (BBC1) this week is from Hereford 
Cathedral.  

On radio, there is the Daily Service at 9.45am on R4 LW/
DAB and Choral Evensong on R3 on Sundays and 
Wednesdays.  

If you have DAB radio there’s also UCB & Premier 
Christian radio stations.  

Give them a try (not everything will be to your liking) but 
if you hear any song you like make a note and perhaps we 
can have a post-pandemic collation of them for a songs of 
praise! 

Good news!  

For those without T’Internet 

If you haven’t found us on Facebook yet, take a look. 

We are posting and sharing regularly each day 

@stmikesmacclesfield   Give us a like or follow. 
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We celebrate with the crowds, pouring into Jerusalem. 
Jesus, you rode on a donkey and coats were laid at your feet… 
The crowds waved palm branches and shouted, ‘Hosanna’… 
We sing and shout praise to you, Lord Jesus… 
You came knowing the sacrifice you were about to make… 
You came to change the world… 
Thank you for the sacrifice you made for us… 
Amen.  

Palm Sunday Resources 

Attached to your e-mail are two resources from Roots on the Web: one for 

children and one for adults.  

 Don’t forget to clap for the NHS 8pm Thursday evenings: from your doors, windows, balconies…  

 And light a candle in your window at 7pm Sunday evenings and pray.  

Let us know what you are doing to still be church. 


